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JetsraidS. Lebanon - 

5QK)N (Rj“^Isra^ }^ raidcd posh«>as of the Fateh Revotniieo- 
arj -Councfl (FRC) ted t^ Atm NWat Wednesday northeast of this 
soofoerq port rity^secority sources said. They said two warplanes 
prqteeM by three; others swooped low and dropped at least sis 
bombs on tbc FRC pandora 40 kBometres south of Beirut. There 
was no inm»dl^e r^port of casualties, but witnesses said clouds of 
make bffiowedovertfe area; as ambulances and rescue teams 
rushed to the scene. They said Sans Kt the sky over the raided 
:«e£tUt tmfoeflrat Israeli air raid on Lebanon this year. Israel 

I muu i' Ii w I MjteJcs against I^hawgicg and falxrinkn poni rinmi last 

year, kfiBag 96 people. At least 10 of those raids were aimed 
against the FRC. 
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Arab ministers gather in Tunis 

TUNIS (R) — Arab foreign ministers began to arrive ia Tunis Wednesday 
for emej^enry Arab League sessions on the Libyan-U.S. dispute and the 
constitutional crisis in Lebanon. Libyan Foreign Minister Jaddallah 
Azzouz Al Talhi, whose country requested the first meeting after U.S. jets 
attacked two Libyan planes Jan. 4. discussed preparations Wednesday 
with Arab League Secretary General Chadli KJibi. Tunisian Foreign 
Minister Abdul Hamid Al Sheikh returned from Paris and briefed 
President Zine Al Abidine Ibn Ali on the conference on banning chemical 
weapons. Most of the Arab ministers attended the Paris conference and 
will be coming direct to Tunis for the two sessions Thursday. The league 
had originally arranged the meetings for Wednesday but postponed them 
for a day to give the ministers time to finish off their work in Paris. Arab 
diplomats say the session on Libya will give Tripoli a statement of 
solidarity but will not invoke the joint Arab Defence Pact on military 
assistance. On Lebanon, which has no president and two rival govern- 
ments. the main proposal is to set up a group of up to five ministers to 
contact the rival Lebanese factions in preparation for new presidential 
elections. I see page 2) 
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Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Wednesday meets a delegation representing 
the Council a { Europe fPetra photo) 

* Rifai, Lawzi review 
Mideast with Council 
of Europe delegation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai held talks Wednesday on 
the latest political developments 
in the Middle East with a visiting 
delegation representing the 
Council of Europe. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said Rifai and the delegation 
headed by Miguel Angel Mar- 
tinez. leader of the Spanish group 
in the Council of Europe, also 
reviewed means to boost coop- 
eration in various fields between 
Jordan and the European Econo- 
mic Community (EEC). 

Earlier, Upper House of Par- 
liament Speaker Ahmad Lawzi 
received the delegation, winch 
arrived here from Cairo. Lawzi 
briefed the delegation on Jor- . 
dan’s efforts for a peaceful, fair 
and comprehensive settlement to 
the Middle East conflict. He also 
reviewed the latest developments 
in the region and pointed ont that 
Israel remained intransigent and 
adamant in its rejection of inter- 
national legitimacy and peace in- 
itiatives despite peace overtures 
by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), which has 
accepted U.N. resolutions 242 
and 338 and renounced terrorism. 

The call by His Majesty King 


Hnssein for an international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East stems from Jordan's faith in 
the international will and legi- 
timacy, coupled with guarantees 
undertaken by the permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council, Lawzi said. 

In reply, Martinez said, the 
delegation’s visit to Jordan was to 
assess the stuation in the Middle 
East and gain first-hand informa- 
tion on prospects for peace in the 
region as well as on how Europe 
could play a role in endeavours 
for a just and fair settlement to 
the conflict. 

Lawzi and the delegation also 
reviewed dimensions of Jordan’s 
legal and administrative disen- 
gagement from the occupied 
West Bank, the ongoing Palesti- 
nian uprising in the occupied ter- 
ritories and tbeir impact on 
efforts for peace. ' 

Several members of the Upper 
House of Parliament attended the 
meeting. 

The visiting delegation includes 
parliamentarians from Spain, 
France, Britain, Italy, Greece. 
Holland, Turkey. Portugal, and 
West Germany. 

In an interview with Petra, 
Martinez lauded Jordan’s efforts 
for peace in the Middle East. 

(Con tinned on page 3) 


AROUND THE WORLD... 


Mahdi plans broad-based government 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Prime Minister Sadeq Ai Mahdi has agreed 
to a former coalition partner’s demand for a broadly bawd 
government drawn from all political parties and Sudan’s powerful 
trade and professional unions, a newspaper said Wednesday. 
Quoting a high-level source in Mabdi’s Umraa Party, the newspap- 
er Al Khartoum reported the derision was taken at a party meeting 
Monday and that the party has begun political contacts to forge a 
compromise formula on the matter. 

Tunisian elections brought forward 

i TUNIS (R) — Tunisia will hold parliamentary and presidential 
elections April 2 instead of April 9, a government official said 
\ Wednesday. President Zine Al Abidine Ibn Ali announced the 
j April 9 date in a Nov. 7 speech but officials later realised this would 
■ fail within the fasting month of Ramadan. The presidential 
I elections wHl be the first since 1974 when former President Habib 
[ Bourgufba stood unopposed for a fourth successive term. In 1975 
\ the Chamber of Deputies (parliament) made him president for life. 
Ibn Ali is lately to be the only serious candida te this year though 
some mwH opposition groups have spoken of putting up their own 
! mnri ^ ii f pi to challenge him. 

[ Austrian chancellor arrives in Cairo 

£ CAIRO (AP) — Austrian Chancellor Franz Vranttkzy arrived 
f Wednesday on a five-day visit daring winch he is to meet with 
President Hosni Mubarak, the Middle East News Agency (MENA) 
Lsaid. He was greeted at Cairo international airport by Prime 
^Minister AtefSedU and other high-ranking Egyptian officials. 

i Turkey raps Greek Cypriots 

£ ANKARA (R) — Turkey criticised the Greeb-Cypriot ride 
f- Wednesday over its position in talks on the island’s reunification. 
£ “The Greek-Cypriot stand to exclude frbm the minutes of the 
£ me eting two new papers presented by the Turkisb ride and their 
( objection to them in the Cypriot National Council are 

* negative developments,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Inal Bate 
l said. “They create anxiety over the intentions of the Greefc- 
f Cypriot side,” he said. 

'^Sudan’s judges return to work 

VKHARTOUM (R) — Striking Sudanese judges withdrew their 
? resignations and returned to their beaches Wednesday after 
Fw hmmg a high-level hearing of their complaints, the official news 
Fagency SUNA reported. Their eight-day waft-out was sparked by a 
Usioppsal ftmm a mintete rifll mmmiflee that judges’ salaries be cut, 
g The judges are also unhappy about what they say is government 
“interference in. court affairs and arrests of provincial judges, 
^especially fa the south. 

ki.N. chief gets Palme Prize 

ferOCKHOLM (AP) — I) Jf. Secretary-Genera! Javier Perez de 
fpttfiar was awarded the $16,000 Otof Palme Prize for PubBc 
fiervfee Tuesday, and said he would use the money for a 
gchoLirsfaip for peacemakers. Perez de Cuellar accepted the award 
(from Usbet Palme, widow of. the U-N. mediator and four-term 
jprefosh prime mfenster who was shot dead nearly three years ago. 


Al Hussein, Rifai, Lawzi discuss peace prospects with European parliamentarians 


King : Mideast needs no new plans but 
efforts to implement U.N. resolutions 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — There Is no need for new 
initiatives to settle the Arab-Israeli conflict 
bnt there is need for positive response on the 
part of all concerned parties towards im- 
plementing United Nations resolutions on the 
issue so that the Palestinian problem could be 
resolved in all its aspects, His Majesty King 
Hussein said Wednesday. 


Parties to the conflict and 
‘world peace should not remain 
hostage to the willof a single party 
— Israel — which continues to 
reject international legitimacy as 
the basis for a just and fair 
solution to the conflict, the King 
told a delegation representing the 
European Parliament led by 
Speaker Lord Plumb. 

The King said Israel should rise 
to the level of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) and 
respond to the call of peace and 
accept U.N. conditions for peace. 

Plumb and the delegation are 
currently on a tour of the region 
on a fact-finding mission aimed 
primarily at helping efforts to 


convene an international peace 
conference on the Middle East. 
The delegation includes repre- 
sentatives of the parliamentary 
assembly of the Council of 
Europe. 

In his meeting with the delega- 
tion, the King reaffirmed that no 
party other than the PLO had the 
right to act or speak on behalf of 
the Palestinians. The PLO. he 
said, should be commended for 
its responsible stand which de- 
serves a united and concerted 
Arab stand behind it. The King 
described Jordan-PLO relations 
as based on mutual confidence 
and on a firm foundation of dose 
cooperation. 


The King voiced optimism that 
in light of the new superpower 
detente, which helped resolve 
many regional conflicts with 
direct bearing on world peace and 
stability, the Middle East prob- 
lem would also acquire due atten- 
tion from Moscow and Washing- 
ton. particularly that the region is 
abound with devastating weapons 
and of real strategic importance 
to the world. 

The King said the ongoing up- 
rising in the occupied territories 
reflects the Palestinian people’s 
determination to preserve their 
identity and defend dignity and 
freedom on their national soil. “It 
should be noted as well that both 
sides have extremist elements 
which do not wish to see peace 
and they continue to try by all 
means to undermine sincere 
peace efforts,” the King said. 

Peace in Gulf, Lebanon 

The ceasefire between Iran and 
Iraq after eight years of war in the 
Gulf should be used to airive at a 
comprehensive settlement of the 
conflict, the King said. 

Commenting on the strife in 
Lebanon, the King said all possi- 



His Mqjesty King Hussein Wednesday receives 
European Parliament Speaker Lord Plumb in a 


(Petra photo) 

meeting attended by Upper House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad AI Lawzi (right) 


ble efforts should be exerted to 
restore that country’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity and unity. 

Jordan has not been spared 
from international terrorism and 
the Kingdom is standing firm in 
the face of all forms of terrorism, 
the King said. He added that 
combatting terrorism needs sin- 
cere international cooperation. 

The King paid tribute to the 


European Economic Commun- 
ity’s (EEC) role in the Middle 
East and said the community’s 
efforts were essential for achiev- 
ing peace in the region. 

Jordan is totally committed to 
close operation with Europe in 
the service of world peace and 
freedom. 

In reply to the King's remarks. 
Plumb said the European Parlia- 


ment had sincere respect and 
appreciation for His Majesty’s 
stands. He voiced the European 
Parliament’s solidarity with sup- 
port for Jordan and King Hus- 
sein's efforts. 

The current visit of the delega- 
tion, Plumb said, is designed to 
crystallise specific ideas which 

(Continued on page 3) 


World pledges to outlaw chemical weapons 


PARIS (Agencies) — The world 
community pledged Wednesday 
to outlaw afi chemical weapons 
apd to rapidly sign a convention 
esfhfdng The ban. 

More than 140 countries en- 
ded a five-day conference with a 
declaration to eHtninatp ph wwi^ . 
al weapons. 

The chairman of the declara- 
tion's drafting committee, 
Kalevi Sorsa of Finland, 
summarised the six-part dec- 
laration. 

The declaration reaffirmed 
the 1925 Geneva protocol pro- 
hibiting the use of chemical 
weapons. It called for stepped- 
up negotiations in Geneva to 
ban the development, produc- 
tion, storage and use of chemic- 


al arms. It also urged streng- 
thened powers for U.N. secret- 
ary-general to investigate che- 
mical weapons use. 

Sorsa said the declaration 
jHustrates “the common will of 
nations to condemn chemical 
weapons.” 

“This wil! has prevailed... in 
the preparation of the final 
text,” he said. Preparing the 
text “required concessi o ns and 
compromises from all sides. 

“From here on we can refer . 
back to the Paris conference 
and its text.” 

The 600- word statement, 
forged during long hours of 
haggfing by negotiators, is ex- 
pected to give powerful impetus 
to the conference on disarma- 


ment in Geneva which is draw- 
ing up. a binding convention 
banning the production, stock- 
piling and use of chemical 
weapons.' 

Adoption of the text was 
briefly delayed at the confer- 
ence’s closing session when 
Romanian and Syrian delegates 
took the floor. Both underlined 
the view, most strongly adv- 
anced by Arab states, that che- 
mical disarmament conld not be 
separated from nuclear dis- 
armament. 

Bnt French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas, presiding at the 
session, made dear that both 
speakers had expressed tbeir 
support for the final declara- 
tion. 


Arab delegates “tried to 
draw attention to the particular 
situation in our region,’’ Aziz 
said at a news conference. 

“Where there is one country 
that has nodes r weapons and 
(hat country that has mass des- 
truction weapons is not a signa- 
tory to the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty... and has refused to 
reach peace... that nation con- 
stitutes a real threat to the 
peace and security of the re- 
gion,” Aziz said. 

Arab countries had wanted 
the final declaration to fink 
unclear disarmament to che- 
mical disarmament. The Arab 
position was that so long as 
Israel maintained a nuclear 
force, the Arab states needed to 


have chemical arms. Induding 
the word “nuclear" in the final 
document became the main 
obstacle to a final declaration. 

The final document that was 
receiving a last reading by fore- 
ign ministers Wednesday morn- 
ing did not include the word 
nuclear, but refers to “general 
and complete disarmament.” 
“I read the final draft,” Aziz 
said. “And that draft falls short 
of oor concerns. It refers to 
matters in generalities but it 
doesn’t highlight the matter as 
we would want it highlighted.” 
“This conference is not the 
end of things,” be said, adding 
that Arab states would press the 
matter at ongoing negotiations 
mi a chemical weapons ban in 


Geneva. 

Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz 
of Iraq said be and other Arab 
delegates finally decided not to 
take a position that would pre- 
vent the success of the confer- 
ence. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union, the only countries 
which admit possessing chemic- 
al weapons, fought to include a 
tough statement on the prolif- 
eration of poison gases. Both 
say about 20 countries now 
have stocks. 

But they gave ground in the 
face of Third World complaints 
that the non-proliferation drive 
was simply a way of keeping 
developing nations deprived of 
high technology. 


Arafat says high-level 
PLO-U.S. talks needed 


ATHENS (AP) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat said 
Wednesday that farther and high- 
er level discussions with the U.S. 
were needed to establish peace in 
the Middle East. 

“One meeting is not enough to 
reach a conclusion . But we hope 
to take practical steps in order to 
establish a comprehensive 
peace,” Arafat said at a news 
conference finishing up his 24- 
hour visit to Greece. 

Arafat said the meeting be- 
tween the U.S. ambassador to 
Tunisia and a PLO official in 
Tunis last month “was good but 
higher level contacts were 
needed.” 

Arafat expressed hope for an 
international Middle East confer- 
ence including the PLO and 
Israel under the auspices of the 
United Nations in order to bring 
peace to the region. 


Arafat, who met Greek Pre- 
mier Andreas Papandreou and 
political leaders, said it was “up 
to the Greek government to de- 
cide the time and the conditions 
to announce recognition of the 
Palestinian state." 

The Greek government has 
made it clear that it would not fall 
out of step with orher European 
Economic Community (EEC) 
states in recognising the indepen- 
dent Palestinian state declared 
last November. 

Arafat reiterated his conde- 
mnation of terrorism by indi- 
viduals, groups and states, saying 
“enough is enough.” 

He also condemned the U.S. 
downing of two Libyan jetfigh- 
ters over the Mediterranean ear- 
lier this month saying it will re- 
flect “negatively on peace in the 
Middle East.” 

“Our position is' in favour of 
Libya and against aggression,” he 



5 protesters wounded 
in occupied territories 


Yasser Arafat 

said. 

Arafat refrained from naming 
any countries which offered to 
recognise the Palestinian state. 
But he was optimistic that the 
EEC Committee for Palestinian 
Affairs would produce a new, 
practical initiative “suitable to 
deal with the new conditions.” 


PLO: Shift in Shamir’s stand 
is progress but not enough 


TUNIS (Agencies) — A Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official said Wednesday 
Israel had moved in the right 
direction on Middle East peace 
talks but the policy change fell 
short of PLO expectations. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said in a speech to Euro- 
pean parliamentarians ' Tuesday 
that the United Nations or the 
superpowers could sponsor peace 
negotiations provided they re- 
frained from involvement in the 
substance. 

The official, who declined to be 
named, described the statement, 
as an important change. “Unfor- 
tunately be doesn't say talks with 
whom, he doesn't say with the 
PLO.” he added. 

. The PLO would need the Un- 
ited Nations to play an active role 
as guarantor of any settlement, 
he added. 


The PLO position is that a 
Middle East peace settlement 
should come out of an interna- 
tional conference held under 
U.N. auspices and with the PLO 
taking part on an equal footing. 

Shamir’s aides Wednesday 
played down his offer to accept a 
U.N. role in peace talks. 

Right-wing Jewish leaders 
voiced alarm and warned Shamir 
against any “concession” that 
would lead to giving up the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Shamir told a European parlia- 
ment delegation Tuesday: “Such 
negotiations can be launched 
under the auspices of the great 
powers or the United Nation^, 
providing they refrain from any 
involvement in the substance of 
the talks.” 

The right-wing premier’s media 
adviser, Avi Pazner, insisted Sha- 
mir still rejected a U.N.-spon- 


sored international conference. 

■ “There are various means to 
get to direct negotiations. If the 
United Nations can help, he’s 
ready for U.N. help. 

"He doesn't mean there will be 
a conference. He means a role 
similar to the role played in the 
Iran- Iraq war," Pazner said. 

Other Israeli officials said Sha- 
mir’s remark was the latest in a 
series of trial balloons. 

Israeli members of parliament 
defeated Wednesday a bill to 
limi t their immunity from pro- 
secution, aimed at four of their 
colleagues due to attend a Paris 
peace conference with PLO offi- 
cials. 

The bill, introduced by Geula 
Cohen of the right-wing Tehiya 
Party, would have allowed Israel 
to prosecute parliamentarians 
who travel abroad to meet PLO 
members. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and wounded five Palestinians in 
clashes in the Gaza Strip refugee 
camps of Nusseirat and Khan 
Yunis and the West Bank village 
of ‘Ain Abush. Among the 
wounded was a 1 2- year-old shot 
in the left thigh. 

Two others, shot earlier in 
week, were in critical condition in 
Jerusalem’s Mokassed hospital, 
officials said. 

A senior general has resigned 
his commission with complaints 
that Israeli efforts to put down 
the Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied territories could dam- 
age the moral fiber of army sol- 
diers, a newspaper reported 
Wednesday. 

Questions about the army's 
role in the occupied territories 
are increasingly being debated in 
Israel, with chief of staff Dan 
Shomron also quoted Wednesday 
as saying that troops could never 
quell the rebellion because it is a 
political struggle. 

Also Wednesday, Israeli news- 
papers said the army had indicted 
three Palestinians for murder on 
charges of throwing three fire- 
bombs at an Israeli passenger bus' 
Oct. 30 in Jericho. 

Five Israelis including one sol- 
dier died in the attack. The 
Palestinians were identified as in 
their early 20s. 

Meanwhile, Jewish settlers 
have called an unprecedented 
strike Thursday to protest against 
Palestinian demonstrations and 
anti -occupation activities. 
Dozens of settlers have been in- 
jured by petrol bombs and rocks 
thrown by Palestinians during the 
13-month-old uprising. ' 

On Tuesday, Israeli troops shot , 
and wounded 10 Palestinians — j 
two critically — during protests in 
the West Bank and Gaza. j 

Hospital officials said troops i 
also dint dear! Trfna villa*"* wi. I 


dent Kaed Tumeizeh. 27, Mon- 
day night and pushed a 16-year- 
old Palestinian onto a burning 
tyre, causing third degree bums. 

Witnesses told Reuters a teen- 
age boy shot Tuesday was leaving 
his house and nowhere near a 
demonstration when he was shot. 

Hospital officials said a sixth 
Palestinian was shot in the back 


during the Gaza Strip protests 
and identified him as a Sha’ti 
■resident. 

In the West Bank, troops 
clashing with stone-throwing resi- 
dents shot and wounded four 
protesters in Tulkarem and AJ 
Amari camps, including an eight- 
year-old girl who was shot in the 
hand, the army said. 


Amal, HizboIIah fight 
amid intense mediation 


KFAR FI LA. Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Amal militiamen laun- 
ched hit-and-run attacks through 
driving rain and fog Wednesday 
while waiting for the weather to 
allow a full assault on their Hiz- 
boIIah rivals in South Lebanon. 

“The battle wiU only end when 
we clean the area from HizboIIah. 
We are waiting for the weather to 
improve to launch a new attack,” 
said Fida, an Amal official. 

At least 115 people have died 
in 12 days of bitter fighting be- 
tween Amal and HizboIIah — the 
Iranian-backed Party of God — 
as they struggle for control of 
Lebanon's 1.5 million Shi'ites. 

Independent security sources 
said the fighting in the moun- 
tainous Iqlim Al Tufah area had 
killed 60 people — 32 Amal 
militiamen, 21 HizboIIah fighters 
and seven civilians — and wound- 
ed 67 since Saturday. 

The sources expected the loll 
to rise but said fighting was 
hampering rescue work. 

Haggard-looking Amal militia- 
men said they seized 80 per cent of 
the small town of Jubab on the 
edge of Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” in southern 
Lebanon. 

They said 30 fighters were bat- 
tling HizboIIah militants entren- 
ched at the eastern end of foe 
town linking them to ‘Ain Bus- 

ivnr (Via Inrt Uivknllnh anahna !— 


the area. 

Two-thirds of Jubah's 6,000 
population have fled. 

Syria and Iran are trying to end 
the fighting, wirh Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Ali Mohammad 
Besharati meeting Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad in Damas- 
cus Tuesday to discuss the issue 
before going to Lebanon. 

Iran’s IRNA news agency said 
an Iranian delegation led by 
Foreign Ministry official 
Mahmoud Hasherai was already 
in Lebanon, where Hashemi had 
met the head of the supreme 
Shi’a council. Sheikh Mohammad 
Mehdi Shamseddine. 

HizboIIah is the parent orga- 
nisation for pro- Iranian factions 
who holding most of the 15 West- 
ern hostages, including nine 
Americans, kidnapped in Leba- 
non. 

“HizboIIah kidnaps, Iran pro- 
fits and the Shi’ites of Lebanon 
harvest the loss,” read a slogan 
daubed on walls of Kafar Filla. 

AmaJ and HizboIIah gunmen 
clashed briefly in west Beirut’s 
Bourj Abu Haidar district 
Wednesday before Syrian troops 
intervened. 

Atef Aoun. one of the Amal 
militia’s senior officials in the 
south, declared in a statement: 
“There is no room for negotia- 
tions with the Iranian delegates. 
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Afghan rebels reject 
Soviet stand, vows 
to continue fighting 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan rebels dismissed 
Wednesday as another threat Moscow’s warning 
that it might keep its troops in Afghanistan beyond 
the Feb. 15 deadline, and vowed to fight on. 

“It is not possible that we 
surrender to this super pqweF," 
guerrilla alliance leader Sibgha- 
tullah Mojaddidi said in a speech. 

Soviet First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yuli Vorontsov said in 
Moscow Tuesday his country 
might not meet the deadline, to 
which it committed itself in U.N.- 
mediated Geneva accords last 
April. 

President Reag'an said in 
Washington the United States ex- 
pected Moscow to complete the 
troop withdrawal by the deadline 
despite suggestions that it may 
not be able to do so. 

Mojaddidi. speaking at the 
Pakistan Institute of Strategic 
Studies, said Vorontsov had been 
making threats in his talks with 
guerrilla delegations in Saudi 
Arabia last monrh and in Islama- 
bad last week. 

‘it is also a threat.” he said of 
Vorontsov's statement, made at a 
news conference on his return 
from the talks. 

“Whether they delay (the 
troop pullout) or not. we will 
continue our struggle.” the* guer- 
rilla leader added. 



Najibullab — focus of conflict 

Mojaddidi heads the main 
Pakistan-based seven-party 
alliance fighting the Soviet-back- 
ed government of President Na- 
jibullah's People's Democratic' 
Party of Afghanistan (PDPA). 

The alliance said two days ago 
it would not hold further talks 
with Moscow on a future Afghan 
government until the withdrawal 


of all Soviet troops and the fall of 
the PDPA government. 

Mojaddidi, whose alliance 
wants Moscow to stop backing 
the Kabul government, said: “We 
have offered them conditions. If 
they accept these conditions, we 
are ready to talk to them again.” 

The guerrillas rejected a un- 
ilateral ceasefire declared by Na- 
jibullah Jan. 1 as well as a Soviet 
proposal that the PDPA have a 
pan in the future broad-based 
government. 

Mojaddidi said the guerrillas 
would have talked to the PDPA 
government if it had been inde- 
pendent. “But they are a puppet 
regime of the Russians and we 
are talking to the Russians." 

He said the guerrillas could 
offer no concession to the PDPA 
except an amnesty for its mem- 
bers if they surrendered. 

Moscow has withdrawn half of 
its more than 100,000 troops in 
Afghanistan under the Geneva 
accords aimed at ending the 10- 
year-old war and should complete 
the pullout by Feb. 15. 

Vorontsov told the news con- 
ference it was too early to talk 
about a withdrawal schedule, 
adding: “Circumstances could 
arise under which the Soviet Un- 
ion will be unable to do what we 
have, in principle, decided to 
do." 


Israeli group calls for closure 
of Dhahiriya detention centre 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Civil Rights 
Association of Israel Tuesday 
appealed to the supreme court for 
closure of a military detention 
centre in the occupied territories 
saying Palestinians were kept in 
inhumane conditions, Israel 
Radio reported. 

Meanwhile, two Palestinian 
lawyers who visited another milit- 
ary prison in the Naqeeb Desert 
said they were told of violent 
protests in the prison after a sick 
inmate was refused treatment. 

The civil rights group's petition 
asked the court to order the army 
to dose the detention centre in 
the village of Dhahiriya, 25 
kilometres southwest of Hebron, 
the radio report said. 

It said lawyers who visited the 
fadlity found conditions to be 
"shocking.” 

The petition, filed on behalf of 
four inmates, said one of them 
was in a cell 20 metres square 


with between 20 and 30 other 
Palestinian prisoners. 

The group told Israel Radio the 
cell had almost no ventilation and 
no sunlight. The inmates were 
prodded with a basket instead of 
a toilet, and the cell stank, the 
lawyers' group was quoted as 
saying. 

There were no figures available 
on how many Palestinians were 
being held at the centre. 

The number of detainees has 
sharply increased since Palesti- 
nians launched the uprising in 
December 1987. . 

The army says it has more than 
5,500 Palestinians in detention, 
including more than 1.500 held 
under “emergency regulations” 
without charges or trial. 

The lawyers from Bethlehem 
who visited the Ketziot prison in 
Israel said Tuesday that inmates 
told them the protests broke out 
Sunday night after prison guards 
refused medical care to a sick 


man. 

An army spokesman confirmed 
the protests and said an army 
officer and a Palestinian inmate 
were lightly injured. 

Maiy Rock, one of the attor- 
neys, told the Associated Press in 
a telephone interview: “There 
was a sick man. very ill. who 
needed medical care. No one 
cared for him, and this made the 
prisoners very angry.” 

She said that protests to sup- 
port the sick prisoner broke out 
in a section of the prison reserved 
for Gaza Strip residents and that 
guards fired teargas and rubber 
bullets to quell the protests." '' 

Inmates in sections for West 
Bank prisoners heard the com- 
motion and also began shouting. 
They, too, were met with teargas, 
she said. 

Ziad Jasser. the other lawyer, 
said prisoners throughout the 
facility went on a half-day hunger 
strike to protest the incident. 


Reagan Insists downing of 
Libyan jets was ‘self-defence* 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 

President Ronald Reagan Tues- 
day denied a published report 
•that U.S. navy jets may have 
fired prematurely in shooting 
down two Libyan MiG-23 fighters 
over the Mediterranean last 
Wednesday. 


“All the evidence and every- 
thing that we have — photo- 
graphic. sound, everything — 
(shows that) they {the U.S. 
pilots) were justified in what they 
were doing," Reagan said. 

The U.S. leader, questioned by 
reporters about last week's inci- 
dent over the Mediterranean at 
the start of a meeting with Hon- 
duran President Jose Azcona, 
said the American airmen could 
not afford to wait longer than 
they did before firing. 


“Remember, we're not dealing 
with an earlier day with machine 
guns and close contact.” he said. 
"Today, if a plane persists in 
keeping you in line ... you have to 
assume it's getting ready to push 
a button." 

Reagan's comments echoed 
those of Defence Secretary Frank 
Carlucci, who also termed the 
pilots' actions •■self-defence.” 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwatcr. asked about the 
report in the Washington Post, 
said: 'The yellow warning indi- 
cates that pilots can take defen- 
sive actions to defend themselves 
... the fact is that under the 
yellow caution, they have the 
right to defend themselves and to 
fire, and they did." 

Defence Department spokes- 
man Dan Howard echoed Fitzwa- 


ter's comments, saying, that the 
“warning yellow, weapons hold" 
command issued by the airborne 
warfare commander was intended 
to tell all of the pilots “to be 
careful; that there was probability 
of hostilities, and that they could 
shoot in self defence.” 

In another U.S. -Libyan row, 
an American diplomatic cam- 
paign has made a disputed Libyan 
fadlity less likely to go into op- 
eration, produce chemical 
weapons and require American 
military intervention, according 
to a senior U.S. official. 

Because of the U.S. effort, 
"the world spotlight is focused on 
it (the Libyan fadlity) and it 
would seem more difficult for 
Western companies to step for- 
ward and become involved in it,” 
the offidal told Reuters. 



A scene from the Soviet troop withdrawal from 
Afghanistan that began in May 1987. The Soviet 
Union hinted Tuesday that it might not meet the 


Feb. 15 deadline 
(Sygma photo) 


complete 


withdrawal 


Syria backs proposal for Arab 
contact group on Lebanon 


BEIRUT (Agenries) — Syria’s 
Foreign Minister Farouq A1 Shar- 
aa was quoted Wednesday as 
saying his country supported 
proposals for a minis terial contact 
group on Lebanon's constitution- 
al crisis. 

“Syria supports an Arab com- 
mittee to make contact and listen 
to all Lebanese groups in order to 
achieve reconciliation based on_ 
political reform,” the indepen- 
dent A1 Nahar newspaper quoted 
Sharaa as telling its correspon- 
dent in Paris Tuesday. 

The idea has been circulating in 
advance of a Arab League meet- 
ing in Tunis, which has been 
postponed until Thursday to give 
ministers time to arrive from an 
international conference on che- 
mical weapons in Paris. 

Lebanon has not had a presi- 
dent since Amin Gemayel ended 
his term in September without a 
successor being elected. 

The Tunis meeting was post- 
poned because most of the Arab 
foreign ministers were still in 
Paris attending the international 
conference on chemical arms, 
where Arab states want to link 
the banning of chemical weapons 
to that of nuclear arms. 

The visit of Arab League 
Secretary General Chadli Klibi to 
Spain, scheduled for Thursday, 
also was postponed 24 hours. 



Farouq Sharaa 

Arab League spokesman 
Mohammad Maghrebi said the 
first session, on Libya, would 
start Thursday morning instead of 
Wednesday afternoon and the 
ministers would then go straight 
on to discussing Lebanon at a 
technically separate session. 

In the debate on Lebanon, the 
ministers will have to decide 
whether to include Syria or Iraq 
or both on the proposed ministe- 
rial contact group, Arab diplo- 
mats said Tuesday. 

The contact group, which could 


include up to five Arab foreign 
ministers, would have the task of 
gening in touch with all the par- 
ties in Lebanon's internal conflict 
in the hope of paving the way for 
presidential elections. 

It is the only practical proposal 
the Arab League Council is likely 
to discuss, though the Arab 
ministers may bring new ideas 
from Paris, the diplomats said. 

The meeting on Libya was de- 
manded by Tripoli immediately 
after the destruction of two Li- 
byan jets Jan. 4 by fighters from a 
U.S. carrier in the Mediterra- 
nean. The United States says it 
acted in self defence. Libya says 
its patrol planes were attacked. 

The meeting on Lebanon was 
sought by Sudan to discuss Leba- 
non's institutional crisis. 

However, Lebanon will not be 
represented at the meeting, a 
source at the Lebanese Foreign 
Ministry said Tuesday. 

Two feuding Lebanese 
cabinets, one miUtaiy and one 
civilian, have failed to agree on a 
unified delegation to represent 
Lebanon at the Tunis parley, said 
the Foreign Ministry source. 

"Unfortunately no agreement 
could be reached on a Lebanese 
representation although the 
Lebanon crisis is on the Arab 
League's agenda,” the source 
said. 


Rajavi lists 1,107 executed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The main 
Iranian dissident group. Mujahe- 
deen-e-Khalq, has named 1,107 
political prisoners it said had 
been executed by Iran since the 
Aug. 20 ceasefire in the Gulf war. 

In a cable to U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and telexed to the Jordan Times, 
Mujahedeen leader Masoud Ra- 
javi said: 

"The shocking figure is only a 
portion of at least 12,000 political 
executions which have been car- 
ried out throughout Iran in the 
past five months.” 

Rajavi quoted eyewitness re- 
ports from Iran as saying: “A 
great number of political prison- 
ers have been massacred in recent 
weeks with the use of poisonous 
gases.” 

Rajavi emphasised in his tele- 
gram: “The Khomeini regime has 
undoubtedly entered the final 
stage of its medieval rule since it 
swallowed the 'poison’ of a ceas- 
efire. The regime has now placed 
the physical extermination of 
political prisoners on its agenda." 

Rajavi pointed to examples of 
the Khomeini regime's “crimes" 
such as incinerating the bodies of 
execution victims in order to des- 
troy criminal evidence such as 
torture marks on prisoners' 
bodies. 



and evidence, the Iranian people 
and resistance’s request is a whol- 
ly justified and undeniable de- 
mand. Khomeini should not be 
permitted to brazenly ridicule 
world public opinion and the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations, which has condemned 
the grave violation of human 
rights in 1 )r four consecutive 
years, by sifymg his criminal 
acts. Dot it such a regime 
warrant e ion from the Un- 
ited Natif 


Massoud Rajavi 

"Numerous prisons can be 
named where all political prison- 
ers have been executed, among 
them Dizelabad prison in Ker- 
munshah. Vakilabad prison in 
Mashad. and prisons in Gach- 
saran. Khorramabad, Kerman, 
and Masjid Soleiman,” he said. 

He urged the U.N. secretary 
general to take “effective, urgent 
steps" and requested that he send 
a U.N. mission to Iran. 

Rajavi added: "With the exist- 
ence of such an extraordinary 
amount of documents, witnesses 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel, Egypt discuss Taba 

PARIS (AP) — Egyptian and Israeli foreign ministers held a 
second meeting Tuesday on the sidelines of the chemical weapons 
conference here to try to solve the problem of the disputed 
territory of Taba, officials said. Egyptian Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdul Meguid and bis Israeli counterpart, Moshe Ar ens ' talked for 
90 minutes, spokesmen for both embassies said. The two met for 
the first time Sunday. 

Lebanese smuggler {ailed in Cyprus 

LARNACA (AP) — A local court sentenced a Lebanese heroin 
smuggler Tuesday to four years imprisonment for trying to smuggle 
210 grammes of heroin. Ali Mohammad Haidar was arrested Oct. 
14 in this port city in transit for Spain and was charged with 
attempting to deliver the drug to a second party there. Haidar, who 
arrived by boat from the Lebanese port of Jounieb, was hiding the 
drug in his anus. The 44-year -old Lebanese made the airport 
narcotic agents suspicious by the way he walked and later X-ray 
checks at the town's general hospital revealed three small bags of 
heroin hidden in his body. 

Oom ready for Soviet students 

NICOSIA (R) — Theological schools in Qom, Iran's main centre 
of Shi’ite learning, are prepared to teach Islam to Soviet students 
and researchers, Tehran Radio reported Tuesday. In a message 
delivered at the Kremlin last week, Iran's spiritual leader Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini pronounced communism dead and invited 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to send aides to Qom to study 
Islam. Tehran Radio said the Association of Qom Theologica 
professors announced it was ready to back up Khomeini’s offer 
There has been no response from the Soviet Union yet. ■ 

Warrant out in cruise ship attack 

t 

PIRAEUS ( AP) — A district attorney in this Athens port city has 
issued an arrest warrant for an Arab who allegedly look part in the 
City of Poros cruise ship attack last July, a spokesman for his office 
said Tuesday. Piraeus district attorney Giorgos Vlassis issued the 
arrest warrant for Mohammad Adnan Zozad, 21, Monday, said the 
spokesman. But a report drafted by port authority officials and 
submined to the district anomey on Dec. 23 said Zozad, a 
Lebanese national, was killed by an explosion aboard the liner. 
Police said after the attack that they had found remains of a leg 
which they believed belonged to Zozad. 

Britain to withdraw Gulf navy patrol 

LONDON (R) — Britain said Tuesday it would withdraw its force 
of three ships sent to the Gulf in 1987 to clear mines laid during the 
Iran-Iraq war. Armed Forces Minister Archie Hamilton said in a 
statement the August ceasefire in the Gulf and the success of 
British, Belgian, Dutch, Italian, French and U.S. ships in removing 
mines made it possible to recall the three minesweepers in March 
He said the patrol would remain in the area of the Gulf and the 
Indian Ocean ready to escort British-registered ships if Iranian or 
Iraqi forces resumed attacks. Three minesweepers would stand by 
in case mine-laying resumed. 

Iran: British 'threats 1 unproductive 

NICOSIA (AP) — London’s demands that Tehran should do more 
to help free three British hostages in Lebanon before bilateral ties 
can be improved have evoked an angry response in an English- 
language Iranian daily. Also Tuesday, British Airways said, that it 
had cancelled next Friday's scheduled flight to Tehran, which was 
to be the carrier’s first flight to Iran after a three-year break. The 
airline said it hopes to resume flights from the week after. The 
Tehran Times said in an editorial Tuesday, that "such statements 
can appear as threats from London to slow down the pace/of 
improving relations/' the Islamic Republic News Agency reported- 

Remissions to over 900 prisoners in Morocco , 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco has remitted the 
sentences of 985 prisoners to mark a nationalist anniversary 
Wednesday, the Justice Ministry said. The ministry did not say who 
would benefit. In previous royal clemency cases they have been 
criminals. Two Moroccan human rights groups appealed in 
December for a general amnesty for political prisoners. Opposition 
parties put the number of such detainees at between 25 and 300. 
Wednesday is the 45th anniversary of the publication of the 
“Independence Manifesto” by nationalists of the IstiqlaJ Party 
during the French and Spanish protectorates. 

Egyptian court rejects editor’s request 

CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian court Tuesday rejected an editor's 
request to reopen a cultural and scientific club that was shut down 
by the government after its newspaper published an editorial 
critical of Saudi Arabia. The Cairo court ruled that the dub, 
through its newspaper, had entered into political activities counter, 
to its charter, the Middle East News Agency reported. The 
government in August disbanded the Friends of the Arab Media 
Club, which sponsored the Nasserite weekly Sawt AI Arab, after it 
attacked Saudi Arabia's government in an editorial. 

Mossad head to be replaced — 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The head of Israel’s super-secret Mossad 
intelligence agency is to be replaced within several days after 
spending more than six years in the post, Israel Radio reported 
Tuesday. It said that the agent, whose name was not given in 
keeping with "security” regulations, was the first Mossad offidal 
ever appointed to head the service. The outgoing' head of Mossad is 
to be replaced either by another senior Mossad official or by a 
“senior personality from outside that . organisation;" the radio 
reported. It said that during his years in service the intelligence 
agency suffered some failures, among them the discovery of false 
passports used by Mossad operatives in West Germany and the 
expulsion of Mossad agents from Britain several months ago. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Frost is expected to form in the early 
morning in the desert and southern 
areas. Clouds appear at different alti- 
tudes and gradual increase in tempera- 
ture is expected. Winds will be north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Minima*. temp. 

Amman 2 f 10 

Aqaba 7 I 16 

Deserts 0 1 II 

Jordan Valley 6/17 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 7. Aqaba 14. Humidity readings: 
Amman 70 per cent. Aqua 64 per 
cent. 
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AMMAN: 
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Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 
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Water and Sewerage 
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Amman Municipality 
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Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 j | 

Water Authority 680100 
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AMMAN: 

Hussein Medial Centre 813813/32 
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JabaJ Amman Maternity.. 642362 
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ZARQA: 
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IRB1D: 
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AQAJBA: 
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Uppciflowcc pride 
Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) .. 

Beau 

Broad beans 


Carrots 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber? 

Dales 

Eggplant (large) 

‘ at (small) 


in Bis per kg. 

450 / 400 

350/300 

300/250 

550 / 400 

750 / 650 

1401100 

200/150 

230/200 

600 / 500 

600/500 

120/ 80 

170/120 

240/200 


Grapefruit 160/130 

Lemon 200/ 150 

Marrow (large) : 200/150 

Marrow (small) 350/280 

Orange (French) 320 / 280 

Orange (Shammouti) 350 / 300 

Orange (local) 250 / 200 

Onion (dry) „ 190 / 150 

Pepper(h°0 - 560/480 

Pepper (sweet) 500/400 

Potato ‘ 230 / 200 

Spinach 120/80 

Mandarin 240/180 

Tomatoes 350 / 280 
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820 fils 

AMMAN (J.T) — TOe price of 
chicken. has gone tip by 80 fils a 
' ’ Jrilogramnie in- view of the high 
cost of feed concentrates and 
' veterinary, medicine involved in 
poultry , production in the King’ 
dbm,. iscdording to an official 
; announcement by Minister of 
Supply. Fayez Tarawneh. 

..The minister's statement said 
that poultry (chicken) meat will 
be sold from now on at the rate of 
820 fils per kilogramme at all 
stores, up from 740 fils. ' 

-It also said that a kilogramme 
of live chicken bought from stores 
that slaughter chicken will cost 
6 80 fils up from '600 fils. 

- The statement made it dear 
that the increase in prices was 
derided on upon a recommenda- 
tion from a committee set up to 
study .the poultry situation. This 
committee, grouped representa- 
tives of the ministries of Supply, 
Agriculture, Industry and Trade, 
and the Agricultural Credit Cor- 
poration. 

The last -hike in the price of . 
poultry was in 1981, and accord- 
ing to the statement, the rise in 
the price was inevitable. 

The increase in the price of 
. poultry meat followed a period 
that witnessed a chronic shortage 
of poultry meat on the local 
market. 

As the short supply of poultiy 
meat was reported, a spokesman 
for the Ministry of Supply said 
that only l,0ti0 chicken were 
slaughtered at the Amman muni- 
cipality's slaughter house every 
day, compared to an average of 
22,000 heads of chicken before 
the crisis. " ■ 



LAWZI RECEIVES PLUMB: Up- 
per ■ House of Parliament Speaker Ahmad Al 
Laws' Wednesday receives the speaker of Euro- 
pean Parliament, Sir Henry Plumb and his 


accompanying delegation at the parliament build- 
ing in Amman (see story on page one) (Petra 
photo) 


Soviets to buy first consignment 
of Jordanian phosphates in 1989 


1 AMMAN {Petra. J.J.) — The 
; Soviet Union will import its first 
j consignment of Jordanian phos- 
I phate during 1989 in implementa- 
• tion of an agreement signed by 
! the two sides in Moscow last 
month. This was announced here 
following a meeting between 
' Prime Minister Za id Rifai and 
Soviet Ambassador to Jordan 
i Alexander Zinchuk during which 
i they reviewed cooperation in a 
| number of fields and devejop- 
! ments in the Middle East region, 

1 according to the* Jordan News 
Agency. Petra. 

The agency said the two sides 
agreed at the meeting that a 
Soviet technical committee 
should visit Jbrdn during January 
to pave the way for a joint Jorda- 
nian-Soviet ministerial committee 
meeting that will convene in Mos- 
cow in March. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


RIFAI SENDS CONDOLENCES: Prime Minister Zaid Rifai has 
delegated the governor of Irbid to participate in the funeral of 
Mariam Mahmoud Khasawneh and to convey his condolences to the 
Khasawneh family. (Petra) 

HINDAWI MEETS JOSPIN: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Education Thouqan Hindawi Tuesday held talks with French 
Minister of Education, Youths, and Sports Lionel Jospin on the 
sidelines of an international conference on education. They discussed 
educational, cultural, and technical cooperation between Jordan and 
France. {Petra) " 

DAJANI RECEIVES U.K. ENVOY: Interior Minister Rajai 
Dajani Wednesday reviewed with British Ambassador in Amman 
Anthony Reeve the existing cooperation between .the two countries. 

• (Petr**' • *>•■*£*- '-■* • • - '- ; ' r :: ■■ •- 

MINISTERS TO VISIT GHOR: Hie Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environment, the Minister of Agriculture, and 
the Minister of State at the Prime Ministry will visit the Gbor region 
Thursday to inspect the extent of damage the agricultural projects 
sustained in the wake of the acute drop in temperature which affected 
the region recently. (Petra) 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT: Zarqa Governor Id Al Qatarneh 
Wednesday discussed with Director General of Urban Development 
Department Dr. Hi sham Zagha development projects at Janaa 
region and means to boost housing projects in Ruserfeh, Yajouz, and 
Al Dahiriyeh, (Petra) . 

* ■ 

OICC CONFERENCE: Greater Amman Mayor Abdul Raouf Al 
Rawabdeh Wednesday reviewed with Secretary General of the 
Organisation of Islamic Capitals and Cities (OICC) Abdul Qadir 
Qoshak the special arrangements to be undertaken for the fifth 
OICC conference which is due to convene in Amman in the second 
half of March. (Petra) 


72.1 million cubic metres of 
water stored in reservoirs 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
total amount of rain water stored 
in reservoirs behind dams in Jor- 
dan is now estimated at 72.1 
million cubic metres, according to 
Dr. Mohammad Bani Hani, the 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) 
secretary general. 

Bani Hard said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, that water behind the King 
Talai Dam is now estimated at 56 
million cubic metres, out of a 
total reservoir capacity of 90 mil- 
lions, the Wadi A 1 Arab Dam has 


10 million cubic metres, Sbarha- 
bil Dam, 2.6 million and Kafrain 
and Wadi Shueib each, 900,000 
cubic metres of water. 

The rain water which is col- 
lected in the reservoirs is being 
used for irrigation in the Jordan 
Valley during the dry season. 

The recent rains were in- 
strumental in replenishing the re- 
servoirs, and according to the 
Department of Meteorology, rain 
that fell by the end of December 
surpassed the general average by 
1J0 to 150 per cent. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77ie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

t&e daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at Al 
Wasiti Art Gallery. 

■it The Iraqi Cultural Week which includes an exhibition by the 
Iraqi artist Salam Al Madamgheh and an exhibition of 
children's paintings and children’s literary and cultural books, 

~ at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* An exhibition entitled “New Museum Buddings in the Federal 
Republic of Germany'* at the Yarmook University — 11:00 
a.m. 

☆ A plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Kama!, Samar A| Sake' 
-and Nibal Saleh the Housing Bank Gallery. 

☆ An exhibition of photos and videos on “La Defense”, a new 
district in Paris which became a symbol of arcbitectztfal 
creativity, ( at the French Cultural Centre. 

Sr The Yugoslavian graphic art exhibition at- the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

BAZAAR 

-ir A charity bazaar rtmt includes wooden handicrafts, embroider-' 
ies, artificial flowers, children’s toys and cultural books at 
Ala'a Centre, Hiltin Refugee Camp. 

FUJW 

* A feature mm “Inherit ihe Wind” at the American Centre — . 
7:00 p.m. 


Jordan and The Soviet Union 
last month concluded an agree- 
ment on trade to be conducted ou 
equitable basis and in a manner 
tbat would achieve a balance in 
trade and increase the volume of 
exchanged products. 

Jordan at present imports 
Soviet iron ore, timber, paper, 
equipment and chemicals, and 
through the December agreement 
the Kingdom hopes to sell the 
Soviets phosphate along with 
other national products. 

The agreement in Moscow was 
concluded during a weeblong visit 
there by an economic delegation 
led by the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade Secretary General 
Mohammad Saqqaf following the 
formation last year of a joint 
committee to look into ways of 
promoting trade and economic 
cooperation. 


Saqqaf said upon returning to 
Amman rhat the Soviets had ex- 
pressed desire to purchase 40 
types of Jordanian products in- 
cluding toothpaste, tissue paper, 
cosmetics, woollen cloth, cotton 
material, socks, gas range, nylon 
bags, refrigerators, 'washing 
machines, domestic appliances, 
furniture, nails, wooden doors, 
metal pipes, leather shoes and 
frames for eyeglasses, leather 
suitcases, paint, yeast, pesticides, 
ballpoint pens, detergents and 
elecrric materials. 

According to Petra, the prime 
minister Tuesday also met with 
Italy's ambassador to Jordan 
Francesco de Curten who deli- 
vered the Italian government's 
consent to the formation of a 
joint Jordanian-1 talian ministerial 
committee to promote trade, eco- 
nomic and cultural cooperation. 


Small locust swarms 
eliminated near Aqaba 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A number of 
small swarms of locusts which 
entered Jordanian territory in the 
Aqaba region have been elimin- 
ated, according to an announce- 
ment by the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture Wednesday. 

. The announcement said that 
the locusts, which infiltrated to 
the areas of Sbwei’ and Wadi Al 
Yitem within the Aqaba area, 
had come from neighbouring 
“Saudi Arabia where local teams 
there had been combating them 
in the area of badi which lies 
some 50 kilometres from the pro- 
vince of Haqel. 

The ministry announcement 
denied that any swarms of locusts 


had entered or settled in the 
Wadi Al Yitem and Wadi Rum 
areas in southern Jordan. 

The ministry had earlier re- 
ported that teams involved in 
combating locusts in the southern 
Jordan have eliminated al! 
swarms that invaded the country 
in the past month, but it warned 
that locusts were expected to 
return in the early spring as pro- 
jected by the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
which said that locust danger was 
expected to haunt the Eastern 
Mediterranean and North Afri- 
can regions for at least four or 
five years to come. 


Amman Police to remove 
beggars from streets 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman 
Police Department has launched 
a wide-scale campaign to remove 
from the streets of the capital and 
main traffic light junctions groups 
of boys who gather round cars 
trying to sell a variety of things to 
motorists. 

The campaign is also designed 
to collect beggars and youths who 
try to clean cars as a means 
begging their living, according to 
a report in Al Ra’i daily newspap- 
er Wednesday. 

The report quotes a police 
spokesman as saying that the 
campaign was being carried out 
to prevent youths from getting 


involved in crimes or illegal ac- 
tions. 

Teams of police patrols will be 
going round ibe capital in accord- 
ance with a timetable to make 
sure that the streets are rid of the 
beggars and vendors, and those 
apprehended will have their cases 
studied by specialists individual- 
ly, the spokesman said. 

He said beggars gathering 
around entrances of mosques and 
other public places mil also be 
prevented from doing so and 
noted that assistance by the 
needy can be sought from charit- 
able societies. 


Greater Amman approves 
JD 38.714m. budget for ’89 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Greater 
Amman Municipality has 
approved of a JD38.714 million 
budget' for 1989 to cover various 
sectors, of municipal and public 
services within the Greater Am- 
man region. - 

The budget was announced at a 
municipal council meeting Tues- 
day evening when the Mayor 
Abdul Ra’ouf Al Rawabdeh 
announced that the derision was 
made to establish a new bus 
terminal' for travellers beading 
north and the project will be 
carried out during 1989. 

A total of 35 dunums of land 
near the University of Jordan 
Bridge has been appropriated for 
the new terminal to replace the 
one currently existing at Abdali 


which, the mayor said, will be 
turned into a public garden. 

Rawabdeh said the present 
truck terminal south of Amman 
was causing nuisance and incon- 
venience for the public and there- 
fore a' 400-dunum plot of land, 
□ear the Sahab cemetery, will be 
turned into a parking lot for 
trucks. 

According to the announce- 
ment, the municipality will have a 
deficit of JD2.229 million but this 
will be covered through cuts in 
expenditure, increasing collec- 
tions of taxes on homes and 
licences for stores and workshops, 
and fees for car parks, advertise- 
ment plates and licences for in- 
dustries. 


Committee to set up Arab 
certified accountants exam 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An experts 
committee consisting of a number 
6f Arab and international profes- 
sionals will hold a meeting in 
London Friday, Jan. 13, to final- 
ise arrangements for the setting 
up of the. first Arab certified 
accountants examination, sche- 
duled for November of this year. 

A number of professional lead- 
ers will attend the meeting of the 
Arab Society of Certified 
Accountants (ASCA) Examina- 
tions Supervisory Committee. 

An ASCA spokesman said that 
Arab graduates in the fields of 
accounting, business administra- 


tion, commerce and economics, 
will be able to sit for these ex- 
aminations which are to be held 
in major Arab capitals not yet 
designated. t 

The spokesman added that this 
step came as a result of intensive 
contacts with leading internation- 
al professional societies in addi- 
tion to the efforts of a number of 
prominent university professors 
who cooperated to translate the 
study material supplied by the 
Financial Training Courses Ltd. 
London, a professional training 
firm. 
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Intifada created new conditions 
for Arab workers — ILO aide 


By Najwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The intifada in the occupied -Arab 
territories has created new circumstances for 
Palestinian workers, according to a senior official of 
the International Labour Organisation (ILO). 


“The important question in the 
occupied territories now is wbat 
will be the results of the intifa- 
da?” said Claude Rossiliion. head 
of Equality of Rights branch of 
the ILO. “At any rate, ‘"workers 
are willing to endure all the sacri- 
fices (which accompany the in- 
tifada).” 

According to the information 
gathered by the ILO's annual 
mission to the directly involved 
countries. Rossiliion said, Palesti- 
nian officials have indicated that 
the Palestinians in the occupied 
territories have suffered big eco- 
nomic losses due to the intifada. 

’ During the mission's three-day 
visit to Jordan, the three dele- 
gates met with officials from the 
Ministry of Labour, the Chamber 
of Industry, the Jordanian Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions, the 
embassy of Palestine and the 
joint Jordanian-Pale$tinian Com- 
mittee for the steadfastness of 
Palestinian people under occupa- 
tion. 

Rossiliion. who left Jordan 
Wednesday, said ILO's annual 
mission to Jordan. Syria. Egypt 
and Tunis, aims to collect re- 
levant information on the occu- 
pied territories from the respec- 
tive countries. 

Another ILO mission will visit 
only the occupied territories next 
month. The information gathered 
by both missions will be compiled 
into an annual report, and will be 


presented to the ILO. . 

Visits to the occupied territor- 
ies and surrounding countries 
have been ongoing since 1978 and 
1982 respectively., Rossiliion has 
been on one mission or another 
for the past ten years. 

He says that the workers' con- 
dition in the occupied territories 
have worsened due to the lack of 
economic development, incen- 
tives for economic development 
in the occupied territories and 
lack; of investors or investments 
by the Israeli government. 

■ As for the “Palestinians who 
work in the Israeli sector, “the 
question here is whether they 
receive equal treatment as Israeli 
workers.” Rossiliion said. 

The Palestinians say “they are 
not protected by trade unions, do 
not receive the benefits of social 
security or taxes paid,” he said. 
“Since Israel maintains that con- 
ditions are okey, we can never 
find the full truth.” But. Rossii- 
Ijoii contend that deductions from 
the wages of Palestinians working 
in Israel for certain social security 
schemes, “are of no use to 
Palestinians since they are not 
residents of Israel.” 

This “legalistic and political” 
point is also applied to the heavy 
taxes on the wages received by 
Palestinians. “The Palestinians 
say that they do not receive any 
of the returns in the occupied 
territories, while the Israelis reply 


that anyone who wants to work 
has to pay taxes.” 

These Palestinian workers in 
Israel, who are mostly from 
Gaza, are also the workers facing 
the most difficult conditions. 
More than any other workers in 
the occupied territories they live 
in “appalling conditions" such as 
living in small areas with huge 
concentration of people, poverty 
and unhealthy surroundings. 
Rossiliion siad. 

“I always had the impression 
that something was bound to ex- 
plode in Gaza... and it did in 
December 1987.” he said. 

In addition to employment and 
labourers' conditions, the Palesti- 
nian trade unions’ rights are 
affected by the Israeli occupation 
authorities. “They (Israelis) claim 
that the trade unions are a breed- 
ing ground for activists.” he said. 

Rossiliion stresses that under 
such circumstances (occupation), 
“it is difficult to differentiate be- 
tween trade union activity and 
political activity.” 

The ILO has worked to ensure 
the continued activity of some 
trade unions. In 1978, the ILO 
made recommendations to 
reopen the trade unions in Jeru- 
salem and Gaza. “They were 
allowed to reopen but with severe 
restrictions which have always 
been a problem," Rossiliion 
said, citing one restriction as 
“Israelis freezing the situation by 
not allowing the trade unions to 
have more members than were 
present in 1967.” 

The ILO has also made recom- 
mendations, which Rossiliion 
says have been followed, “to 
some extent by the Israelis.” 
These recommendations have 
concentrated on extending social 
security to the Palestinians and 


on facilitating the situation for 
employment and production. 

Although he says that the re- 
sults are not “fully satisfactory,” 
Rossiliion points our that the- 
situation is difficult to evaluate. 

“In the occupied territories ev- 
erything is obliterated by occupa- 
tion and the psychological factor 
which accompanies ft. Palesti-* 
nians feel like foreigners in their 
own country. So even if there is 
improvement on behalf of the 
Israelis, it is in a way true that 
there can be no improvement 
with occupation.” Rossiliion said. 

But until occupation ends, the 
ILO has tried to further alleviate 
the situation by offering technical 
assistance, vocational, trade un- 
ion and self-help training and 
financing for a number of pro- 
jects. 

The ILO was created after 1918 
to coordinate efforts with various 
countries towards improving the 
simation of workers. At first the 
ILO was adopted by the Trade 
Labour Movement, then it be- 
came pan of the League of Na- 
tions. In 1945 the ILO became a 
specialised U.N. agency working 
for and defending workers' rights 
around the world. 

As an intergovernmental orga- 
nisation, the ILO has several 
bodies which include all member 
states and which in turn follow up 
on complaints made by govern- 
ments. trade unions or em- 
ployers, adopt resolutions and set 
up programmes. 

The teams, which are sent to 
different regions, are official rep- 
resentatives of the director gener- 
al and annual monitoring of situa- 
tions in different regions con- 
tinues for as long as the condi- 
tions persist. 


Arab countries consume 
$2.3b. worth of medicine 


30,000 foreigners renew 
work permits in 3 weeks 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — A sur- 
vey on medicine in the Arab 
World last year revealed that the 
Arab countries together con- 
sumed S2.3 billion worth of medi- 
cine in 1987, according to Nizar 
Jardaneb, chairman of the board 
of the Arab Union of the Manu- 
facturers of Pharmaceuticals and 
Medical Appliances (AUPAM). 

Jardaneh. who returned from 
AUPAM. board meeting and a 
seminar held in the Moroccan city 
of Casablanca, said that the sur- 
vey also revealed that $0.8 billion 
worth of the total consumption 
was of medicine manufactured in 
the Arab World. 

He said the figures indicated 
fhaf there was need to develop 
the Arab World's pharmaceutical 
industries. 

He said production could be 
raised so that Arab phar- 
maceuticals could form up to 60 
per cent of the Arab World's 
consumption. 

Jardaneh told a press confer- 


ence here that the three-day 
seminar in Morocco discussed a 
• host of subjects related to the 
pharmaceutical industries and 
called for the establishment of a 
pan-Arab medicine market in im- 
plementation erf resolutions pas- 
sed by the Council of Arab Eco- 
nomic Unity (CAEU) which 
formed the AUPAM. 

The seminar urged the Arab 
Nations to carry out projects de- 
signed to bring about an integra- 
tion among Arab states in phar- 
maceutical production and called 
for the removal of all barriers that 
impede the Sow of medicine 
among the Arab states, Jardaneh 
noted. 

He said the seminar derided to 
study the establishment of a pan- 
Arab fund to extend assistance to 
needy Arab states, especially dur- 
ing natural disasters, and that the 
subject will be referred to the 
Arab health ministers at their 
March 20 meeting in Libya. 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — At 
least 30,000 non-Jordanians 
working in the Kingdom renewed 
their work permits over the past 
three weeks as a result of a 
consistent campaign by the Minis- 
try of Labour and its various 
offices in the Kingdom to ensure 
that foreign workers were abiding 
by the ministry regulations. 
Minister of Labour Marwan 
Dudin announced here 
Wednesday. 

The minister said in a state- 
ment to the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that the campaign will 
be of a continuous nature, and 
that on Saturday teams from the 
Labour Ministry, who had earlier 
visited firms and companies to 
ensure the application of the law; 
will be calling again at the same 
businesses-for the same purpose. 

These measures, the minister 
noted, are being taken to orga- 
nise the local labour market and 
to ensure that Jordanians have 
priority in employment, and that 


non-Jordanians brought into the 
country were being employed in 
jobs for which they had been 
issued work permits. 

Dudin added that the ministry 
would not hesitate to order non- 
Jordanians to leave the country if 
they are found to be violating the 
law, and that thier employers 
would be held responsible for 
their actions and will shoulder the 
cost of their workers' travel back 
home. ... 

Last week, the director of the 
Alien and Border Posts Division 
at the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) said that by Dec. 31, 
1988. there were a total of 
226,754 non-Jordanians living in 
the Kingdom. He said rhese in- 
clude Arab and non-Arab 
nationals. 

Director Mohammad Tarazi 
said that at present the govern- 
ment is charging JD 100 for work, 
permits issued to Arab workers 
employed in the Kingdom. 


Campaign launched to clean up waste in Jordan Valley 


DEIR ALLA (Petra, J.T.) — A 
campaign is being launched in the 
Jordan Valley region to guide 
local fanners and citizens on 
means of disposing of waste plas- 
tic which are now being strewn on 
a wide area of. land with harmful 
effects to the public. 

A meeting held under the 
chairmanship of the central Jor- 
dan Valley District governor of 


Deir Alla, discussed the problem 
and derided to entrust heads of 
local and village councils with the 
task of forming committees to 
tour areas and meet with fanners 
to guide them on means to dis- 
pose of the waste, to avoid pollu- 
tion problems. 

The local Department of 
Education has decided to give 
instructions on the same issue to 


students at schools. 

On Dec. 28, Her Majesty - 
Queen Noor chaired a meeting of 
a committee in charge of planning 
improvements for the Jordan 
Valley region and developing its 
touristic sites. 

The committee reported on 
steps taken for setting up national 
parks and serviced picnic areas in 


the valley with a view to reducing 
the amount of waste and litter in 
the fields. 

The committee reviewed a 
draft law to protect the area from 
pollution as a result of plastic 
waste, solid and liquid garbage 
left by visitors and vacationers, 
and natural manure which serves 
as a breeding ground for common 
flies. 


King: Efforts needed to implement resolutions 


(Continued from page 1) 

could only be complete with King 
Hussein's views, which are char- 
acterised with wisdom and far- 
sightedness. 

Plumb invited Jordan to take 
part in an international par- 
liamentary conference which 
would bring together 23 Euro- 
pean countries, the Arab states 
and the Palestine National Coun- 
cil (PNC) to discuss the Middle 
East problem and advance efforts 
to convene an international peace 
conference. 

The King's meeting with the Euro- 
pean Parliament delegation was 
attended by Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
Royal Court Chief Field Marshal 
Sharif Zaid (fan Shaker, the King’s 
political advisor Adnan Abu Odeh 
and the King's special advisor Amer 
Khamraash. 

Earlier in the day. Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai held talks with the visiting 
delegation on Middle .East develop- 
ments and efforts for peace in the 
region. 

Plumb said the EEC believes that a 
just solution to die region's conflict 
should be based on U.N. Security 
Counci] Resolutions 242 and 338. 
Rifai voiced Jordan's appreciation of 
the EEC's position on the issue and 
called for further cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and the community in 
all fields. 

The delegation, which arrived here 
from the occupied territories 
Wednesday, also held a round of talks 
with Speaker Lawzi. 

Lawzr said that the present favour- 
able international situation should 
prompt major powers to cake serious 
measures to solve the Middle East 
problem. 


U.N. resolutions on the Middle 
East, Lawzi said, serve as an umbrella 
for a just and durable peace. 

Jordan believes that peace has be- 
come nearer now that the PNC has 
recognised these resolutions which 
give Israel the right to live and co- 
exist with the other nations of the 
region, Lawzi noted. 

The delegation members were the 
guests of honour at a dinner hosted by 
Lawzi Wednesday evening. In a 
speech on the occasion, Lawzi paid 
tribute to Europe and said Jordan 
believes tbat a united Europe repre- 
sents a power and guarantee for 
peace and prosperity not only for its 
people biit also for tbe world in 
general and tbe Middle East in par- 
ticular. 

Pointing out that Joran was always 
com mined to a peaceful settlement of 
the Middle East conflict on the basis 
of “land in exchange for peace,” and 
Palestinian national rights through an 
international conference. Lawzi said 
Israel "alone insists on its stubborn 
stands that deny the legitimate rights 
of the Palestinians.” 

“Instead of favourably responding 
to... positive developments on the 
part of the PLO... ana to the implica- 
tions of the uprising. . . Israel insists on 
rejecting international legitimacy and 
continues its occupation, expansion- 
ism and suppression of the Palestinian 
people by resorting to the most brutal 
practices as seen in tbe killin g of 
hundreds, the wounding of 
thousands, the jailing of tens of 
thousands, tbe destruction of houses, 
the closure of schools and universi- 
ties, and the emulsion of. citizens 
from their occupied homeland.” 

Lawzi called on Europe to “effec- 
tively play the vital role which is 
hoped and needed from you.” 

"Let Europe take the initiative — 
as a lair independent international 
power acceptable to all parties — to 


achieve a just and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East; to bring an 
end to the (our-decadc-long tragedy 
of the Palestinian people; to make the 
people of the region and yours, our 
interests and yours, our principles 
and yours, avoid the risks of con- 
tinued wars, violence, disappoint- 
ment, bloody conflicts and destruc- 
tion..." 

In reply. Plumb reaffirmed that 
Europe was determined to pursue the 
quest for peace in tbe region, “f have 
been impressed by the urgency of the 
Palestinian question, the seriousness 
of the situation in the territories 
occupied by Israel and the need to 
engage quickly in genuine discussions 
to achieve a durble peace he said. 

Following are major excerpts from 
Plumb's speech; 

“The European Economic Com- 
munity has a common voice and a 
balanced approach to tbe present 
situation. We believe that a settle- 
ment must be based on two necessary 
conditions — the right of self- 
determination and all that emails for 
the Palestinians, and secondly, the 
recognition of the stale of Israel and 
its right of existence within secure 
borders. 

• “I travelled to Amman from Israel 
where I had the opportunity for very 
useful discussions, and the chance to 
appreciate and understand Israeli 
concerns. 

"In return, 1 explained that the 


same sympathy which had been evi- 
dent when Western European coun- 
tries supported the creation of the 
state of Israel, demanded that that we 
now give similar understanding to the 
Palestinian right to '’self- 
determination. The Palestinian upris- 
ing in the occupied territories, now in 
its second year, has renewed world 
attention on this problem. Without 
recognition of the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people, there can be 
no lasting peace for the countries of 
this region. But the right of self-, 
determination will only' be reality 
when Israel's right to a secure exist- 
ence is also guaranteed. 

"When I addressed the Knesset on 
Tuesday, I emphasised that a perpe- 
tuation of existing policies in the 
occupied territories could only hold 
out the prospect of escalating vio- 
lence. 

"I believe that there is a lime for 
peace, and 1 believe that time is now.- 
I urged that negotiations should now 
take place. Israel must engage in 
dialogue.” 

“None of us know what will be 
revealed in the refining fire of nego- 
tiations. But the European Economic 
Community wifi be watching most 
attentively and with comprehension.. 
We believe we have identified the key- 
elements of an acceptable agreement. ' 
We stand ready to participate in and ■ 
to support the efforts of an interna- 
tional peace conference to provide a 
lasting peace in this region. ” 


Rifai. Lawzi meet delegation 


(Continued from page 1) 

He said King Hussein had, 
through constant endeavours on 
the Arab and international 
scenes, played a leading role in 
changing the march of peace in 
the region as the world coram un- 
ity comes to a consensus over the 


necessity for convening an inter- ; 
national peace conference. 

Martinez said the group's trip ' 
to Jordan follows Europe's - 
realisation that it should play a - 
more effective role in the peace! 
process since Europe's role had 
so far fallen short of expectations. 
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Calling on the 
Israelis 


BRITAIN'S Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe is right in 
going over Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's head by 
■ appealing directly to the Israelis to reciprocate the Palesti- 
nian peace overtures. Sir Geoffrey made his appeal from 
Sanaa Sunday during a visit to the Yemen Arab Republic in 
which he urged Israelis “to test the offer that the PLO has 
made to commit itself to the search for peaceful settlement of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict." The British foreign secretary 
went on to tell the Israeli people: “You have nothing to lose 
by negotiation; you have much to lose by the perpetration of 
the present violence and hostility" on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

There is an obvious explanation for this unusual diploma- 
cy: The Israeli leadership's obstinacy in rejecting outright 
anything that comes out of the PLO has become so hardened 
and impregnable that even the friends and allies of Israel are 
convinced that their only hope to maintain the momentum of 
peace in the Middle East is to by-pass the aging Israeli 
leadership and cultivate Israeli public opinion in a positive 
direction. Translated into practical manifestations, the 
international community must therefore await the results of 
future Israeli national elections when the enlarging nucleus 
of Israeli body politic in favour of a dialogue and negotia- 
tions with the PLO can attain clout and power within Israel. 

What is even more commendable about this unorthodox 
British diplomacy is the observation that it is part and 
parcel of a twin-track strategy aiming at convincing the 
Israelis to test the PLO's intentions and offers for peace as 
well as convincing the new George Bush administration to 
give the Arab-Israeli conflict high priority when it assumes 
power in Washington. 

The future and fate of the peace process in the Middle 
East therefore hinge on the attainment of these two 
complimentary objectives. There are already ample signs 
that the two objectives are indeed attainable . That Is why 
the sense of optimism generated by the PLO's most recent 
stance on the Arab-Israeli conflict is consolidating and 
strengthening in spite of the Israeli leadership's desperate 
efforts to derail it. 



AI Ra'i daily on Wednesday said that the United States has a 
special role to play in establishing peace and ending the 
Arab-Israeli conflict in view of the strong U.S.-Israeli relations. 
In a meeting with U.S.'senators and congressmen visiting Jordan 
Tuesday, King Hussein reviewed the developments in the region 
and urged the U.S. public opinion and government to. work for 
peace and exert pressure on Israel to respond favourably to the 
Arab Nation's bid for peace and security based on justice, the 
paper said. Four decades have passed since the end of the Second 
World War and the beginning of the Arab-Israeli conflict; and the 
people of this region began to despair over the lost chances for 
peace, the paper noted. It said that the .Middle East yearns for 
security and stability which can only come through a just and 
peaceful settlement of the Arab-Israeli dispute. The paper added 
that the people of this region had renewed hopes that peace will 
be established in view of the fresh international community's clear 
orientation to solve the Middle East problem and restore security. 
Peace it said is the only feasible alternative that would save the 
people of this region further sufferings and tragedies. 

A columnist in AI Ra’i daily focuses light on the international 
conference on chemical weapons in Paris and the attitude of the 
major powers of the world which possess nuclear and chemical 
arsenals. The conference has shed light on several issues 
connected with mass destruction weapons and raised a number of 
unanswered questions about the right of nations to produce and 
stockpile such devastating arms, says RakaihAl Mqjali who is also 
the paper's editor. The writer cites the United States as an 
example of those countries, owning all forms of mass destruction 
weapons and trying to impose its will on smaller nations, denying 
them the right to possess means with which they can defend 
themselves. Moreover, the United States which continues to back 
Israel's acts of aggression is now tiying to intimidate the Arabs by 
threatening to blow up the pharmaceutical plant near Tripoli as ar 
service to its Israeli ally, the writer notes. Of course the 
U.S.-Israeli alliance has a strategic plan to deprive the Arabs of 
the right to build their own power that might threaten the military 
force of Israel and constitute danger to the Jewish state's nuclear 
or chemical arsenals, the writer continues. He says the U.S. has 
committed a series of terrorist actions against the Arab Nation 
with or without the assistance of Israel; but the recent aggression 
on Libya and the downing of its aircraft should be regarded as one 
more link in the U.S.-Israeli conspiracy. 

AI Dustour daily said that King Hussein has once again explained 
to the United States through its visiting senators and congressmen 
the situation in the Arab region and the Arab Nation's clear 
orientation towards a just and durable, peace. The Arabs are 
openly working for peace and supporting the Palestinian people 
to achieve that goal and regain their rights, the paper said. The 
whole world has welcomed the Palestinian declaration of recogni- 
tion of U-N. Security Council resolutions, a denunciation of 
terrorism and an acceptance of peace based on justice, the paper 
added. It said that the King has voiced Jordan's satisfaction with 
Washington's decision to open a dialogue with the PLO in a bid to 
reach an understanding over a lasting settlement. The monarch 
said that there is need now to intensify the world community's 
efforts to give momentum to the peace process. 

Sawt AI Shaab daily noted that Jordan’s contacts with the world 
powers are part of its ongoing offensive world-wide to promote 
the peace process. Statements by members of the visiting U.S. 
delegations on the Middle East developments give clear evidence 
of the U.S. understanding of the situation and rekindle hope that 
Washington will now be taking a different view and will work 
more seriously and in a more realistic manner to help establish 
peace. 


By Donald Neff 

THE GENERAL Assembly and 
Security Council of - the United 
Nations have passed around 300 
resolutions on the Middle East 
over the past 41 years, the vast 
majority of them directed speci- 
fically at Israel. The Security 
Council, where the United 
States, as a permanent member, 
holds power of veto, passed 43 of 
those resolutions condemning 
Israel. It would have passed 23 
others equally critical, but the 
U.S. employed its once rarely 
used veto to protect its ally. Of 
the U.N. resolutions, both by 
General Assembly ufl d Security 
Council, the Palestinians had 
accepted them all except three — 
Resolutions 181,242 and 338, all 
of which it finally accepted at its 
recent Algiers meetings. Israel 
continues to reject all the rest. 
Since the Palestinians now 
embrace all resolutions, it is fair 
to ask which of them Israel is ; 
ready to endorse. 

None of the resolutions are 
exactly revolutionary. They are 
not, as Israel and its supporters 
contort themselves into claiming, 
mandates for “Israel’s destruc- 
tion." At their strongest they call 
for what is considered civilised 
behaviour in the final years of the 
20th century. Israel is requested 
to abide by the Fourth Geneva 
Convention and the U.N. Char- 
ter, to withdraw from territory 
occupied by force, to grant 
Palestinians the right of self-de- 
termination and to respect 
Palestinian property, political 
freedoms and human rights. This 
hardly fits a prescription for des- 
truction; rather it is an injunction 
to act humanely. 

Following is a sampler of some 
of the more significant resolu- 
tions by the Security Council and 
the General Assembly which 
have been rejected by Israel. 

Security Council 

Resolution 267, unanimously 
passed on July 3, 69: "censured in 
the strongest terms" Israel’s mea- 
sures to change the status of 


Autonomy: A stillborn idea 


By Hafiz D. Tuqan 

AMONG THE books I read 
when a curfew was imposed on 
Nablus Friday, Dec. 16, 1988 — 
that black, bloody day when five 
Nablus youths w?re shot dead 
and more than 10 were injured, 
three of whom died later — was 
one put out by the Israeli army. 

The book I refer to is The 
Carrot and the Stick by General 
Shlomo Gazit, translated by 
Lu'ayy Abdoh who was departed 
by the Israeli authorities some 
months- ago. The 400-page book 
deals with the early days of 
occupation. It is not my intention 
to review the book nor to com- 
ment on the contents because 
I lived through those black, trying 
days in my capacity as a member 
of the municipal council and the 
Nablus Chamber of Commerce. 
One main subject in the book 
concerns me and that is “auton- 
omy" which has been on the 
minds of the Israeli leadership 
since 1968. 

Through my daily pursuit of 
events occurring in the Israeli 
political arena as portrayed in the 
available media. I found out that 
the idea of imposing autonomy 
still holds. During the last days of 
the former two-headed Israeli 
government, there was much talk 
about imposing autonomy un- 
ilaterally. In this connection. 


there was an Israeli press report 
that Yitzhak Shamir and Yitzhak 
Rabin had arrived last November 
at a secret understanding, as the 
intifada flared up, to give auton- 
omy to the people of the occupied 
territories. 

According to this agreement, 
autonomy would take place in 
1989 and establishment of this 
rule would be in the eastern 
sector of Jerusalem. In addition, 
the Israeli media reported the 
movements of Likud's Moshe 
Arens and Labour’s Gad Ya'acobi 
and Moshe Shahal, who pre- 
sented the subject of autonomy 
before the former cabinet in its 
last days. 

I shall now mention briefly 
what General Gazit said about 
autonomy 20 years ago: "On 
June 29. 1968, the prime minis- 
ter, Levi Eshkol. held a discus- 
sion with Moshe Sasson, who was 
entrusted with holding contacts 
with West Bank personalities re- 
garding an autonomy idea. Sas- 
son was given detailed directions 
on presenting the said plan to 
those personalities in a positive 
and accepted manner." (Sasson 
actually held several talks with 
mayors in the soufhem region of 
the West Bank). What those lines 
convey to us is that the Israeli 
political leadership has been 
trying to impose autonomy all 
these years. 


A few weeks ago, the Civil 
Administration in Nablus re- 
newed its contacts with me after 
the cessation of such- relations 
when I left the mayorship on 
March 3, 1988. On that day, I 
submitted by resignation to the 
administration which then re- 
fused it. Since that time, I have 
not gone to the municipality nor 
have I performed any work con- 
nected with the municipality. The 
meeting at the Civil Administra- 
tion office lasted for two hours, at 
the end of which I made it very 
clear to the governor that I was 
determined not to go back to 
being mayor, in answer to his 
request, that my refusal is based 
on principles and that there is no 
need to waste time on details. 

The impression I got during 
that meeting and afterwards was 
that the question went beyond 
the Nablus mayorship. The aim 
was to enforce autonomy. If it 
could work in Nablus, then en- 
forcement in the rest of the West 
Bank and Gaza would be easy. 
Why else the return to the subject 
of the municipality at this particu- 
lar time? 

The authorities seemed to im- 
agine that imposing autonomy 
would be a counter-attack to the 
Palestinian peace initiative' and 
that this would free their necks 
from the Palestinian peace yoke, 
and thus bar the creation of the 


Palestinian state on what remains 
of Palestinian territory. All this 
after PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat's recognition of Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 
at the PNC congress held in 
Algiers, in his address to the 
U.N. General Assembly in Gene- 
' va, and in the press conference 
that forced the American admi- 
nistration to have a dialogue with 
the PLO. which actually took 
place in the Tunisian capital. 

If the Israeli leadership think 
they are able to impose autonomy 
now and that they will succeed in 
what they foiled to do 20 years 
ago, they are mistaken. 

Do they imagine that after 
the intifada has entered its second 
year, after the loss of 303 mar- 
tyrs, after 20,000 injuries by bul- 
lets, beatings and suffocation 
from tear-gas. after 20,000 pris- 
oners bave been taken, 138 
homes have been destroyed and 
32 people from the West Bank 
and Gaza have been deported 
(Israel Ministry of Defence fi- 
gures up till December — the 
commissioner-general of 0N- 
RWA in Vienna gives the figures 
as 313 killed, 20,000 injured. 58 
per cent below 15 years of age), 
do they believe that after all this 
repression, after all the success 
the PLO has achieved in the 
world, after recognition of the 
Palestinian state by many coun- 


tries, and after embassies have 
been opened — do they imagine 
they would be able to enforce an 
autonomy refused beforehand, 
no matter what shape or form it 

takes? T i: 

.The Palestinians under Israeli 
occupation have been suffering 
from all sorts of repression for 21 
years. Men, women and children 
have gone through various forms 
of inhuman treatment day and 
night. I witnessed many sucb inci- 
dents during my tenure as Nablus 
mayor for two years. So did 
Colonel Rami Yadin, the former 
governor of Nablus, when I 
accompanied dozens of old men. 
women and children to his office 
to enable them to report the 
inhuman practices they had suf- 
fered. I still keep copies of writ- 
ten protests I used to .send to 
Colonel Yadin. 

Is it possible, after all these prac- 
tices, that any Palestinian would 
accept Israeli domination? 

Lately, some rational voices 
from realistic Israelis such as 
Ephraim Sneh have been heard. 
He says that Israel is now faced 
with a new situation where past 
forms do not fit. MK Lova Eliav 
also says that it is high time for a 
Strong and realistic Israeli lead- 
ership to come forward and begin 
negotiations with the PLO as an 
option for a road to peace. 

Some days ago, a Dahaf ques- 


tionnaire gave the figure of 54 per 
cent for Israelis supporting nego- 
tiations with the PLO. This is a 
positive pointer and an important 
step forward. 

We address the new Israeli 
government and tell them that 
the intifada has created a new 
situation in the occupied territor- 
ies and that such a situation will 
never be stopped by.force and by 
repressive measures no matter 
how harsh these measures may 
be. It is in the interest of all to put 
an end to occupation which is 
abhorred and resented to the 
marrow, and to look for a politic- 
al solution which ensures us the 
right to self-detenninacion and 
establishment of our Palestinian 
state on our land. Tbis is the real 
road to peace which will save all 
of us from a dilemma that has 
lasted for more than 40 .years. 

The idea of imposing auton- 
omy was stillborn. Blocking the 
course of history and turning the 
dock back will not save us from 
this dilemma. On the contrary, it . 
will only ' endanger the whole ; 
area. And he who opts for. this 
destructive course wilt be the 
loser. The analogies : - are 
numerous. ■ 

The writer is the former mayor of 
Nablus. This article is reprinted from. . 
the Israeli nen-spaper. The Jerusalem ' 
Post. 


U.N. resolutions which Israel ignores 


.Jerusalem (and declared all such 
measures “invalid") and de- 
plored “the failure of Israel to 
show any regard for the resolu- 
tions of the General Assembly 
and the Security Council...” 

Resolution 446, passed Mar- 
ch 22. 79: deplored Israel’s 
establishment of settlements on 
occupied territories as “a serious 
obstruction to achieving a com- 
prehensive, just and lasting 
peace." The vote was 12-0-3, with 
the U.S., Britain and Norway 
abstaining. 

Resolution 469, May 20, 80: 
“strongly deplores Israel’s viola- 
tion of die Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention in its expulsions of the 
mayors of Hebron and Halhul." 
Hie vote was 14-0-1, with the 
U.S. abstaining. 

Resolution 478, passed Augu- 
st 20, 80: censured Israel for 
annexing Jerusalem on July 30, 
declared the action “null and 
void” and called on the few coun- 
tries maintaining embassies in 
Jerusalem to move them to Tel 
Aviv where the United States and 
most other nations had their lega- 
tions. The United States ab- 
stained in the 14-0-1 vote. 

Resolutions 487 and 497, 
unanimously -passed June 19 
and December 17, 81: “strong- 
ly” condemned Israel’s air raid on 
June 7 on Iraq’s nuclear facility at 
Baghdad and condemned Israel's 
December 14 annexation of 
Syria’s Golan Heights, captured 
in 1967. 

Resolutions 515 and 517, pas- 
sed July 29, and August 4, 82: 
demanded that Israel lift its siege 
of Beirut and allow the distribu- 
tion of supplies to the civilian 
population, and censured Israel 
for then refusing to lift its siege. 
The vote was 14-0-1 for both 
resolutions, with the U.S. ab- 
staining both times. 

Finally, the Security Council 
has been busy during the uprising 
in the occupied territories. Even 
the United States acquiesced in 
some of the condemnations as a 
result of Israel's extraordinarily 
brutal behaviour. Thus: 

Resolution 605 on December 
22. 87: “strongly deplores Israel's 


policies and practices which 
violate the human rights of the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied territories." The U.S. ab- 
stained. 

Resolution 607, on January 5. 
88: unanimously called on Israel 
to refrain from carrying out its 
plans, announced on January 3, 
to deport nine Palestinians and 
also “reaffirms once again" that 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories are protected by the Gene- 
va Convention. 

Resolution 608. of January 14, 
expressed "deep regret that 
Israel, the occupying power, has, 
in defiance of that resolution, 
deported Palestinian civilians." 
The vote was 14-0-1 with the U.S. 
abstaining. 

In addition, the United States 
vetoed two other resolutions 
highly critical of Israel in the 
uprising: on February 1, a Coun- 
cil resolution called on Israel to 
abandon its polides 1 against • the 
uprising that violate the rights of 
occupied Palestinians, abide by 
the Fourth Geneva Convention 
and formalised a leading role for 
the U.N. in future peace negotia- 
tions; but the U.S. vetoed. And 
on April 15. America vetoed a 
resolution which urged Israel to 
allow back deported Palestinians, 
condemned Israel’s shooting of 
civilians, called on Israel to up- 
hold the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion and called for a peace settle- 
ment under U.N. auspices. 

General Assembly 

Resolution 194, passed Decem- 
ber 11, 48: called on Israel to 
show a humanitarian regard for 
the 726,000 Palestinian refugees 
created by Israel in 1948 and 
allow them to return to their 
homes, ft also said Jerusalem was 
holy to three religions and should 
come under an international reg- 
ime. The Assembly and tbe 
Security Council, were to repeat 
these pleas over the next four 
decades without result. 

The General Assembly in par- 
ticular has focused on the plight 
of the Palestinians and passed 
numerous resolutions aimed at 


guaranteeing their rights. Israel 
has ignored them all. 

Resolution 2546 (XXIV), pas- 
sed December 11, 69: called on 
Israel to comply with the Geneva 
Conventions and srop its repres- 
sive policies toward the occupied 
population. Resolution 2792 D 
and E (XXVI). December 6, 
1971 reaffirmed the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinians and cal- 
led on Israel to allow the return 
of “displaced inhabitants", and to 
stop destroying Palestinian 
homes. Resolution 3092. A and B 
(XXVIII), December 7, 1973 
again called on Israel to respect 
the Geneva Convention and “de- 
clares that Israel’s policy of 
annexation, establishment of set- 
tlements and transfer of an alien 
population to the occupied terri- 
tories is in contravention of the 
purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations ... 
: and the basic human rights* and 
fu nd amen tat • freedoms ; oF" the 
people, as well as an impediment 
to the establishment of a just and 
lasting peace." 

Resolution 3379 (XXX), 
November 10, 1975 determined 
that "Zionism is a form of racism 
and racial discrimination’’, based 
on the Assembly's definition 
established in Resolution 1904 
(XVIII) of November 20, 1963, 
which defined racial discrimina- 
tion as “any distinction, exclu- 
sion, restriction, or preference 
based on race, colour, descent, or 
national or ethnic origin." Both 
Israel and the United States 
voted for the 1963 resolution but 
against the 1975 resolution when 
the definition was applied to 
Zionism. The vote was 72-35-32. 

Resolution 31/61. passed De- 
cember 9, 1976. requests once 
again all states to desist from 
supplying Israel with military and 
other forms of aid or any assist- 
ance which would enable it 
to consolidate its occupation or to 
exploit the natural resources of 
the occupied territories." Resolu- 
tion 36/147 C, December 16, 
1981, declared that “Israel’s 
grave breaches of the Geneva 
Convention are war crimes and 
an affront to humanity." Resolu- 


Ozal’s leadership style triggers concern 


By John Owen-Davies 

Reurer 

ANKARA — The independent 
leadership style of Turkish Prime 
Minister Turgut Oza! is causing 
concern following the resignation 
of his deputy and a bureaucratic 
shake-up. 

Ozal. in the midst of possibly 
his worst political crisis since tak- 
ing office in 1983 after three years 
of army rule, is regarded as auto- 
cratic by sections of his loose-knit 
party and meddlesome by some 
senior economic bureaucrats and 
bankers. 

For the first time, senior mem- 
bers of the ruling Motherland 
Party are speaking out about 
what they view as Ozal's almost 
Ottoman -style leadership andthe 
power he invests in his family. 

Ozal, a 61-year-old conserva- 
tive who has applied to take 
Turkey into the European Com- 
munity, said the resignation of 
Deputy Prime Minister Kaya 
Erdem would not affect his party. 

But one Motherland deputy, 
described by the mass-circulation 
daily Hurriyet as a person who 
had held high party posts, told 
reporters: 

"We are not able to expres 
ourselves. Although Ozal is still 
the party leader he bas suffered 
losses. Now there are objections 
from the deputies ... from time to 


time they reach a dimension 
whicb threatens to split the party. 

“One day something will hap- 
pen and we. will face very serious 
consequences," the deputy said. 

Ozal is viewed widely as the 
only man who can keep intact the 
Motherland Party, embracing 
politicians from the Muslim right 
to Western-style liberals. Hie 
party won 292 seats in the 450- 
seat parliament in the November 
1987 general election. 

Erdem, 60, was a long-time 
Ozal friend who helped to heal 
party rifts and acted as a conduit 
to opposition parties. 

He stepped down last week 
after Bulent Semiier, 34, quit as 
head of the state-run Konutbank 
following a row with Erdem in- 
volving a businessman charged 
with an $80-million bank swindle. 

Semiier was one of the West- 
ern-trained “princes" brought 
home by Ozal to oversee econo- 
mic liberalisation in predomi- 
nantly- Muslim Turkey. 

In a separate move last week 
Ozal's younger brother. State 
Minister Yusuf Ozal, 49. ordered 
ati least 55 transfers from the 
Treasury, Treasury sources said. 

They said Treasury Under-' 
secretary Yavuz Canevi, an old- 
style conservative official, im- 
mediately went on holiday and 
was likely to resign because he 


was not consulted. 

“Operation Sledgehammer" 
launched by Yusuf Ozal will con- 
tinue. Hie campaign is one of 
bureaucratic liquidation in what 
Yusuf Ozal has called the weak 
link (the Treasury) which used to 
be under the influence of 
Erdem,” Hurriyet said. 

“It is also seen as a step in 
Yusuf Ozal’s move towards be- 
coming the single voice in the 
economy,” it added. 

Independent political sources 
said Yusuf Ozal. more literal 
minded on the economy than 
Canevi, would not have acted 
without the prime minister's con- 
sent. 

“The latest developments have 
caused concern.” a senior Istan- 
bul banker said. 

"I have received calls from 
Western bankers outside Turkey 
worried that events could lead to 
instability on the economy. I tried 
to calm the bankers down but the 
sooner the economic and political 
situation gets calmer the better,” 
he added. 

Banking sources say Yusuf 
Ozal has been at odds over policy 
with Central Bank Governor 
Rusdu Saracoglu, regarded as the 
best of the ‘‘princes’’ — a descrip- 
tion used frequently by news- 
papers. 

“If Saracoglu was to go then we 


would really have problems. He 
is an able banker and a respected 
international negotiator," said a 
Western diplomat who follows 
the economy. 

Saracoglu, 40, who wants a 
tight monetary policy to curb 
nearly 80 per cent inflation, was 
angered last October when Tur- 
gut Ozal decontrolled bank de- 
posit interest rates to prevent a 
foreign exchange run on the Tur- 
kish lira. 

Motherland politicians have 
expressed anger over what they 
see as the political hold Ozal’s 
wife Semra has over him. 

Ozal, whose nephew Husnu 
Dogan is agriculture minister, 
had heart bypass surgery two 
years ago and was injured in an 
assassination attempt in mid- 
1988. 

A short, stout man who sees 
Turkey’s future pinned ro the 
West, he frequently exudes an air 
of jovial confidence in public. But 
aides say in private he is given to 
bouts of anger. 

“At policy meetings he hears 
what everyone has to say then . 
makes the decision, sometimes 
against the general trend of dis- 
cussion. Very frustrating," said 

one former top banker. 

Asked by Reuters last year 
how he arrived at decisions. Ozal 
said: “I get a gut feeling and 
know it is right.” 



non ES-74, passed April 28, 82, 
again called on the Security 
Council to recognise the inalien- 
able rights of the PaJestiniatns _and 
condemned Israel, describing it 
.as "not a peace-loving member 
state (of -toe U.N.) which has 
carried out neither its obligations 
under the Charter nor its commit- 
ment under General Assembly 
Resolution 273 (III) of May II 
49 (Israel’s admission to the 
U.N., when it pledged to abide 
by the Charter). 

On November 3; 1987, the 
Genera] Assembly voted 130 to 2 
to condemn Israel’s suppression 
of the Palestinian uprising. The 
United Stales and Israel cast the 
only opposition votes while 16 
other countries, including Britain 
and Canada, abstained. The re- 
solution strongly condemned 
Israel for “ ‘killing and wounding 
defenceless Palestinians." The 
U.S. representative Okun said 
the U.S. opposed the resolution 
because its “harsh rhetoric” 
could only “inflame as already 
embittered situation, making it 
more difficult to proceed towards 
a negotiated settlement." 

The final irony in this tawdry 
tale of spurned advice and U.S.- 
Israeli collusion is the fact that 
while the Palestinians were relen- 
tlessly pressured into accepting 
unequivocally Resolution 242, 
tbe reality is that Israel has paid 
lip service to 242 but never 
actually embraced it. Tbe resolu- 
tion specifically calls for ^with- 
drawal of Israel’s aimed forces 


from territories occupied, in the 
recent (1967) conflict." Bui 
Prime .Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
: and. his Likud bloc bave repeated- 
ly declared publicly that there will 
never be any withdrawal from the 
West Bank and Gaza. That hard- , 
ly fits with the resolution’s dear 
language — no matter howjmuch 
quibbling Israel indulges in about 
the extent of withdrawal , because 
of the. absence of the word “the" 
before “territories." The resolu- 
tion plainly and unambiguously 
calls for withdrawal and this Sha- 
mir refuses even to discuss. 

But somehow the- state depart- 
ment .and the American media 
make all this sound as though it is 
the Palestinians who are being 
recalcitrant. State Department 
spokesman Charles E. Redman 
reflected this astigmatic view in 
reacting to .the Palestinian 
National Council meeting when 
be said with a' straight face that 
“more movement on key issues 
will be required (by the PLO)”. 
That he said this just after the 
PLO had renounced “terror," 
called for a peace conference, 
recognised Israel and accepted 
Resolution 242 did not elicit a 
gasp Of incredulity. Quite the 
reverse, most U.S. newspapers 
parroted the position that the 
PLO still had to make .more 
"compromises.” That says about 
as much as anything could about 
how far the United States still has 
to go to catch up with the world 
community - — Middle East Inter- 
national,' London. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Man can’t live 
by bread alone 


By Salah Abdul Sam ad - 

IT IS difficult for us to find any 
logical reason behind the soar- 
ing prices of imported books 
and publications, a trend which 
manifested itself in tbe wake of 
the recent government econo- 
mic measures. We are surprised 
to witness such a development;' 
specially since books .are ex- 
empted from any customs doty 
and are not subject to the_ re- 
cent measures. .. j . . 

It is . indeed astonishing and 
regrettable ro see tbe. prices of ' 
books being hiked in some 
cases by 100 per cent against a 
rise in foreign currency ex- 
change rate of only 30 per cent,' 
One - would -conclude- 
porters of foreign books, had 
seized the opportunity of differ- 
ences in exchange rates in order 


- to raise the prices of their com- 
modities. many of .which had 
teen lying- in stores in Jordan 
long before the government de- 
cision came jnto. effect^ : 

'This situation prompts one to 
believe that the private sector, 
; which .monopolises the im- 
portation and distribution of 
these books, does not appreci- 
ate nor can-, it- live up to the. 
expectations of -being tbe only 
party .with die right ito’ sucb 
'. transactions. Should, this trend 
.continue, otie can only, become 

- convinced - that, the : timer has 
.come for the public sector to. 
intervene and assume the task of on- 

. porting end distT(btmn^b^3& 
in Jordan at reasonable .-ppceS. 
Books, which certaiidy. are not 

- righ tly . cpnsa J 
fo tiie public as foi?d . 

Cmfe.'-' -r'r ,a 









•V '"*='* *<• • 

*V 


iment en francais 



JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FfUDAY JANUARY 12-13, 1989 5 




l“1 


L. 


: r _ r ; g fddoi t 

^ p^fcja*nt feuropeen, est 
aitivi mewredi ivec one 
Afora oil il a eu 
le Roi Hus- 
s^^ auq^el if .a appoitd son 
;■ ^soutitoj*^ en vue 

vf iin r£^menf padfiqiie dans 
fc- cboffit prbdM^riental. M. 
pimnb ^imvair <FIsragI el des 
teninxtes oecupds. Devan t la 
Knesset, ilavqi t app efe Israel ft 
se r ret&ar t defe tetritoii cs* occo- 
^<rt4 engager la negotiation, 
^amir, tcmt en continuam ft 
exdiii^’ tedSfogue avec I’OLP, 
^toot&oi S tSkfe .dn terrafh en 
accgptant te prindpe d’un rdle 
des Nations-Uhies dans des 
paix. Mais fl a 


jjfecis6 qn’il ne ..pouvait s'agir 
qpe jde “pourparlers directs 
ay ec la paitie arabe", 6cartant 
intpOdtemenc . une conference 
Internationale. Par ailleurs, 
Yasser Arafat a eu des entre- 
tjens Joncfi auCaire avec one 
d616gatipn du Conseil de- 
I'Europe, et a e slim 6 que 
‘TEitrope a tin r6ie ft jouer 
dans le processus de paix”. 


Amaf-HezboHah; 
pas de repit 

Les imKcfens chiites pro-syriens 
d*AmaI . et le Hezbollah pro-ira- 
aten continuant de se battre an 
Sad de Saida, dans le dernier fief 
du Hezbollah, ft la frontfere de la 
zone dire “de s£curite” instaufee 
pair Israel au Sud-Liban. Au 
moins 126 personnes ont trourvfe 
la morl dans ces combats qcd font 
rage depuis le ler jaovier. Damas 
et T6b€ran ten tent de rficondlier 
les deux milices, apr&s une 
seipaine de combats particuliere- 
ment meurtriers autour des posi- 
tions du. .Hezbollah, oft Amal a 
deploy^ quelque 1.000 ’combat- 
rants soutenus par des chacs T.543 
pour prendre le coutTole de 
Jubah, ft 16 kilometres au Sud de 
Saida, oft soot encercleS 500 milj- 
ciens du Hezbollah. 




Aide am&ricaine: 
Egypte et Israel 
d’abord 

lsra£i et FEgypte restent les 
priacipaux .Mnep'ficiaires de 
1’aide anfericaine ft Jfefranger 
dans le projet de budget poor le 
D6partement cFEtat en 1990, pre- 
sente lundi. Sur un total de 19,4 
milliards de dollars. pour le de- 
; partemeot’ d’Etat, Jsrafil reste le 
phis important benefidaire, avec 
3 milliards de dollars, dont 1,8 au 
litre de 1’aide militaire, sans 
changement par rapport ft l'annSe* 
deraiere. I'Egypte vient.demere 
avec-2,276 milliards, dont 1301 
tfaide militaire. 2388 milliards 
avaient ete demandes pour Fan- 
nee budg6taire'1989:1Seule mod-: 
ification importance dans la 
repartition de l’aide au Ptocfae- 
Orient, l'aide dconomique au 
Liban fait un bon, passant de 
300.000 dollars ft 14 millions pour 
1990. Les deux nouvefies forces 
de maintien de i’ONU, tegroupe 
d’observateurs militaires des Na- 
tions Uniespour 1’Iian et 1'Irak, 
et ie groupe d’assistance des Na? 
tions Uniespour fa transition en 
Namibie recevront respective- 
ment 20 mini ons et 50 millions de 
dollars. 


Arens: non & L’OLP 

Moshe Arens,- ministre isradiea 
des Affaires fitrangeres, a estinfe, 
hutdi ftFarisj que POLP it ait use 
“ofganteation terroriste” et que 
“toule' fegitimife qui Ini 6tait 
acconfee se contribuerait pas an 
processus de paix”. M. Arens a 
indique avoir fait part de son 
I- sentiment ft Roland Dumas, 
\' ministre frangais des Affaires 
etrangftres, lots de l’entretien que 
[ les deux homines ont eu en marge 
j de la conference sur les annes 
i chimiques, ft la suite de la cfeci- 
« sioo de la France d’ filever la 
; mission de I'OLP au rang de 
| “dKgation g6n6rale de Pales- 
j. tine”. 

f Vous ecrivez? 

[ . Le Jourdain recherche des col- 
i ’ laborateurs en free-lance, avec id£es 
i : original cs d’enqudtcs et reportages. 
Anglais accepts. Conlacter Francois 
Ducroax, Jordan Tones, 667171. 

F . 

[Le saviez-vous? 

' Fremissement 
isra€iien 

Sous la croftte du “front due 
j: refns,” ropinion israSBenne est 
p en train d’^volner: un sondage 
t pubh6 fin ddcembre posait la 
k question “etes-vous pour ou con- 
fire une o6godation avec Arafat, 
Li ft condition qu’il renonce rdelie- 
^ Tnent an terrorisme?” Rdsultat: 
^ oui ft 54% centre non ft 44% , sans 
l£/ppinipn 2% E y a un an, ia m£me 
h -question ne recueillait que 25% 
j5 ae “oui.” Par ailleurs, une man- 
L^ifestation de “Paix mamtenant” a 

; ;recemnientrassembl6 des efizaine 

: t .dc milHeis de personnes sons la 
"‘■'phrie ft Tel Aviv. On mnrmure ft ‘ 
* 2 i&usatem que Shamir ne croit 
v'plus guftre ft Tannexicai des terri- 
‘ -'UKies ocaipfa. (D’aprfts l’Evfehe- 


La rep resentation de I'OLP dlevde au rang d'ambassade de Palestine 

couleurs ft Amman 



du 


La vitite en Jordanie 

<*ef de POLP, Mr. 

Arafat, a conroiio6e same- 
di . par IVftevation au rang 
d’ambassade de la repr&entar 
t>OQ palestmezme ft Amman , 
dans un geste de reconnaiss- 
ance, sans amblgidtd, par la 
Jordanie de I’Etat patesthuen 
ind£pendanL 

Le chef de I'OLP a estuh6 que 
Touverture cTune ambassade de 
Palestine ft Amman dtait un 
“cadeau du Roi Hussein au peo- 
ple de l'lntifada.” Aprfes avoir 
hissd le drapeau- Palestinian, il a 
affirm^ esp&rer que les 
“drapeaux jordaniens et palesti- 
rnens flotteront un jour, cdfe ft 
cdte, sur Jerusalem tibdrie.” 

Mettant l'accent sur “les relati- 
ons privil4gr£es entre les peuples 


palestinien et jordanien,” M. 
Arafat a rappel £ que I’OLP s'est 
“engagde’ft 6tabtir une confedera- 
tion entre les Etats de Palestine et 
de Jordanie.” 

Le premier ministre jordanien, 
M. Zeid RiafaT, a affirm^ pour sa 
part que la decision jordanienne 
“fait paitie de la reconnaissance 
par la Jordanie de I’Etat palesti- 
nien ind6 pendant” et a exprimg 
l’espoir “que le drapeau palesti- 
nien flotte bientot sur la terre de 
Palestine dfts i'dtablissement de 
l’Etat imfependant.” 

Dans- les milieux politiques 
jordaniens, on indique que le 
geste (T Amman est “use preuve 
suppl€mentaire de Pabsence de 
' toote ambition ou dessein de la 
Jordanie ft Pdgard de la Cisjorda- 
nie et de la bande de Gaza, 
qu’elle reconnait comme terri- 
toires de PEtat palestinien in- 


dependant.” 

La Jordanie avail rompu le 31 
juillet ses “liens fegaux et admi- 
nistratifs” avec la Cisjordanie, 
rattach6e au Royaume depuis 
1950, et occupde par Isral en 
2967, afin de “mettre en valeur 
1’entife pales time nne sur la terre 
de Palestine.” Cette rupture, 
scion ces ra&mes milieux, a £t£ ft 
Korigine de la reunion du Conseil 
National Palestinien (CNP — 
parfement en exil), qui a procla- 
tn£ ie 15 novembre PEtat palesti- 
nien ind£ pendant, reconnu ft ce 
jour par 90 pays selon des sources 
palestimennes. 

- Aprfts avoir iaisfe I’OLP, con- 
sid£r£e comme le “repfesentant 
unique et lftgitime du peuple 
palestinien.” la responsabilite du 
peuple et de la terre palestinien- 
ne, Amman se borne aujourd’hui 
ft assurer de son “soutien” la 


centrale paiestiniedne dans toutes 
les initiatives politiques qu'elle 
entreprendrait, ajoute-t-on dans 
ces mftmes milieux. 

Le Roi Hussein, qui a eu deux 
series d’entretiens vendredi et 
samedi ft Amman avec le chef de 
I'OLP, a affirmi a que la Jorda- 
nie soutient M. Arafat et les 
firftres palestiniens “de toutes ses 
forces jusqu’ft la rdalisatisou de 
lew uKtependance.” 

De source jordanienne infor- 
m£e. on indique qu'Amman a fait 
part ft I'OLP de son intention de 
la soutenir dans sa demande de 
reunion d’un sommet arabe. Le 
porte-parole de I’OLP, M. 
Ahmad Abdel Rahman, avait 
affirm £ Samedi ft l’AFP que 
POLP estime “ndcdssaire” la 
teuue d'un sommet arabe afin de 
“soutenir l'initativq politique de 
POLP.” (Randa Habib, 



Avast tout, un symbole dn soutien 
jordanien ft POLP 



Libye-USA: chasse-croise 


Conference de Paris sur les armes chimiques 

La “ bombe atomique du pauvra 

La premiere conference interna- 
tionale sur l'interdiction des 
armes chiimqiies, onverte samedi 
ft Paris, a £fft marquee par me 
potenuqne entre pays fodurtriaf- 
ises et pays en voie de d£vefc>ppe- 
ment. Selon ces ' derniers, la 
“bombe atomique du panvre” at 
peu toe efissodfe de la vnde, 
rtiery£e aux riches. 

Les 141 pays repr£sent£s au 
Palais de ITTNESCO devaient 
adopter mercredi une declaration 
oon damn ant P usage (convention 
de Genfeve de 1925), mais aussi la 
fabrication et la detention 
d'armes chimiques (cf. page I). 

Les premiers intervenauts, 
notamment Francois Mitterrand 
et Je Secretaire d’Etat amdricain 
Georges Shultz, ont plaid£ pour 
un banmssemerrt sans appel de 
ces annes. Le president francais a 
assurd, au moins en ce qui oon- 
cerne la France, que “le disarma- 
ment chi mi que n’est pas dissoci- 
able: des autres formes de 
disarmament, notamment nuc- 
ldaire.” 

Mais ces assurances ne semb- 
lent pas avoir dissipd les 
apprehensions des pays du tiers- 
monde, qui redoutent d'etre sac- 
rifids sur i’autel de la grand-messe 
anti -ehimi que en se faisant ddpo- 
sdder, sans cootrepartie, de leurs 
seule arme stratdgique. Les pays 
arabes, en particulier; ont insistd 
surlandcessitd de tier le chimique 
et lenucleaire.. “Israel a ddvdop- 
'p^''Yptis , ;les rT types - id'ltniies' 'de 
destniction massive et a des 
stocks d’armes chimiques et nuc- 
leaires (...) Dans ce contexte, le 
gouvemement syrien est prdt 4 
dliminer ses armes de destruction 
massive quand Israel en fera de 
mdme”, a notamment incfiqud le 
ministre syrien des Affaires 
dtrangdresaia veille de la confer- 
ence. Mdrae son de cloche du 
ofltd irafcien: 

Chimique cootre nucldaire? 

Tel n’est pas t'avis des 
Ocridentaux, qui conaddrent que 
1’arme atomique relftve de la catd- 
gorie des armes de dissuasion. 

L'anne chimique, elle, est con- 
siderde comme une arme d’usage 
courant, comme l’attestent les 
dernieTS conflits region aux (Viet- 
nam, Afghanistan, Iran-lrak). 

L<a experts estiment gdndrale- 
meat ft environ une vingtaine le 
nombre des pays ddrenteurs, tnen 


99 


En marge de fat conference de 
Pam, Libyens et Amdrkains 
continnaient ft croiser le fer par 
mddias interposds. Deux ques- 
tions restaient toujours sans 
idponse mercredi: l'uane de 
Rabta fabrique-r-eJle des 
armes chimiques, comme I'af- 
firmeut les Etat$-Unis? Les 
deux Mig libyens abattus il y a 
- une semaine par des chasseurs 
^mdricains menaqaient-ils vrai- 
nfent ces derniers? 

• Sur le premier point, Tripoli 
continue ft soutenir quton ne 
produfl que des mddicaments ft 
Rabta. Mais la presse Interna- 
tionale, invitde ft visiter le site, 
n’a pas pu pdndtrer ft l’intdr- 
ieur des bfttiznents. La Libye a 
demandd ft Paris l’interdiction 
des annes chimiques en accu- 


sant les Etats-l/nis d'etre “le 
plus grand producteur et le 
plus grand rdservoir d'armes 
chimiques.'' Washington,' qui 
repousse une invitation libyen- 
ne a des conversations 
directes. persiste ft Be pas dcar- 
ter une eventuelle action mili- 
taire sur Rabta. 

• Sur la destruction des Mig, 
les explications du Pentagone 
laissent des -zones d’ombre, 
n’apportant pas vraiment la 
preuve que les chasseurs Li- 
byens avaient des intentions 
hostiles: ft aucun moment, ils 
n’ont paru vouloir Cirer (les 
radais de Hr u’ont pas dtd 
dirigds sur les avions amdri- 
cains, contrairement ft des in- 
formations diffusdes aussitdt 
aprds Pincident). 


que seuls ft ce jour les Etats-Unis 
et 1URSS reconnaissaent offi- 
riellement disposer de stocks chi- 
miques. Ils constatent notam- 
ment un fort accroissement de 
1'achat de pesticides par divers 
pays du Moyen-Orient, et insis- 
tent sur la facilitd de fabrication 
des armes chimiques. 

Selon le ministre jordanien des 
Affaires dtrangdres, Marwan A1 
Oasem, qrui s'est adressd ft la 


conference march, cette prolifera- 
tion “est Ja consequence de la 
possession par IsraSI de l’anne 
nucldaire, gdudratrice d'un senti- 
ment d'insdcuritd dam la rdgion. 
La Jordanie croit au besoin de 
mettre en oeuvre le ddsarmement 
d une faqou juste et £quilibr6e, 
qui garantisse le droit de tous les 
Etats ft la sdcurite et ne donne pas 
ft un Etat ou ft un groupe d” Etats 
Pavantage sur les autres”. 


Retrouvailles Damas-Rabat 


La reprise des relations dipto- 
matiqnes entre b Syrie et le 
Maroc, aanonede sim ultandment 
Jundl dans les capltales des deux 
pays, entre dans le cadre des 
efforts entrepris par PArabie 
Saondite et la Jordanie pour 
ass ainh- les relations entre pays 

arabes en vue de la teuue d’un 
sommet arabe ordinaire ft Ryad, 
estiment les observateurs. 

Aucun sommet arabe ordinaire 
ne s'est tenu depuis celui de Ffts 
(Maroc) en septembre 1982, qui 
avait adopfe un plan arabe de 
paix en sept points pour le 
Proche-Orient, reconnaissant hn- 
plicitement l’existence d’lsrael et 
affirmant le droit du peuple 
palestinien a un Etat avec Jeru- 
salem comme ca pi tale. 

Le communique officiel public 
ft Rabat souligne: “A la suite de 
Pinitiative fratemelle entreprisc 
paT le royaume d’Arabie 
Saoudite en vue d’dliminer les 
obstacles entravant 1 ’action arabe 
concertee pour faire face aux 
dangers qui menacent, la nation 
arabe, les gouvemements maro- 


cain et syrien ont decide de jdtab- 
lir les relations diplomatiques en- 
tre les deux pays fteres”. 

La r£ 'conciliation entre Damas 
et Rabat est done la consequence 
directe d’une mediation du prince 
hftritier saoudieu Abdallah Ben 
AbdelJaziz qui entretieut de tibs 
bonnes relations personnelles au- 
ssi bien avec les dirigeants syriens 
que marocaius, estiment les 
observateurs. Le prince se touvait 
depuis samedi au Maroc en visite 
“privee" apres avoir quirtd 
Damas oft il avait rencontre le 
president Hafez A1 Assad. 

Les relations diplomatiques en- 
tre le Maroc et la Syrie ont .ete 
rompues, ft ('initiative de Damas, 
ftla suite de Pentretien d’lfrane 
(Maroc) entre le roi Hassan II et 
le premier ministre Isra£lien de 
Pepoque, M. Shimon P£res en 
juillet 1986. 

La Syrie avait critique dure- 
meut le Maroc ft . la suite de cette 
visite qui, pour elie, constituait 
“un acte de trahison” et “un defi 
lance aux sentiments de la Nation 
arabe et un nfepris de ses droits 
□ationaux”. (AFP). 


Aviation arabe: vers une 


L’Organisation des transpor- 
teurs a£riens arabes (AACO) a 
anaoDce mardi qn’nne soefete 
pan-arabe de financement allai* 
fttre mbe en place en 1989 afin 
d’^der les compagnies de b r£- 
gbn ft fihancer. leers commandes. 

Les-pays- arabes repondent ain- 
si au regroupement des gran des 
compagnies am€ricaines et au 
prochain ddfi de PEurope afirien- 
ne sans frontier es (1992), Les 
pfe si dents des compagnies jorda- 
nienne, koweitienne et maro- 
caine se sont feunis mardi ft Am- 
man avec les repfesentants de 
trois banques arabes pour jeter 
les bases de cette future soefefe. 
“Cest une experience unique au 
monde”, a soulignft Adli EJajani, 
Secfetaire gdndral de PAACO, 
dans Ja mesure oft la soridfe 
regroupera les compagnies et les 
financieis. “Le monde de 1 ’avia- 
tion a les yeux tourofis vers 
nous”, a-t-Q ajoutd. 

Selon lui. les compagnies 
arabes out besoin d’iri dix ans 
remplacer 150 avions et d’en ac- 
qodrir 50 pour faire face au gonf- 
lement de leur activife. Soit une 
ddpense totaie estim£e 4 10 mil- 


liards de dollars dans les dix ans ft 
venhr. 

“Cela repfesente une grosse 
d£pense pour PAACO les com- 
pagnies et, constant que les 6tab- 
lissements financiers arabes 
n’avaient pas de secteur aviation, 
nous avons decide de cr£er cette 
sod6fe qui rapprochera les ban- 
ques et les transporteurs a6- 
riens”, a ajoute M. Dajanl. 

Ali Ghandour, president de la 
Royal Jordanian Airlines, a de 
son cdte estinfe que “les compag- 
nies arabes doivent standardiser 
leur dquipement afin d'etre plus 
fortes ensemble et de coopdrer 
dans les domaines de l’entralne- 
meat et de la maintenance. La 
nouvelle soefefe de financement 
aidera ft atteindre ce but”. 

Selon M. Dajan i, treize com- 
pagnies arabes, ajoufees aux toi 
trois banques dtdes plus haut, ont 
dljft manifesfe leur inferfit pour 
cette operation, et la porte est 
ouverte pour les austres. Une fois 
que La sod6fe sera form£e, a-t-il 
ajoufe, elle mettra ses titres sur le 
merchft afin d’attirer une “parti- 
cipation institutionnelle”. (d’ap- 
fes J.T.) 


La langue de Voltaire envahie paries anglicismes 


Ortografe simpiifiee contra franglais? 


“Le farmaden ne voit persone 
dans les bureaus; le saxofo- 
niste done le ritme.” Void le 
francais tel qu’il poorrait etre 
simplihi Et par la mfeme 
occasion, mieux apte a se 
dtiTendre contre F invasion des 
anglicismes. A Forigine de cet- 
te id£e, an syndicat d’enseig- 
nants francais... 

Se faipiliariser avec les arcanes 
grammatical es et phonfttiques de 
b langue frangaise s’apparente ft 
un parcours du combattant pour 
on Stranger.- Les Frangais eux- 
memes ne sont pas £pargn£$, 
quand sur les bancs de Pecole ils 
apprennent ft 6crire leur langue. 
Le journal L’EooJe part en guerre 
contre les exceptions ft la rftgle, 
les lettres muettes et autres ac- 
cents rirconflexes, jug6s parasites 
in utiles de la langue de Voltaire. 
Cette publication, 6difee par un. 
yndicat d'enseignant, a lance en 
!6cembre un sondage sur le 
tbSme “butrfi simplifier le fran- 
gais?” Surprise: parmi les 
r6porues renvoyftes par des pro- 
fesseurs de franqais des quatre 
coins du monde, on relftve 1.035 
‘oui” contre 107 “non.” 

Le poftte Paiil Valiry estrmait 
dejft que i'ecriture du franegis 
“avait malheureusement £fe codi- 
fi£e dans son absnrdife par les 
pgdants du 174me sfelecle (I’Aca- 
d£mie. frangaise, NDR),’] 
ajoutant qu’ “en France, celur qui 
6crit les mots comme its se pro- 
noncent est consid£r£ comme in- 
ferienr 4 celni qiii les £crit tels 
qu’fls ne sont pas pronooefe.” 
Le frangais fcrit, en effet, s'est 
tres peu roodi&S deptris 3832,. 


lorsque Louis Philippe obligea 
son administration 4 se con- 
former aux rftgles d'orthographe 
6ditctdes par i'Acadlmie firan- 
gaise. Depuis, les velfetfes de 
r^formes sont pour la plupan 
resfees lettres moites. Et l’Aca- 
cfemie frangaise n’a proc£d£ qn’ 4 
quelques amlnagements 
mineurs., autorisant par exemple 
en 1976 ft 6crire oigncru “ognon.” 
Du reste, personae ne le sait. 

Mystftres 

Selon les professeurs qui ont 
6crit ft L’Ecole. une simpheation 
du frangais 6crit hu dbnnerait 
plus de chances de fesister 4 
I'invasion des anglicismes. “Il est 


dftcourageant, pour ceux qui font 
Fapprentissage d’une langue. 
d’apprendre une rftgle pour de- 
couvrir ensuite que les exceptions 
la rendent toute relative.” Pre- 
nons par exemple le cas des dou- 
bles consonnes, calvaire des 6co- 
liers frangais: pourquoi tradition 
et fonction donnent-ils les adjec- 
tife tradionnel et fonctionnel, 
avec deux “n”? Pourquoi rationa- 
life, qui n’en prend qu’un, le 
double quand il se mue en ra.tion- 
nel? Oo baigne dans rirrationnel 
— avec deux “r”... 

L’Ecole rite pfile-tnfile les ac- 
cents saugreuus, les “x” phrriels 
et les “pb”, fourvoyeurs de la 
phon6tique. Si le “o” de trdne et 


de rone se prononcent de la 
m6me fecon, pouquoi le premier 
porte-t-Q un chapeau? De quel 
droit les choux et les cailloux 
font-ils la oique aux fous et aux 
minous? OueDes sont ces fraises 
dans nos phrases? Le Journal, qui 
en perd son la tin, propose encore 
la simplification des mots de 
rarine grecque, comme rythme, 
qui pourrait s’ecrire “ritme.” 

Certains enseignants soulig- 
nent que d'autres langues latines, 
telles que 1’espagnol, 1’halien ou 
le roumain ont ^fe “nettoydes” 
de la sotte, sans que le sens des 
mots ou leurs nuances aient ft en 
soufirir. 

Dans le camp adverse, ou crie 


au massacre. Telle Jacqueline de 
Romilly, fralcbement dlue 4 
I'Acaddmie frangaise et fenie 
d’dthymologje. “L’orthographe 
d’un mot fevdle son sens, son 
histoire et ses liaisons syntacti- 
ques,” plaide-t-elle. AndnS Fros- 
sard, acaddmicien lui aussi, 
trouve aux mots “une sonoritd, 
une texture, un certain mystdre” 
qui font leur charme et qui doi- 
vent 6tre prdservds. Plus gdndr- 
alement, on ddfiend le rattache- 
merrt des mots ft leur origine 
latme ou grecque. Mais que dire 
par exemple de “personne,” qui 
vient du latin “persona”? Mys- 
tdre, nristftre... (F.D., d’aprts 
Herald Tribune) 


Voyagiste, machouillon et saucipain 


Devant I’invasion dn “frang- 
la fe,” le Commfesaritat gtodral 
de la langue fraaggise publfe 
cdgnliftrement on “dktkranaire 
des ndoIogiSBiesofficieb’% indi- 
qnant les mots ft proscrire et 
cm inventds poor (Vagner des 
ohjets et concepts sonveanx. 
Eh void qneftques exemples, 
tfrfs de I’ftfithn 1989: 

— Anglicismes proscrits: 
scoop (tfire exdosivife), one- 



aty-f . . 

che), fast food (oidt-ft-man- 
ger), jumbo jeL (avion gros 
ports ur), mailing (publipos- 
tage), ferry (navire transbor- 
deur), sponsor (parrainage), 
waflanan (balladeur), bulldoz- 
er- (bouteur), tour-operator 


(voyagiste), hit-parade (pal- 
mares), 'marketing (mercati- 
que), escalator (espalier mdca- 
mque) cameraman (cadre ur), 
etc... 

— Mots dtrangers adoptfcs: 
sandwich, spa^ietti, blue-jean, 
short, couscous, drugstore, 
hall, salami, chorizo, etc... 

. les anglicismes, sanction- 
nent certes 1’ influence cul- 
ture Ue anglo-saxonne, mais au- 
ssi les lacunes et retards fran- 
gais dans certains domaines sci- 
entifiques. Qui invente . nom- 
ine. Ainsi, en matfere de physi- 
que de ratmosph&re, le Com- 
missariat 4 la langue frangaise 
pfedit qu’il- n’y aura bioitdt 
plus de tenses frangais. Dans 
d'autres secteurs en revanche, 
ce sont les Anglo-Saxons qui. 


adoptent le nom d’une inven- 
tion frangaise. Comme la t£16- 
matique, qui devient “telema- 
tic”. Mais les exemples n’abon- 
dent pas... 

Si les creations de la langue 
frangaise ritdes d-dessus ont 
quelques chances de s’imposer 
race aux anglicismes, parce que 
facilement m6m or i sables, 
d’autres acront du mal 4 per- 
cer, car le terme anglais est 
plus simple. Comment par ex- 
emple remplacer video dip par 
“bande video promotionnel- 
le”, kit par “prfit-4-monter”? 
n existe meme des mots anglais 
pour lesquels les commissions 
de terminologie n'ont pas 
trouv6 d’dqnivalenr. Tels baby- 
sitter (selon le dictionnaire 
Robert, “personne qui. 


moyennant fetribution, garde 
ft la demande de jeunes enfents 
en Fabsence de leurs pa- 
rents”...), charter (“avion 
affrSfe pour un vol particu- 
lier”), hold-up (“vol ft main 
armde dans an lieu public”), 
look (“aspect physique volon- 
tairemeut 6tudi6''). 

Face ft ces casse-fetes, le 
Commissariat a mime fait 
appel ft Fimaginatioa d’une 
“acadifaue” d’enfants dans une 
emission feldvisde. Certains 
d'entre eux out su trouver les 
mots qui font mouebe. “Auto- 
maisou”. poor camping-car, 
“mftchouillon” pour chewing- 
gum et un succulent “sand- 
pain” pour hot-dog. Qui efit 
tnieux? (F.D. d’aprfts Le 
Monde) 


is: un pas de pi us 


Le bureau de I’OLP 4 Fails 
sera Qev6 an rang de «d3£ga- 
tioD g£n6rale» de Palestine, 
sans, toutefois, que lui soit 
acconfe de statnt diplo matiqiie, 
a annonri le jeudi 5 janvier, 
Frangois Nfittnraod, Le chef 
de I’Etat a exptiqnl que la 
France ne necoonaisant que les 
Etat qui disposent d’un terri- 
toire, a n’6tait pas possible 
d'accorder 4 I'OLP on tel sta- 
tnt diplomatique et les pri- 
vileges, dont I' immunity, qui en 
dgcoalent. 

Mais, a soulign^ M. Mitter- 
rand, «s’ii n’y a pas de pa trie 
palesUnienue augourd’bui, S y 
a comme la rexiaLssance d'une 
nation pakstinkmie*, et I’OLP 
en prodaman t, ft Alger, le 15 
novembre, un Etat Pafetonien, 
«ca moefife b situation* de telle 
maniftre qu’on «ne peat pas ne 
pas en tenir compte». «Toute 
novation presuppose b reaf- 
firmation dn droit d’lsraSI ft 
I’existence et ft la s£cnrit£», de 
meme que «le droit des' palesti- 
niens ft une patrie», a-t-Q en- 
core dit, jyoutant que par 'ses 
decisions d'Alger, «l'OLP a 
rendu possible ce qui se passe 


aqjourd’hui». «C’est 4 IsrarSJ 
qe’D importe main tenant de 
r£pondre», a poursuhri M. Mit- 
terrand, avant de condure: 41 
faodra bien que ks peuples 
d’Israd et de Palestine cobabi- 
tent en tant que voisins.» 

Interrogg sur P6ventnalit6 
d’une rencontre avec le cher de 
I’OLP, M. Mitterrand a d£c- 
larft qu'Q ne voyait pas pour- 
quo* Q ne «ifiscHteraif pas avec 
M. Arafat comme avec n’iro- 
porte quei respoosabfc d'un 
people dans le monde*. 

La decision frangaise a soset- 
fe b deception de 1’ambas- 
sadeor d’lsrael en France, M. 
Ovadia Softer, qui a cependant 
conadire comme «une bonne 
chose en so$» que les privileges 
diplomatiques ne soient pas 

accord£s 4 I’OLP. R e- 
pi^sentant de I’OLP, M. Ibra- 
him Sooss s’est quant ft lui 
fdkife de I’ initiative frangaise, 
qui, selon lui, signifie que b 
France prend «acte politique- 
ment de b proclamation d’un 
Etat palestinien”. D' y volt une 


‘reconnaissance impitidte 
cet Etat. 


FIGURE 


Moshe Arens, ie faucon 


Moshe Arens, 63 ans, successenr 
de Shimon P£rfes aux Affaires 
ttrangferes, fait partie de b frac- 
tion “dare” Likond. II s’est 
opposd en 1978 aux accords de 
Camp David, consacrant la paix 
isral(o-£gyptienne. A 
son nouveau poste, il a d'ores 
et dljft m o n t r 6 sa 
determination ft ne pas 
n^gorier avec I’OLP. “D sera 
difficile de lui arracher des con- 
cessions”. estime un responsa bJe 
americain. “mais une fois qu’il a 
accept 6 un march£, il tient 
parole”. 

N6 eu Lithuanie, Arens Emigre 
adolescent aux Etats-Unis, oi^ il 
sert dans I’armde et suit des 
£tudes d’ing6nieur. Il rejoint 
Jerusalem peu avant 1947 et par- 
ticipe ft la lutte arrnde juive sous 
les ordres de Menahem Begin, 
qui devient son mentor. Puts il 
poursuit sa carriftre d'ing£nieur 
avast d’entrer en politique en- 
1974, ou il est 61u a la Knesset 
sous la banni&re du' LikoudL 
Ambassadeur ft Washington 
durant [’invasion isradlienne du 
Liban, il s’y attire des inimiries au 
Dfpartement d’Etat en Fin- 
duisant en erreur sur les objectifis 
de cette- operation militaire. 11 
receuille en revanche les suf- 
frages du lobby juif, en d6pit de 
son soutien inconditionnel au 
projet avorfe d’avion de chasse 
israflieu “Lavi”, qui engloutit 



Moshe Arens 

pres de 2 milliards de dollars. 

Arens dirige le minist&re israe- 
lien de la defense de 1983 ft 1984 
et fait figure de champion de 
I'occupation de la Cisjordanie et 
de Gaza. Puis en 1986, Shamir lui 
confie les affaires isra61o-arabes. 
Shlomo Avineri, professeur de 
sciences politiques a I’univereite 
de Jerusalem, pfedisait le mois 
dernier que “le premier souri 
d’ Arens aux Affaires etrangeres 
serait de “dissuader les Etats- 
Unis de dialoguer avec L'OLP.” 
D voyait juste, (d’apres Time) 


S0RTIR 


Eve aux cent visages 



line premiere en Jordanie: cinq femmes (quatre Jordaniennes, nne 
Am&ricaine) brossent en six tableaux le comportement de leurs 
consoears d ans des situations de lit vie moderne. Pas de references 
culturelles, mais au contraire une volonfe de retrouver 1’ esse nee de la 
psychologie feminine, au-delft des frontiftres. Un trait commun relie 
ces bourgeoises ft I’heure du th6. ces femmes de manage, ces jeunes 
filles, etc... La mise en scftne depouillee de Susan Darwazeh, des 
costumes couleur de rauraille visent ft dimmer les scories pour mieux 
souligner 1'essentiel: l'esprit. Des voix “off” mettent en relief le 
d£calage entre I’expressron et la pensde, les contradictions et les 
difficult^ rencontfees par ces femmes “universelles”. Deux d’entre 
elles, qui absent le m&me homme sans se l'avouer, essaient ainsi de 
s’utiliser mutuellement pour atteindre leur but, par des moyens 
d£tourn£s. Consciemment et inconsdemment. Une situation cruelle, 
que pimente l’effet tragi -comique provoqu6 par la voix “off” 
Changement de, ddcor: dans une soefefe verrouilfee, une femme se 
bat contre son entourage et contre sa propre peur pour sortir de son 
carcan. L'auteur. Haya Husseini s’inspire de situations tifees de 
Virginja Woolf, Peter Schftffer, Jean Genet (“Les bonnes”) et de son 
propre univers. 

“Shades of Eve” (en anglais), mis en scfcne par Savraan Darwaza, avec Haya 
Hussrini, Sana Affyeb, Sara Qnbain, Snchinta Wycsoooriya. Centre CuHnrel 
Royal, mardi 17, mercredi 18 et jeudi 19 ft 20M0. Bfflets (2 JD) en vente an 
RCC. 


A L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 

Inherit the wind 


De Stanley Kramer, avec Gene Kelly 
et Spencer Tracy: 1925. Dans une 
petite vide du Tenessee, un profes- 
seur de biokjgie est an£t£ pour en- 
seigner 01£galemem la tMorie de 
Involution de Darwin. D'oi le 
bnfeux “proefes du singe”. 

Cam amfrfntq, jewfi 12 k 19bM 

Martin Luther King 

A 1'occasion de I'anniversaire de la' 
mort du pasreur noir. deux 
docamentatrea sur la vie du prix 
Nobel assassin^ le 13 javier 1968. 
Centre tmfrirefa , jhiMd e 15 ft 19M0. 

Cine-dub 

Stoat ny ed i mat ft 1A00, 15bW. 
17bW, 19MS, 2ftta30. Le 12: Mary Poppios, 
Local hero, Biloxi blues. They shoot 
bones, don’t they? Giant. Le 13: Lion in 
winter, M.A.S.H., Don't look, now. 
Wizard of Oz. Golds. Le 14: Prerty baby. 
Midnight express, DueJ in (he sun, Evfl 
under the son. The war lord. Le IS: Pattoo: 
lust for glory, Music lovers. Elephant man. 


Hutler, Color of money. Le 16: Notorious, 
North by Northwest, Elmer Gantry. High 
moon. Citizen Kane. Le 17: Raiders erf the 
lost ark, Prvate Benjamin. Gold rush. 
Grand hotel. Best years of our lives. Le 18 : 
Serpico, The producers, Gone with the 
wind i, A round t be world in 80 days. An 
American in Paris. 

FHms en version origfaale. Tel: 609901. 
Rente de I’nlver ai lft, ft droit* apis le 
bfttfanent. “Caterpillar”, pais Ifere temdw. 
300 za. 


EXPOSITION 

La Defense 

Videos, photos: guanier neuf de Paris 
tout eo gratte-dels et en parois de 
verve. La Defense est devenue un 
symbole de oration arcUtecturale. 
CCF, jusqn’an 22 janvier 

TELEVISION 

“Le temps de monrir”, avec Anna 
Karina, Bruno Crcmer et Jean 
Rochefort: un milliardaire recue ill e 
une jetme femme tomb£e de cheval. 
Amn6sique, elle ne peut expliquer 
comment elle ddtienf un fibn qui 
d6crit 1’assassinat de son hdte. La vie 
de cehri-d devient un cauchemar. 
(JTV, vendredi 13 ft 17h30). 
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Madame Tussaud’s • 
wax, into the space 


— beyond 


By Maggie Jackson 

The A*s*wiJted Pres* 

LONDON — A big toy leopard 
in a pink tutu sits near the desk of 
Madame Tussaud's chief execu- 
tive. but it isn : t made of the stuff 
that an racts 2.5 million visitors a 
year. 

Michael Herbert's office-mate 
is a fibreglass leftover from a 
children's exhibit, and a sign of 
the company's future. For Tus- 
sauds isn't just into wax anymore. 

The company, whose wax- 
works were brought from Paris to 
London INb years ago by the 
enterprising Madame, has bought 
a medieval castle and a set of 
caves, owns one theme park and 
plans to build another for $911 
million. It's also delving into non- 
wax Disney-style animated fi- 
gures. 

Tussauds hasn't forsaken its 
roots. Its wax statues pop up at 
new ventures and the original 
exhibition has been London's top 
fee-paying tourist site for two 
years. 

To a celebrity, few accolades 
are greater than an invitation to 
pose for a Tussaud effigy, and to 
the public, it's a true sign of the 
passage of fame when a wax 
statue gets taken to the 
storeroom. 

Its chamber of horrors, with its 
freshly guillotined heads and dis- 
embowelled Jack the Ripper vic- 
tims have given generations of 
children sleepless nights. 

"Madame Tussaud's is some- 
thing we rather crudely say you 
would visit three times in your 
life: as a child, a parent and 
perhaps a grandparent." says 
Herbert, a gentle man who clear- 
ly delights in the fun side to his 


business, like his leopard. 

"Wax exhibitions need a tur- 
nover of people.” he said in an 
interview, noting that more than 
half of Madame Tussaud's visi- 
tors come from abroad. "There- 
fore it's no use going to set up a 
wax exhibition in somewhere like 
Cleveland, Ohio, or even Chi- 
cago." 

Marie Tussaud, an accom- 
plished sculptress in Paris, inher- 
ited the waxworks from the uncle 
who trained her. She had made 
deathmasks of guillotine victims 
including Marie Antoinette, but 
finding post-revolutionary France 
too chaotic for business, she 
moved to England in 1S02. 

A marketing whiz in her time, 
she guaranteed new audiences for 
the waxworks by touring Britain 
for 33 years before settling in 
London at age 74. Here she 
displayed her last work — a 
scowling self-portrait in specta- 
cles and black bonnet which is 
among the 3511 figures presently 
on display in the permanent ex- 
hibit on the Marylebone road. 

After her death, the exhibit 
grew somewhat old-fashioned, 
Herbert said, but tourism 
boosted revenue in the l%Os and 
it has flourished in recent years 
with stepped-up marketing. 

Tussauds — the company as 
opposed to Madame Tussaud's, 
the waxworks — first expanded in 
1970 with an exhibition in Am- 
sterdam that has been so success- 
ful the company hopes to move to 
a bigger site. 

It bought the wookey hole 
caves in western England, a 
popular tourist spot, in 1973 and 
was attempting to huv the Ches- 
singion zoo. now the Chessington 
World of Adventures, in 1978 


when its owner, theJPearson Pic 
conglomerate, struck back by 
buying Tussauds. 

Soon after. Tussauds bought 
13th-century Warwick castle, for 
then 12.7 million, and has instal- 
led a startlingly lifelike exhibit 
recreating with wax figures a 
typical 19th-century royal 
weekend. 

Tussauds' planned amusement 
park at Woburn Abbey, the 18th- 
century stately home of the Duke 
of Bedford, would be impossible 
without Pearson's backing, says 
Herbert, who is a director of a 
VS. theme park company and 
sees great potential in this sector 
in Britain. 

“After all, we’re still a very 
small company, with turnover of 
$55 million.*' he said. “To do this 
alone would really be sticking 
your neck out.” 

Expansions aside. Tussaud^ 
vows never to abandon wax. But 
the old standbys, which cost an 
average of $18,000 apiece, are 
being improved and paired with 
new-fangled figures. 

Next year, Tussauds will open 
a London exhibition of both wax 
and non -wax animated figures 
representing rock stars. 

“Rock circps” continues the 
Disney-style animation work be- 
gun with an exhibition near 
Windsor Castle, on the outskirts 
of London, called "Royalty and 
Empire.” which recreates a scene 
front Queen Victoria's diamond 
jubilee celebrations in 1897. 

"Static wax figures are some- 
thing we've been famous for 
more than ISO years,” says' 
spokeswoman Juliet Simpkins. 
“What we're doing (with anima- 
tion) is enhancing the illusion.” 


The Americanisation 
of Indonesia’s elite 


By Bill Tarrant 

Rcuier 

JAKARTA — Indonesia’s new- 
ly-emerging middle class is tuning 
in to “L. A. law" and slick adver- 
tising with the return of commer- 
cial television to the traditionalist 
country after a seven-year break. 

The government in 1981 ban- 
ned advertising on the country's 
only television station, state-run 
TVRI, saying it was creating 
pernicious consumerism in a 
country with a per capita income 
of about $450 a year. 

Now a new subscription televi- 
sion station, RCTI. has been 
given a 20-year licence that allows 
it to broadcast commercials along 
with the American-styie diet it 
serves up to Jakarta's elite. 

"Subscription television gets 
around the problem of poor peo- 
ple watching ads for Mercedes 


Benz cars and getting envious 
about the rich,” said one adver- 
tising executive. 

RCTI, directed and - partly 
owned by President Suharto's son 
Bam bang Trihatmojo, charges 
$18 a month for its range of sport, 
music, cartoons, nightly movies 
and top-rated American series 
such as “L.A. law.” 

It is allowed to broadcast only 
in the Jakarta area but the gov- 
ernment has said it might grant 
licences for commercial television 
in six other .cities if the new 
station is a success. 

RCTTs scrambled signal is de- 
coded by a device in the subscri- 
ber's home. All programmes are 
in English but the station will 
begin dubbing and sub-titling 
next year when it finishes an 
$85-miUion studio. 

“This is the last major non- 
communist capital without a com- 


mercial advertising station," said 
general manager Peter Langlois 
in an interview. 

The station has so far signed up 
50,000 subscribers and eventually 
hopes to have 140,000 — about 
two per cent of the capital’s 
population. 

TVRI will take a quarter of 
subscriber revenue in addition to 
getting about $650,000 a year for 
selling news to the station. Lang- 
lois, former manager of an NBC sta- 
tion in Sacramento, California.; de- 
scribes the. relationship as “more 
partnership than competitor." 

Commercial television is 
already having a big impact on 
the fledgling advertising and film 
industry. 

RCTI expects to book at least 
half the estimated total of $125 
million spent on advertising in 
Indonesia in 1987. 






FEWER RISKS: -Ck.ro" is the nun. 

given to this new anaesthesis system from the 
Federal Republic of Germany. Anaesthetics tech- 

‘Cicero’ makes oi 


- "iMirinnh’.iiiii I ~ ~ lt . .. 

(Photo: INP/Drager) 

oology in general has been coordinated in accord- 
ance with the most modern aspects. Approval 1ms 
been applied for. 


LUBECK (INP) — The north 
German firm — Driigerwerk in 
Lubeck has developed a future- 
oriented anaesthetic respiration 
unit. Anaesthesis in medicine is 
almost as old as the history of 
medicine itself. Nonetheless, it is 
still a "sensitive key area” during 
an operation — especially on 
account of human failure and 
overworked staff. 

The Dragerwcrk AG has now 
presented a complete “integrated 
system working place for the 
anaesthetist." The latest scientific 
recognitions and technologies 
have contributed to this modem 
project — experience and advice 
from more than one thousand 
doctors asked in Europe, Asia 
and America. 

“Cicero" is the name given to 
the unit from the Federal Repub- 
lic of Germany, which incorpo- 
rates all the components usually 
required for carrying out anaesth- 
esis such as gas dosage and type 


operations easier 


of anaesthetic, respiration unit 
and communication controller. 
The new unit is suitable for 
grown-ups, children and babies. 
A special feature is the alarm and 
data management system. This 
enables critical changes to be 
identified more rapidly so that 
they can be remedied. Exhausting 
monitoring duties and routine re- 
cordings are dispersed with for 
the doctor and the operating 
staff. 

In a modem dime, the working 
place of the anaesthetist still com- 
prises a combination of various 
units. Up to 50 cables and tubes 
connect the patient with the units 
and the various systems with one 
another. This “confusion” in- 
creasingly calls for the attention 
of the doctor and nurse. As a 
result, handling errors are' fre- 
quently unavoidable. Thanks to 
“Cicero,” the Lubeck manufac- 
turers say, attention can be given 
to what is really essential: with a j 


load taken off the doctor and his 
assistants, the patient is once 
again at the centre of things. 
Risks are considerably cut down 
on. 

(IN-Press) 






The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabat Amman near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3: 30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

. Tel. 638968 


3L 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near TrafTic 
Bndge 

Amman, Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 V 



' CHEN'S x 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers* Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight s 


To advertise in 
this section 
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CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal naming Pot 
Taka-araragr service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p. m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight : 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


I EVERY 1= 

1— pay f 

PEOPLE WHO MtEV 

srfp MAINTENANCE 
jgjfes? SERVICES 



Call 667171-6 
670141-4 

ext. 223 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

3 Tel. 604671 E 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Tate away service .. 
available 

Open Daily 12.3O-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm- 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle . 


Tel;6S9519 659520 


For all your: 

Packing,. 

Air Freight F orwardin g, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, ' 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

pfease cafi: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS. 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf- Street 
Shmeisani . 

P.O.; Box 7806 
• A mman j Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 - 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


DIRTY DANCING 


Performance* .V»l. b;l», JO..W 



1 Cinema 


Tel: 6755711 





r Cmema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420- 


FULL 

METAL JACKET 


PcriotmaBon 3 JU. b:15.fl:3U. Ill: 311 



MY TUTOR . : 




perform .t ik ia 3 3n. 6.4*1. K 36. llk.Vl . 
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I < x>Ai'tuivwPk -rK The pilot field. 
: -<tfae hefi no pter steady, a few- feet 

j ^hovft the ground,, theblast of its 
’ - “ ^rotors whipp ing the fronds of a 
’-^banana . tre& tokF 'fuzzy-en ded 
. ^\^xa^'pf'2BD^'p8inp^^as£.iiitoa. 

Ifretay. „• .!.-. 

' carrying assault 

- from the cabin, scat-. 
Bering into the undergrowth on 

• sleep- tuUride, then, as the 
+ r \ ^helicopter drew away, made 

*• ’ ’swiftry for a small patch of flow- 

- 'Trs ; iiearby. - 

- - ■ ,. They wreaked havoc, slashing 
..'. latthe flowers, with- sticks -and 

£Hpmg off their bulbous seed pods ■ 
■■■•-jsKSil' hunting knives. . 

. . L l^s open season on-opium pop- 
pies in Thailand. ■ . 
s • The latest poppy-bunting ex- 
pedition was near this village in 
jLoei province, within 20 
kilometres of the border with 
' Laos and On the edge of the 
^Iden triangle, the biggest single 
source for the world's opium and 
its heroin derivative. 

! Elsewhere, in northern Thai- 
land, particularly in the Chiang' 
and Chiang Rai provinces ‘ 
bordering Burma, the paramilit- 

- ary border patrol police and other 
forces are scouring wooded 

... .d ridges' and limestone escarps 
*-.* meets during this prime growing 

• season. . 

-Although dashes with growers 
are rare, the troopers go armed 
because guns are still part of 
everyday life in these hilly areas 
: jindthe big men behind the trade 
: can be ruthless in protecting their 
. investments. 

; The mission of destruction, 
Coupled with a campaign of pro- 
viding profitable replacement 
.crops Jike cabbage or coffee, has 
been a success in Thailand. • 
“Helped by personal interven- 

- tkm from the Thai royal family 

- and aid from abroad, substitution 


projects have-mushroomed in the 
hills and domestic opium produc- 
tion has fallen from 200 tonnes rb 
little more than 20 tonnes in a 
" decade. 

But raids like those in Loei 
province, even coupled with re- 
-cord seizures of heroin crossing 
Thailand last year, are only mb- 
. bling at the fringes of production 
in the golden triangle . — an area 
including parts of Burma,. Laos 
and Thailand — where weather 
conditions were 1 excellent in 
1988.- 

.. In' the. context bf the region 
Thailand has become, in the 
words-of one narcotics agent, a 
. sideshow. “It is important for 
what goes on around it and what 
goes through it,” he said. 

.With. political chaos and the 
withdrawal of international coop- 
eration eliminating controls on 
opium growth in Burma, and 
little effort to crack down on 
growers in communist Laos, the 
flow to the addict’s pock-marked 
arm is expected to be as big as 
ever this year. 

Burma’s military rulers last 
year threw the onus of responsi- 
bility on the United States, which 
suspended its anti-narcotics prog- 
ramme as well as other aid after 
the army took over, in a bloody 
coup in September. 

“Opium from the golden 
triangle will surely spread out 
throughout the world,” Burma's 
working people’s daily news- 
paper said. “For Burma it is not 
our business what happens once it 
goes out. We can only look on 
with folded arms.” 

As well as tbe halt in the U.S. 
programme, which provided 
planes to spray poison on poppies 
in Burma’s north-eastern Shan 
and Kachin states, narcotics 
agents say the political upheavals 
left the indigenous police forces 
in chaos. 

Top officers, including the 
commander of the narcotics nn- 


■ its, were replaced, leaving a lack 
of skill and experience. 

Latest available Burmese offi- 
cial reports said 40,000 out of 
70,000 acres of poppies were des- 
troyed in the 1986-87 opium pro- 
duction season. 

International experts in Bang- 
kok say (his appeared a very fug 
estimate. They said at least 1,(X 
tonnes of raw opium was pro- 
duced in Burma that year, with 
the Burma Communist Party and 
Shan state insurgents under war- 
lord Khun Sa producing and re- 
fining tbe bulk of it. 

And this year?. 

“The growing conditions are as 
good as we have seen in many 
years. We have to assume the 
army is less involved in eradica- 
tion work than in previous years, 
if they're involved at all,” said 
one international agent. 

“We assume it’s going to be a 
very handsome crop." said the 
official, who declined to be iden- 
tified. 

He said there could be an 
increase of as much as 20 per cent 
in the flow of heroin from the 
region because of the lack of 
controls in Burma. But y as with 
all figures on the illicit opium 
trade, this was no more than an 
educated guess. 

Although the United States last 
year openly accused Laotian offi- 
cials of involvement in opium 
production. 1989 began on a 
more optimistic note. A U.S. 
team visited Vientiane in the first 
week of January promising aid to 
eradicate opium growth as part of 
a general improvement in rela- 
tions between Washington and 
Indochina. 

The United Nations fund for. 
drug abuse control is also hoping 
to establish its first programme in 
Laos since the late 1970s. aimed 
at introducing other profitable 
crops to hill tribes now growing 
opium. 
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A blow to the Third 
World - a resource drain 

the World Bank’s sobering new analysis of the 
distressful^ debt situation in the developing world 
.has underscored the need for global action to 
confront the issue. \ 


I 


B- 


.^^^;Naseem -Abdallah 

Washington — T he non-ofl 
industrial countries may rejoice 
at unstable oil prices and optim- 
ists may see an imminent turnab- 
out-in the world economy , but the 
: . developing world has entered a 
4 new phase of financial distress 
f. that may not be over soon... 

" 'The outflow of wealth from the 
developing to developed, coun- 
■ fries has reached record levels 
andmay be at least 50 per cent 
- higher in the current year than in 
previous years. 

■’* Tins emerged from recent sta- 
tistics released by World Bank. 
The speed and magnitude of foe 
: - outflow of wealth from tbe de- 
veloping countries in recent 

• f-yearsj- said the bank, “represents 
• a hew "and significant constraint 

on tbeir expansion." ' 

Coupled with rising interest 
rates and the not-so-distant threat 
-~of a. trade war involving the Un-. 

* ited States, Japan, Europe and 
: the rest of the world, the resource 

drain is a serious -blow to the 
-Third World, In simple terms, it 
means that the poorer developing 
. countries will have to forget ab- 
ohf catching np with.' the rest of 
the -world on. growth and im- 
provement of living standards. 


. -.. The World Bank estimates that 
in 1988. the 17 most indebted 
countries would have given rich 
countries and multinational lend- 
ing institutions 531.10 billion 
more than they receive — three 
times the 1983 figure. The rever- 
sal is particularly dismaying be- 
cause it indicates that one of the 
most celebrated attempts to de- 
fuse the debt crisis, the Baker 
Plan simply has not worked. 

The Baker Plan assured de- 
veloping countries of increased 
lending on easier terms from both 
multinational government institu- 
tions and priyate -banks. In return 
it required debtors to turn state- 
owned enterprises over to the 
private sector, to deregulate their 
economies and to encourage fas- 
ter growth. In actual practice, 
private banks reduced rather than 
raised their lending and many of 
the debtor states found the sale of 
government enterprises to private 
industry as politically unaccept- 
able. 

Now the rising clamour is for 
the Baker Plan to be modified to 
give banks greater incentives to 
lend and the developing countries 
relief on outstanding debts. Why? 
An increasing number of eco- 
nomists are persuaded that tbe 
debt crisis represents a major risk 
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POPULATION AND WORLD RESOURCES: 
£ **One billion people are now being added to the 
f irinnan race every twelve years,” says the 1988 
*;Sfeteof Worid -Flotation* report. But we are 
^xoiosimii]^ world resources even faster than 
Tiopulation Is growtog. 


to global stability. 

President-elect George Bush 
recently acknowledged tbe poli- 
tical dimension of the Third 
World’s 51,300 billion debt. In 
revising the U.S. debt policy, he 
sa id, “ not just the Treasury (De- 
partment), but our national 
security people” would be in- 
volved too. But exactly how far 
the United States can go in 
addressing the problem remains 
moot. 

Within the administration, 
U.S. policy towards the Third 
World has been mostly identified 
with James Baker, the former 
Treasury Secretary, and Bush's 
choice for Secretary of State. 
That policy, particularly its firee- 
market theme, is expected to 
continue. 

But debt resolution is not all 
about U.S. policy. As tbe World 
Bank study showed, the United 
States is only one of several ma- 
jor recipients of Thud World 
outflows in loanpayments and 
other payments. The “whole new 
look” of tbe United States policy 
towards developing countries, 
promised by Bush, may not be 
effective unless it is replicated in 
other rich countries. 

Several countries. Japan and 
West Germany in particular, are 
known to be sympathetic to the 
Third World's plight. How their 
sympathy translates into action 
remains a different matter. 

Total net Third World pay- 
ments to industrialised countries 
are estimated at 543 billion, up 
from 538.10billion in 1987. When 
the debt crisis erupted in 1982, 
developing countries were taking 
m $18,217 billion more than they 
paid out. Now, of course, their 
debt has almost doubled — to 
51.32 trillion. 

The massive transfer of re- 
sources from poor to rich coun- 
tries, which are part of the effort 
to service that debt, is becoming a 
major political issue in the Third 
World. This was acknowledged in 
the World Bank reports,, which 

observes that “tbe immense un- 
certainty ‘ surrounding die out- 
come of tbe debt crisis, and, in 
some counfries, tbe sheer size of 
the debt relative to economic 
capacity are daunting to all inves- 
tors, internal and external.” 

About two-thirds of die total 
Third World debt is held by 
private lenders, including banks 
in die United Stares, Japan and 
Western Europe. Tbe other one- 
third is owed to governments and 

to such government-owned lend- 
ing institutions as the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fond (IMF). So tbe 
room for manoeuvre — debt for- 
giveness, rescheduling or new 
loans — is there. It now remains 
up to the powers that be to use 
that opportunity to address the 
monumental problem. — 
Academic file. 
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The slow death of a desert oasis 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 

AZRAQ — Kicking up dust, 
buffalo canter through low brush 
at this wetland oasis in Jordan's 
eastern desert, once a world- 
famous sanctuary for migrant 
birds. 

The buffalo, descended from 
domestic animals, and scores of 
wild horses, roam the shrinking 
marshes, but few birds now stop 
at Azraq en. route between 
Europe and Africa. 

According to Anis Muasber. 
president of the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature, the 
oasis is dying because of over- 
pumping Of water to meet Am- 
man's growing demand. 

Unless this is curbed, Azraq, 
90 kilometres east of tbe capital , ’ 
may become an early casualty of 
Jordan’s looming water crisis, say 
Muasber and other experts. 

“By 2005 our renewable water 
resources will be running out," 
said Elias Salameh, bead of Jor- 
dan University’s Water Research 
Centre. “New supplies will have 
to come from fossil (non-reple- 
nishable) water or non-conven- 
tional sources like desalination or 


recycling. " 

Twenty years ago Azraq’s cen- 
tral swamp covered 10 square 
kilometres and nearby areas were 
sometimes flooded, providing a rich 
habitat for fish, waterfowl and 
vegetation. 

Duck-hunters used to wade 
through tbe water and crouch in 
metal hides bedded in concrete. 
Now the rusting hides stick for- 
lornly from dried-up lake beds 
that shimmer in the haze. 

“The society will do what it can 
to keep Azraq alive until A mman 
finds other water sources.'’ 
Muasher said. “We are Drying to 
keep tbe vegetation alive so that 
we don't lose the spedes." 

Only 10 years ago the pools, 
marshes, water meadows and silt 
dunes of the Azraq wetland re- 
serve harboured about 300 bird 
species, over half of them mig- 
rants. 

Some wintered there and 
others bred among its giant reeds, 
prickly sea rush and tamarisk 
bushes, along with snakes, frogs, 
fish and lizards. Asiatic jackals, 
red fox. wolves and striped 
hyenas are still seen, though wild 
boar have vanished. 

Experts say overpumping has 


lowered the water table by three 
metres in the past three years in 
some of the Jordan Water Au- 
thority's 15 wells, and some 
springs have dried up completely. 

‘The Azraq area discharges 15 
to 16 million cubic metres of 
water a year. Tbe water authority 
is pumping this amount and local 
formers are- using another six 
million for irrigation and fish- 
ponds," said Omar Rimawi, a 
Jordan University hydrologist. 

The Azraq oasis is part of a 
13,000-square-kilometre basin, 
fed by water filtering under- 
ground from the Jebel Ad-Druze 
mountains in southern Syria. 

Rimawi said the purest water 
lies in a Basalt aquifer. A few 
kilometres away are the Sabkha 
salt flats, used for salt produc- 
tion. 

“Overpumping risks virtually 
irreversible seepage of saline wa- 
ter from Sabkha to the Basalt 
aquifer and tbe whole water col- 
umn,” Rimawi said. 

Salameh said Azraq 's safe yield 
of drinking water was 10 to 12 
million cubic metres a year. “If 
pumping goes on as now, the 
pools will dry up completely in 
five years." 


The government formed a 
committee 18 months ago to try 
to halve tbe amount pumped 
from the area and Muasher said it 
had ordered the closure of several 
unlicensed wells. The European 
Community is funding an inves- 
tigation of Azraq aquifers. 

But few other sources are 
readily available to quench the 
thirst of Amman’s fast^growing 
population of over a million. 

Rimawi said rationing last sum- 
mer showed consumption had 
already exceeded the city’s supp- 
ly. “Jordan is on the edge of a 
crisis. By the end of the century it 
will be a big problem." 

Water and Irrigation Minister 
Ahmad Dakhqan said this 
month water potential would 
have to be increased by at least 10 
per cent. 

This year Jordan hopes to start 
work on damming the Yarmouk 
River, its only major untapped 
surface water resource. The long- 
planned Wahdah (unity) Dam. 
straddling the border with Syria, 
should provide 50 million cubic 
metres of water a year for Am- 
man and 20 million for the north- 
ern town of Irbid. 


A Western development ex- 
pert. who asked not to be named, 
said this would ease but not solve 
the problem. He praised Jordan 
for bringing piped water to more 
than 80 per cent of its people but 
said government subsidies were 
encouraging waste, especially 
among Jordan Valley farmers. 

“The Jordan Valley is a major 
development success, but they 
don't use water efficiently. 
There's a social and cultural bias 
against charging farmers an eco- 
nomic price for water.” he said. 

Jordan Valley Authority Direc- 
tor Mohammed Beni Ha ni said 
farmers paid about 25 per cent of 
the . system's running cost but 
denied they were excessive con- 
sumers. 

He said a pressurised closed-pipe 
system to replace open canals 
would be complete by 1995 and 
the authority was trying to oper- 
ate. maintain and manage ex- 
isting systems better. 

Experts say much water is lost 
in Amman's leaky distribution 
network but household water 
consumption is lower than in 
neighbouring Arab capitals and 
far below Western levels. 



A detail of Garia Mahmoud's 

By. Michael Gibson 

International Herald Tribune 

CAIRO — Brightly coloured 
batik paintings decorate the foyer 
of foe new Cairo Opera house 
while large tapestries from the 
same workshop, in an idiom one 
would hardly expect to find in 
contemporary work, hang in the 
ball of one of the city’s leading 
hotels. 

This delightful consensus in 
choices made by a government 
commission and by the decora- 
tors of a major hotel chain, is but 
one sign of the prestige enjoyed 
here by the little group of crafts- 
men at foe-Ramses Wissa Wassef 
school in tbe village of Harrania 
on the outskirts of Cairo. 

But their prestige is not limited 
to Egypt- The utopian experi- 
ment initiated 45 years ago by tbe 
architect Ramses Wissa Wassef 
has achieved a worldwide reputa- 
tion, thanks to countless exhibi- 
tions and sales to museums in 
Europe and the United States. 

Ramses Wissa Wassef, was 
born in Cairo in 1911. the son of a 
wealthy Coptic family. His father 
was a leader in parliament and a 
celebrated lawyer. Ramses stu- 
died at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts 
in Paris, where he significantly 
submitted a project on rural 
architecture in Egypt (“The Pot- 
ter’s House on tbe Nile'’). 

From foe outset he showed a 
keen interest in foe uneasy situa- 
tion of traditional architecture 
and crafts in an increasingly in- 
dustrial society. As an architect, 
he devoted his life to building 
with mud blocks, using tradition- 
al Egyptian techniques and 
forms. For this work, he post- 
humously received the Aga Khan 
Award in 1983. 

Wissa Wassefs lifelong adven- 
ture with weaving began in 1941, 
when he was commissioned to 
build a school using traditional 
materials in old Cairo, near the 
remains of the city’s Roman for- 
tress. He persuaded the author- 
ities to let him teach weaving 
after hours to drikhen enrolled at 
foe school. This interest in the 
work 'of children first appeared 
when he realised that adult crafts- 
men all' tended to repeat them- 
selves — they no longer had the 
capacity to be inventive. This, he 
decided, most be because their 


creative faculties were stunted at 
one stage. 

Artistic potential 

One of his basic convictions 
was that every human being has 
artistic potential, though it may 
be perverted or destroyed by 
education. As it happened, tbe 
results of this first adventure were 
so exciting that be decided to take 
it a step further. Three of the 
children stayed with him and 
formed the nucleus of a teaching 
staff when the school in Harrania 
was created in 1951. His family 
fortune was sufficient to allow 
him to buy land there and build a 
school of traditional design. 

The way this school was started 
is remarkable in itself. Wissa 
Wassef and his wife, Sophie, 
went on frequent visits to Harra- 
nia, then an isolated village on 
the edge of a canal within sight of 
the Giza pyramids. Over a period 
of weeks, they sat down under a 
tree, struck up conversations 
and played games with tbe village 
children. 

School hours are short in 
Egypt, there being too few 
teachers, and Rainses and Sophie 
were obviously both charming 
and purposeful as they sat in 
apparent idleness beneath their 
tree. When a misting relationship 
had been established, they asked 
the children whether they 
wouldn't like to learn how to 
weave. 

A dozen children, mostly girls, 
showed an interest and began 
working regularly. Wissa. Wassef 
dealt directly with the children 
rather than with their families. 
When they completed a tapestry 
they were paid for it. This was a 
new situation for the children and 
gave them a tremendous sense of 
pride. Tbe first time tbe 12 chil- 
dren were paid they paraded 
through tbe village singing an 
improvised song boasting of their 
achievement. Later they asked 
Wissa Wassef to keep tbe money 
for them, to invest it in gold and, 
as they grew up, they used it to 
build tbetr own mud brick bouses 
when they got married. 

It was always a happy venture, 
Sophie Wissa Wassef says today, 
though it required great patience. 
It also required exceptional peda- 
gogical skills and tact -Wissa 


A utopian adventure 


Wassef was careful not to show 
the children any art. Instead he 
would take them on excursions to 
observe plants and wildlife along 
th£ banks of the; Nile, into the 
desert or to the' shore, near Alex- 
andria. This was intended to de- 
velop their own perception of 
things. 

His daughter Yoanna remem- 
bers seeing a group of children off 
at the station. They were going to 
take the two-hour train ride to 
Alexandria and at the moment of 
boarding the train all the girls 
suddenly burst into tears: “We 
arfe going to the end of the 
earth!” they wailed. Since then, 
of course, their perception of the 
size of the world has drastically 
changed — and Cairo has all but 
enveloped Harrania as its popula- 
tion grew to its present 15 mil- 
lion. 

Bible stories 

Wissa Wassef also took care to 
tell many stories, legends and 
narratives from the Bible, which 
then served for inspiration for 
tapestries. He took pains to 
stimulate children who were in- 
clined to copy w bat others were 
doing. He never criticised foeir 
work, though financial reward 
varied according to certain 
criteria of quality that had been 
established. 

What astounds visitors is that 
the children (and the weavers 
who are now adults), do not work 
from a drawing but create their 
design directly on the loom — 
even though they cannot see the 
whole of the work, since the part' 
that has been completed gradually 
disappears behind the loom. To 
Wissa Wassef this was a particu- 
larly important innovation, since 
it avoided the divorce of creation 
and execution proper. The young 
weavers developed their own ter- 
minology, and one significant 
concept was that of “melody" — 
a reference to patterns and their 
variations. Also important is that 
all the wool was dyed with plants 
grown m the garden. 

The children are predominant- 
ly Muslim. One striking differ- 
ence is apparent between tbe 


work of city-dwelling Coptic 
Christians, who tend to represent 
their subjects in a more 
abstract and schematic way. and 
the rural Muslims, who show a 
keen sense of naturalistic 
observation, reversing the 
stereotypes about Muslim cul- 
ture’s resistance to representa- 
tion. 

Second generation 

Wissa Wassef died of a heart 
attack in 1974. His death was a 
tremendous shock to all con- 
cerned, including the young 
weavers, many of them then 
approaching 30. But Sophie and 
her two daughters. Yoanna and 
Suzanne, decided to carry on and 
invited young people interested 
in weaving to make themselves 
known. About a hundred ap- 
plied, but only 40 could be 
accepted. 

Children of this “second gen- 
eration” were encouraged to find 
an original form of their own and 
the stylistic difference is percepti- 
ble in subtler shadings of colour 
and a greater mastery of form at 
an early age. The young genera- 
tion benefitted from the ground- 
breaking technical work of then 
elders and were thus free to devote 
more energy to the aesthetic 
aspects. 

Perhaps the most striking 
aspect of. the enterprise, after 
dose to 50 years, is the way in 
which the children have de- 
veloped into mature craftsmen. 
The works done during the first 
years bad some of the universal 
characteristics of children’s draw- 
ings. In subsequent years they 
still contained simplifications of 
forms, as can be found in folk 
weaving of various periods. But 
foe work done in the ’80s by 
weavers now at the height of their 
maturity has achieved a style that 
is the result of a long ripening. 

Weavers like Mohammed 
Moussa, Garia Mahmoud and 
Asfaour Messelbi, all of them in 
their 40s, have begun produdng 
large landscape works which can 
take them a full year to weave 
and which have the balance of a 
mature style.. 


Museum 

Sophie Wissa Wassef is in the 
process of setting up a museum of 
tapestries from the Wissa Wassef 
School in a former henhouse — 
another beautiful building de- 
signed by her husband. It will not 
be a public museum with regular 
hours because she and her daugh- 
ters do not have the time nor the 
means for this. But those who 
drop by to buy tapestries, batik or 
ceramic ware can always ask to 
see it. 

It promises to be a beautiful 
monument to the life-work of a 
number of people — carried out 
with extraordinary forbearance 
and patience. 

“It has been a continuous 
flow,” says Sophie Wissa Wassef 
as she walks among the tapestries 
beneath the gently sloping 
domes. “It has taken time." One 
senses that there arc so many 
lives summed up here. There is 
Fayek Nicolas, one of their first 
pupils, who drowned tragically at 
the age of 22. There are others 
who have been seared by mad- 
ness. And others still who have 
serenely matured. 

One big tapestry by Moham- 
med Moussa shows rhe whole 
setting of the school with all its 
buildings nestled among the palm 
trees. "Mohammed came to see 
me one day,” says Sophie, 
“asking me to give him a subject. 
I pointed out that all the trees in 
our tapestries were always shown 
from below. Why not show them 
from above for once.” Moham- 
med's view of Harrania is one you 
get from the terrace of Sophie’s 
house. It shows it glowing in foe 
dusty desert air at sunset. Bright 
birds are flying past against foe 
darkening sky. 

“It has taken time,” Sophie 
Wissa Wassef repeats, and as she 
speaks she radiates the warmth of 
someone who has found fulfill- 
ment in her life task. “Time has 
been the most important ingre- 
dient of this experiment.” And 
listening to her, one senses that 
time and patience are. the pre- 
cious commodities that people 
living in the urgent vortex of the 
industrial world cannot afford to 
give. 
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Economists predict gradual rise in yen’s role 


TOKYO (AP) — The U.S. dollar’s predominance in 
global financial dealings is falling as growing econo- 
mic interdependence within Asia and other regions 
increases reliance on the Japanese yen and other 
currencies, economists said Tuesday. 


The yen may not replace the 
dollar as the international official 
reserve currency, but trends point 
to greater use of the yen and 
Deutscbemark and a commensu- 
rate decline in the dollar's im- 
portance, David Hale, chief eco- 
nomist of Kemper Financial Ser- 
vices Inc., said. 

‘There are very compelling 
arguments why the yen should 
become an important internation- 
al reserve asset," Hale saidi 
“These is a tremendous mismatch 
between the yen's importance 
and the role it plays in the world 
economy/* 

Japan's $3 trillion gross nation- 
al product in 1988, the $4 trillion 
capitalisation of the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange and international bank 


assets estimated by the Bank of 
International Settlements at 
$625.8 trillion — compared to 
U.S. bank assets of $492 billion 
— are evidence of the dramatic 
growth in Japan’s relative econo- 
mic power. Hale said. 

The emergence of Asia as a 
major economic growth region is 
one reason for the dollar’s declin- 
ing importance as a foreign re- 
serve currency, said economists 
attending a conference entitled 
“Task Force on Pacific Rim 
Strategies/' 

Trade within the Asian region 
is growing so quickly that it will 
soon overtake trans- Pacific trade, 
said Takashi Hosorai, chairman 
of NLI Research and former fi- 
nance ministry adviser. 


“Trade volume in East Asia 
totalled $84 billion in 1987 and it 
is growing faster than trans-Pad- 
fic trade, which totalled $104 
billion,” Hosonri said. 

Japanese banks are increasing- 
ly using the yen in international 
lending — their external yen- 
denominated loans are estimated 
at 13 trillion yen ($104 billion), 
Hale said. 

Japan is the largest lender to a 
number of Asian countries, and 
yen loans account for 30 per cent 
of Malaysia’s and Indonesia’s 
foreign debt and 40 per cent of 
Thailand’s, be said. 

Growing overseas direct invest- 
ment by Japanese firms in Asia is 
also expanding die yen’s zone of 
influence. 

“It would be logical to expect 
in the 1990s a regional economic 
bloc to emerge around Japan,” 
Hale said. 

Economists attending the con- 
ference predicted that changes in 
the relative importance of the yea 


and the dollar would be gradual. 

T don’t think the yen win take 
the poationof die dollar, but will 
function to supplement the dol- 
lar,” said Yasno Kanzaki, execu- 
tive vice president of Nikko 
Securities Co. 

Instead, a number of curren- 
cies may be used. * 

“The staggering growth in the 
volume of international capital 
Sows makes it modi more diffi- 
cult for a angle currency to play 
such a significant role as in die 
past,” said Lawrence Summers, 
economics professor at Harvard 
University. 

“1 think in the future there will 
be no reserve currency as wc have 
known it in the past," said Tone 
Grant, a member of the boardof 
directors of the Futures Industry 
Association. 

At the end of 1987, the dollar 
accounted for 67 per cent of 
official worldwide foreign ex- 
change reserves, down from 70 to 
80 per cent in the 1970s, the 


International Monetary Fund 


The yen accounted for seven 
per cent of world official reserves 
and the Deutscbemark for 14.7 
per cent. 

The pound sterling, winch be- 
fore World War I accounted for 
38 per. cent of official reserves, 
now accounts for 2.6 per cent. 

“The yen is likely to reach 14 to 
15 per cent (of worldwide official 
reserves) by the mid-1990s,” 
Hale said. 


cent of its import contracts are 
yen-dcoaminatecl, up 'from less 
than one -per cent w 1975, he 


But a number of factors limit 
the yen’s viability as a reserve 
currency, including limits on. the 
number of investment oapoitata- 
ties in Japan’s financial markets 
and exchange rate volatility, 
which discourages the use of yen- 
denominated contracte in foreign 
trade. Hale said. 

'More than 35 per cent of 
Japan’s export contracts axe yen- 
denominated, up from 17.5 per 
cent in 1975, and nearly 10 per 


But in Britain and West Ger- 
many , 80 per cent of their exports 
and 40 per cent of their imports 
axe denominated in then own 
currencies. Hate said. 

The dollar “allows better con- 
trol of risks,” said Makoto Utsu- 
mi, director general of the fi- 
nance ™niui y’s- inte rnational fi- 
nance bureau. He noted that 
there was no particular reason 
not to use the dollar in transac- 
tions. 

Utsuxni and other Japanese 
{rffirials were unenthusiastic ab- 
out the yen’s potential as a re- 
serve c u r renc y, expl aining that 
the dollar is supported by both 
militar y and economic power. 

“The yen’s vulnerability is that 
Japan’s strengthen lies only in 
economic power because it lacks 
a defence capability and natural 
resources,” Hosonri said. 


Austerity in China 
‘ hits wrong targets’ 


PEKING (R) — China said 
Wednesday that a four-month au- 
sterity programme had failed to 
slow its runaway economy. 

The Economic Daily said that 
industrial output in the fourth 
quarter singed by 1S.8 per cent 
over the same period last year, 
the fastest quarterly growth of 
1988, despite tough measures in- 
troduced in September to slow it 
down. 

“This high-speed growth is 
wrong for China,” the paper said. 
“It has led to shortages of cash 
and credit, foreign debt and se- 
rious problems in transport." 

The State Statistical Bureau 
said industrial output, though 
down from more than 20 per cent 
growth in October, rose at a 
foster rate in December than in 
November. 

Economists said that the au- 
sterity programme was having an 
affect but it was hitting the wrong 
targets. 

Millions of formers are getting 
paid for their produce in IOUs 
instead of cash which local au- 
thorities are spending on new 


textile and cigarette factories, de- 
spite orders from Peking that 
form goods get priority. 

Banks have been told they will 
not get more money from Peking 
and ordered to make better use of 
their limited funds — so some 
have prevented people from with- 
drawing their money. 

The statistical news said banks 
in Wuzfaou in the southwest were 
paying only half of the wages due 
to workers in some companies, 
keeping the other half as forced 
savings, causing great resentment 
among workers some of whom 
were unable to meet basic living 
costs. 


Economic Daily said banks in 
Anhui, central Ouiia, were im- 
properly docking up to 50 yuan 
($13.5) a month per worker, in 
file name of “patriotic savings” or 
“construction savings,” which 
they could only withdraw months 
later. 

Such practices deterred other 
people from patting their extra 
money into banks which desper- 
ately needed it, it said. 


Verity expects recession 
but after 12 months 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Commerce Secretary William 
Verity, a former businessman, 
said Tuesday he was convicted 
there would be a recession in the 
United States but that it would 
not come for six to 12 months. 

He said that when he headed 
Arm co Steel Company he real- 
ised business cycles came periodi- 
cally but now, unless there was an 
overly tight money supply, T do 
not see a recession or the tilings, 
that cause a recession on the 
horizon." 

Verity said overly tight money 
could cause a recession, but that 
Federal Reserve Board Chairman 
Alan Greenspan had been doing 
a good job tightening the money 
supply to prevent inflation but 
not tightening it enough to cause 
a recession. 

“So I don't see a recession in 
the next six to 12 months,” he 
told a news conference. But he 
added: Tm not saying there 
won't be another recession, be- 
cause there will be.” 

Discussing the trade deficit, he 
said the U.S. export surge would, 
continue in the co ming months, 
with more and more small and 


medium size companies increas- 
ing overseas shipments. 

He did not estimate the size of 
the 1988 trade deficit, to be calcu- 
lated and released next month, 
but other officials see it foiling by 
some $30 billion, from $170 bil- 
lion. 

In another area, Verily likened 
the nation's space agency to “a 
glorified trucking operation" and 
said government is not stepping 
aside fast enough to allow private 
enterprise to flourish in space. 

“Our interest in space, quite 
amply, has outgrown the space 
agency,” Verity said. “Conse- 
quently it’s time to rethink that 
agency’s mission. I suggest we 
recognise that NASA (the 
. National. Aeronautic and Space 
Administration) should do what 
was envisioned in its original 
charter 30 years ago. NASA 
should be responsible for promot- 
ing space science, research and 
exploration.” 

Speaking to the Space Business 
Roundtable, whose members in- 
clude representatives of com- 
panies doing business in space. 
Verity said government must quit 
competing. 


SUPERVISORS WANTED 


International Voluntary Organisation requires 2 Jordanian 
women as production supervisors for 2 small scale businesses. 


Requirements: 

— Minimum 3 years experience. 

— Must be self starter and field work oriented. 

— Fluent English/Arabic. 

— Knowledge of sewing/embroidery or nutrition/food production 
preferable. 


For more information 

call 656872/628760. (Sun-Thurs, 8-3) 



Central banks again hit dollar 


LONDON (R) — Central banks 
renewed concerted open market 
sales of the dollars Wednesday 
trying to stop a potentially disrup- 
tive rally by the U.S. currency. 

A third straight day of coordin- 
ated intervention brought the 
central banks of the United 
States, West Germany, Italy, 
Switzerland, Canada, Austria, 
and The Netherlands into the 
market selling dollars for Deuts- 
cbemaxks soon after New York, 
trading began. 

The dollar had earlier shot to 
its best in three months, rising 
above 1.84 marks. It had eased 
below 1.83 as speculators took 
profits before the central banks 
came in and sent it further down 
to trade just under 1.82. 

It is still up about five pfennigs 
since the start of the year. 
Wednesday’s coordinated action 
was the banks' biggest show of 
force since the dollar took off at 
the start of the new year. 

Relatively high U.S. interest 
rates, which offer a bigger return 
on many dollar assets, and the 
prospect that they may have to 
rise further to dampen inflation in 


a strong U.S. economy, are 
attracting money to dollars. 

Interest rates in Britain are also 
high, attracting funds to the 
pound, as the British government 
fights rising inflation. The pound 
soared to 3.2550 marks, its 
strongest in more than 2V4 years, 
Wednesday after Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Nigel Lawson said 
be was not worried by its appre- 
ciation. 


sold 


The Bank of England 
pounds for marks. 

Several nations, particularly 
West Germany, are worried ab- 
out their inflation as the strong 
dollar pushes up import bills and 
about the outflow of funds inter 
the dollar and pound. 

Economists say that a hazard is 
that there might be a competing 
round of interest rate rises with 

too. The SwL^nTI ank 
said Wednesday that it had been 
tightening liquidity. 

A chain reaction of interest 
rate rises might crimp the expan- 
sion of tiie global economy. 

But Bank of Japan Governor 


Satoshi Sumita, who was asked 
by reporters Wednesday about 
the risk of that kind of chain 
reaction, said: “It’s impossible. It 
won’t happen.” 

AH eyes were on Washington 
whereLawson met U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady Tues- 
day. West German Finance 
Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg 
also sees Brady this week. 

One question was whether the 
bilateral exchanges might lead to 
an early meeting of finance minis- 
ters of the Group of Seven indust- 
rial nations to coordinate policy 
with the incoming Bush adminis- 
tration. 

Sumita meanwhile said that 
central bankers of the United 
States, Japan and West Ger- 
many, who have just held routine 
talks in Basle, reaffirmed a belief 
in the need for stable currencies. 

Fear of further concerted cen- 
tral bank intervention against the' 
dollar cooled some of tne enthu- 
siasm for it Wednesday and some 
dealers wondered if its latest rally 
might not be ending. 

“There’s a feeling the dollar 
may be overbought for die time 


being, and it may be time for a 
period of consolidation," said 
Nigel Green, assistant director of 
foreign exchange at EBC-Amro 
Bank in London. 

Others said that,-if U.S. trade 
figures due next Wednesday , are 
bad, they could hit the dollar. 

Meanwhile, the feeling that tike 
Federal Reserve (Fed), the U.S. 
central bank, favours tighter 
money was among factors which . 
Tuesday snapped a four-day rally 
in Wall Street stocks. The Dow 
Jones industrial average ended 
down 6.25 at 2,193.21. 

High interest rates tend to 
syphon funds out of stocks into 
interest-bearing assets and to 
pinch corporate profits. 


“Investors are... concluding 
that the Fed is leaning on the side 
of tighter monetary policy,” Wall 
Street analyst Hugh Johnson of 
First Albany said. “That makes, 
you feel edgy owning stocks.” 
But Tokyo stocks surged to a 
record with investors increasingly 
convinced that Japan’s new impe- 
rial era had sired a “bull” or 
rising market, brokers said. 


Argentines sweat through energy crisis 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — It is 6 
p.m. and the end of a long, hot 
working day in the middle of 
Argentina’s summer.. 

If you live in area A-l, you can 
take the lift up to your air- 
conditioned apartment on the 
10th floor, fix an ice-cold drink 
and relax in front of the televi- 
sion. 

V you live in D-2, returning 
home cacrbe a nightmare with a 
long wait for the train, no lift, no 
television and no ice in the re- 
frigerator. 

But in a few hours the situation 
could be reversed. 

A-l dwellers will begin to 
sweat as apartments become stuf- 
fy, drinks go warm and televi- 
sions go blank. Across Buenos 
Aires in D-2. residents will blow 
out the caudles as the electricity 
comes back. 

Since the start of an energy 


crisis nearly a month ago, Buenos 
Aires has been dmded into coded 
areas subject to three- to five- 
hour power cuts on a rota' baas, 
mostly twice daily. 

A government-decreed re- 
duction in television broadcasts 
to four hours every evening has 
led to a sharp rise in video ren- 
tals. 

The energy crisis has left most 
Argentines short of electricity, 
many thousands without water, 
and some stuck in lifts. It has also 
tamed the daily drive to work 
into a nightmare of traffic jams. 

“Turn out the lights, it’s more, 
romantic," says actress Silvia 
Montanan to those able to see 
the national televirion campaign 
to cut power consumption. 

But there is little romanticism 
in sweating day and night with 
temperatures hovering around 30 
degrees Celsius (83 Fahrenheit) 


and being tokl there is no short- 
term solution to the crisis. 

Firemen have rescued at least 
20 people stuck in lifts in the 
capital since before Christinas. 
Some people Irving in high-rise 
buildings have temporarily 
moved into hotels. 

Hundreds of thousands of resi- 
dents of Buenos Aires, with a 
population of 10 million, live in 
high-rise Mocks. 


In one building where the lift 
does not work, the porter said 
people cany water and food up to 
an old couple — he A Z, She ZO 
— who have been virtually iso- 
lated because neither dares use 
the stairs.- 


In the poorer districts on tire 
outskirts of Buepos Aires hun- 
dreds of people, mainly children, 
needed medical attention after 
beiqg affected by dirty water or 


rotten food or because of *tie- 
hydration. — 

People in exclusive quarters of 
Buenos Aires exempt from the 
power cuts earlier m the crisis 
now look for unorthodox ways to - 
keep the refrigerator going, like 
using an extension to book it into 
a neighbour’s plug cm a different 
rota. 

Another way to escape tire 
consequences of a cut is to plan a 
trip to cinema, restaurant or bar 
in another area to pass the time , 
until power is restored at home. 

, A trip across the river plate 
.esmary to the seaside resorts o£ 
Uruguay is another escape route. 
— for those who can afford it. 

Argentina's ailing power supply 
system has failed to cope with the 
demands of- a hot summer in 
which water levels at hydroelec- 
tric dams have fallen sharply due 
* to lade of rain. * 


Sweden proposes currency liberalisation 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — The 
Swedish government Tuesday 
proposed to dismantle its foreign 
currency regulations “to fully ex- 
pose the Swedish market to fore- 
ign competition.’’ 

The proposal, in the 1989-1990 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more Informa- 
tion please call.Wael 
Real Estate at 605342 


budget presented to parliament 
by Finance Minister Kjell-OIof 
Feldt, was expected to open 
Swedish banks to foreign com- 
petition, reduce interests and 
trim inflation, which is running 
about twice the European aver- 
age at more than six per cent. 

The proposed budget of .375 
billion kronor ($60.5 billion)^ 
which .also inducted a controver- 
sial cut for schools, was the first 
with a budget surplus'rince 1962. 

The deregulation will remove the 
final barriers for the movement of 
foreign currency, which the gov- 
ernment has been gradually re- 
laxing for several years, and bring 
Sweden into line with Europe's 
plan to eliminate-currency restric- 
tions by 3992. 

But transactions would be 
monitored through a foreign ex- 
change bank to prevent tax eva- 
sion by investing in foreign mar- 
kets, according to the budget 
proposal. 


Feldt told a news co nf erence he 
hoped the move would lead to 
higher efficiency in the Swedish, 
economy, in which the public 
sector accounts for about 60 per 
cent of the gross national pro-, 
duct. 

“In the long term it is deeply 
worrying that Sweden’s economic 
growth is not higher, despite the 
fact that the economy is running 
full and there is a lack of labour, 
Feldt said. 

The growth rate in other West- 
ern nations has been about four 
per cent in the past five years, but 
it has been 7L5 per cent to three 
per cent in Sweden, he said, 
predicting 1.7 per cent growth 
next year. 


It was not dear when the de- 
regulation would take place. 


Foreign currency analyst Per 
Brannhanunar of tne Nordbank- 
en Bank predicted the move 
would lower interest rates by 
eliminating the monopoly of 
Swedish banks on the loan 
market 

“It will strengthen the Swedish 
krona and reassure people, espe- 
cially in Europe, tint Sweden is 
pursuing an international policy,” 
be told the -Associated Press. 

The move also would reduce 
inflationary pressure and help 
Fekit meet his goal of 5.5 per oent 
reflation (next year, be said. The 
.fiscal year begins July 1. 


*- oca *®^ on two streets, 20 metres west aid 20 metres south with 
a public park, car park to the east extending until Jaber 
"Shopping-Centre. 


The centre has been set up on rock ground of 2Vfe dunum area 
approximately with two equal title deeds. One or half a title deed, 
can be sold separately. - 

Fees have been paid for a six-storey building each of which with 
.an area of approximately 1,800 m* but the construction design 
shows that 12 storeys can be built Only the basement is now 
hunt on 1,823 nf In- area surmounted 'with a floor of stores of 
1,840 m* in area. V 

A licence for occupancy has been issued by the Greater Amman. 
^Municipality. Price according to cost 

The project can be completed and utilised for 10 years or 
can be used in its present status in accordance with 
special arrangements to be worked out with owner. 

Contact the owner directly at Tela >12184 


Deluxe furnished apartment. Two rooms, salon and sitting 
area. Colour TV, telephone. 4th Circle, Jabal Amman. JD 
250 monthly. 


TeL 642855 
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ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Kuwaiti cabinet approves airport tax 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s cabinet Wednesday approved a two 
dmar ($7) tax on passengers leaving from Kuwait airport, a 
spokesman said. Acting minis ter of state for cabinet affairs Nasser 
Abdullah AJ Rodhan told reporters children younger than 12 
would be exempted. The measure requires final approval by the 
Emiri Court. 


Islamic banks to finance Sudan 


ABU DHABI (R) — Islamic banks have agreed to finance projects 
to help Sudan, the official Emirates News Agency (WAM) 
reported Wednesday. The International Islamic Banks Union 
(IIBU) board deckled in Jeddah. Saudi Arabia, tins week to set up 
a committee to study the projects, WAM quoted IIBU Deputy 
rhaiTman Said Lootah as saying. “We will concentrate on farming, 
mamifart i tf jn g and communication projects that will yield the 
highest possible return for Sudan’s economy,” Lootah, chairman of 
the Dubai Islamic Bank, said. The HBU groups more than 50 
Islamic banks, which charge no interest but allow the lender to take 
a percentage of profits. 


Iraq opens $416 million highway 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has opened a 130 million dinar ($416 
milli on) road which forms part of a planned highway TInkingit with 
Kuwait in the south and Syria and Jordan in the west. The Iraqi 
News Agency (TNA) said Wednesday die 106-kilometre road from. 
Baghdad to the western town of Hilla was built by a Yugoslav 
company. Union Engineering, and opened Tuesday. It is the fourth 
phase of the 1,200-kflometre project. 


Tunisia plans to amend banking laws 


TUNIS (R) ,-r- The Tunisian government plans to amend its 
banking lam to break down the barriers between different types of 
banks, central bank governor Ismail Khelil said in an interview 
published Wednesday. In a banking supplement to the government 
newspaper La Pressc, he said: "The aim is to arrive by stages at a 
more integrated banting system which would allow each institution 
to choose its own place in the market. Each financial institution wilf 
have three windows, one for commercial activity, one for long-term 
investment and one for offshore activities. They wifi be able to 
choose which activity to specialise in.” Tunisia how imposes 
differe nt rules for local banks, development banks and offebore 
banks. Khelil, a reformer dose to President Z3ne A1 Abidin e Ibh 
Ali, gave no indication of when the amended legislation would go- 
to parliament. 


‘Cost of food aid soars’ 


ROME (R) — The cost of food aid for the world's poorer nations 
soared to a -record $136 million i n 198 8. the World Food 
Programme (WFP) has revealed. The WFP. a branch of the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Organisation, blamed higher world market 
prices, largely due to unfavourable weather conditions in Asia and 
North America. The cost of the 608,500 tonnes of food for 
distribution was up 42 per cent on 1987. Some $108 million worth 
of the food came from the developing world, under a WFP policy 
of buying where possible surplus stocks from Third World 
countries. Zimbabwe was the main African supplier and. Thailand 
tiie main Asian supplier, the WFP said. Nearly half the amount 
spent buying food was on behalf of donor countries who channelled 
bilateral contributions through the programme. The WFP said a 
favourable harvest and harvest outlook in several African- coun- 
tries, ; particularly in West Africa, should enable its present 
food-buying policy to continue this year. , 
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Central Bank official rates 


Bar Sea 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deatscfoemark 
Swiss banc 


484.0 486.0 
854.5 8584 
263.7 265.0 
309.4 310.9 


French franc ' 77.4 77.8 

Japanese wen (far 100J 3S1-5 383.4 

Dutch guilder 233.7 234.9 

Swedish crown 77.7 77.6 

Italian Uni (for 100) 36.0 362 

Belgian franc (for 10) 12&I 126.7 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and s ailing rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and.bnllion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 

1.7740/50 

U.S; dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.2000/10 

Canadian dollar 


3.82SW9 0 

Deutschemarks 


2.0645/65 

Dutch guilders 


1.5575/85 

Swiss francs 


38.28/31 

Belgian francs 


6.2325/75 

■ Fraicfa francs 


1339/1340 . 

Italian fire ...- 


126.25/35 

Japanese yen 


6.2575/2625 

Swedish crowns '* 


6.6675/6725 

■ Norwegian crowns 


7.0700/50 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

402.90/403.40 

' U.S. dollars 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


Three male or female (EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES). 
Experience not less than (5) years; fiuer^Englisri spefiacs 
.and types. 

Westing time: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Hmm write to: P.O. Box (8324) Ammon - Jordon 
or caft Toft (848152) 


SYDNEY — Shares closed lower as overseas interest waned and 
metals weakened after four consecutive' days .of rams Tht» All 
Ordinaries fell 3.2 to 1,498.7. " 

TOKY O — Share prices rose to a record close for. the third 
consecutive day on contimnxi optimism', atr tiie start of a. new 
imperial era, brokers said. The Nikkei index rose 136.94 points to 
31,143.45. ' 


HONG KONG — Prices rose sharply- on the. U.S. .dollar's gain" 
P?^ ,1I, E Hong Kong stocks to their third successive post- crash 
mgh. The Hang Seng index rose 40.14- points to 2,872:52.. » . 

SINGAPORE — Share prices recovered from early losses to end - 
generally higher after active trading. The Straits Times industrial- 
index, which lost 1.45 points at midday, raided Z 09 points higher 
at 1,085.59. ... 

WJUfflAY — Share pric^ 'driftetpOwCT on scattered profit-fating 
afterthe market opened steady. AsspcfatedX^ment fell l 0 rupees ? 

FRANKFURT — Shares coded moslfy .fiiTiter ^ia moderaie 
dealings rh»t saw the .u.’» ii. j s, ■.«. 

30-share D AX' index 
previous dose: - - 
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ZURICH — Swiss shares, doseef little change 
opening after i — s — --- - - ----- 


al! maturities by I/4 pwr ceat IS e : AIlSb^ 
point . to 964.6. 


PARIS — French share 
early trade and' were-, lower i 
profit-taking:' and conctoNom: 
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‘Wonderskates* are tested 


^Castor beats^bEnroelnexhlbition . 

--ADELAIDE (AP) — AusiraEanPat Casfa. noicashing a mixture 
of brilliance and blooder, begi long-time idol Jobs McEnroe io 
straight -sets ip the opening match, of the. Rio mternatioixai f«nn« 
challenge at Adelaide’sm mortal drive c our ts Wednesday Cash 
accounted _for tt^29-year-dJd American 7-6, 6-4 in the erdhibicion 
event, which several trig name players are using as a~ warm-up for 
the" Australian Open in Melbourne next week. 

. Drugs committee tackles broad Issues 

: TORONTO (AP) — .Months of hearings into flie use of drug? by. 
amateur .athletes prompted by the Olympic scandal involving 

- Canadian 'sprinter Ben Johnson start Wcraesday. The federal 
government appointed -a. commission with sweeping powers to 
investigate Canadian athletes after Johnson was stripped of bis 
arid medal for testing positive for anabolic steroids at the summer 
Olympics in Seoul, South Korea. Ontario associate chief justice 
Claries Dnbin, the commission's head, said in November that the 
investigation would be much more than a review. of what was 

- -involved m Johnson's world-record , 9.79 second, 100-metre race 
on Sept. 24. “I think it also important to consider whether there 

1 are pressures being placed on our young men and women athletes 
to tempt them to cheat,” Dubin said. “Have we, as Canadians, 
lost track of what 'athletic competition is all about?" 

Saudi soccer players start anti-drugs campaign 

RIYADH (AP) — The Saudi Arabian Soccer Federation' 
announced Tuesday that its players henceforth would sport 
T-shirts emblazoned with the words “no to drugs.” Saudi Arabia, 
at the instructions of King Fahd, has instituted a firm anti-drug 
campaign that includes the death penalty for drug smugglers and 
traffickers. The federation’s announcement said that the shirts 
will first appear, at the finals in the upcoming games of the “cup of 
the custodian of the two holy shrines,” King Fahd's official title. 
The decision was made at a meeting of the federation board, 
chaired by Prince Faisal Bin Fahd, Secretary-General for Youth 
Welfare and the son of the Saudi monarch. It was adopted “out of 
conviction of the menace of this plague and as a contribution to 
the anti-drug cam paign ,” the announcement said. 

African player of the year disappears 

BRUSSELS (R) — Zambian Kalusha Bwalya, African footballer 
of the year for 1988, foiled to report back to his Belgian first 
division soccer club Cerde Bruges after playing in a World Cup 
qualifier io Morocco. A dub official, who declined to be named, 
said Wednesday that left-winger Kalusha was expected to report 
back on Monday, one day after the match winch Zambia lost 1-0. 
“We don't know where he is,” the official said. “We just cannot 
tolerate it.” He said it was too soon to say if Kalusha would be 
disdplined. Kalusha^ 25, who shot to fame when he scored three 
goals for Zambia against Italy in the Seoul Olympics, was doe to 
play for Cerde Bruges in an indoor tournament in Ghent, 
Belgium, starting Wednesday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

enm rnm ***** SaMo, Jne. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


' Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you hold: 
bold: 4J9BS2 91*2 OQ103 *A42 

4Q63 <71083 042 4QJ954 The bidding has proceeded: 

1 The bidding has proceeded: 

I Wad ' Nmth EMt South. Nwtfc East,. South . Wcst- 

*1* DU 1 NT Pass 1 NT . -Pan 2* Fan 

fPan 2* Pan ? 2* Pass T 

‘ What action do you take? What do you bid now? 


Q J — Both vulnerable, as South you 
‘ hold: 

• 4J9852 <7102 OQ303 *A42 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Seath West 

L l NT Fan. . ? 

. What action do you take? 

Q-3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 

• hold: 

: 6JSW52 91«2 OQlffiJ *A42 

• The bidding, has proceeded: 

J North East South West 

;1NT Pan 2 * Pan 

,2 0 Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 


Q.5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

*A7 6 7A107&2 0X10854 *VoM 
North East South West 

1 NT Pass -2 # Pass 

2 0 Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q .6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

4A76 <?A18762 OK1M54 4 Void 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North But South West 

1 NT Pan 2 4 Pan 

2 0 Pan 2 9 Pass 

2 NT Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


OSLO. (AP) — Norwegian 
speedskating coach and an en- 
gineer have invented new skates 
. which they claim will revolu- 
tionise sports on ice. 

Finn Halvorsen, Norway’s for- 
mer national speedskating coach, 
arid Jan Bratland, an engineer, 
have tested' and patented strong, 
aerodynamic but extra-light 
skates for ice hockey and. speeds- 
kating, Afteriposten, Oslo’s after- 
noon newspaper, reported 
Tuesday. 

The newspaper said that the 
new skates — the result of some 
8,000 hours of work over four 
years — could cut a half-second 
from a speedskater’s time in the 
500 metres and up to 10 seconds 
in a 10,000-metre event. 

The paper gave no evidence to 
support the claims- Halvorsen 
and Bratland were unavailable 
for comment. 

The inventors told the news- 
paper that the new skates — one 


type for ice hockey, another for 
speedskating — are 30 to 50 per 
cent lighter than current models. 

■ The skates are made of a compo- 
site material and cast virtually in 
a single piece, according to the 
report. 

Halvorsen has tested the skates 
in secret sessions in the middle of 
the night at Oslo’s Valle Hovin 
artificial ice rink. They have also 
been tested at a technological 
institute in Trondheim, the report 
said. 

Jan Wangaard, a former 
national sailboard champion who 
is now an industrial designer, 
helped the inventors with the 
design of the new skates. 
Ortophedist Dag Joerstad helped 
' in developing the skates’ special 
sole and ancle support, the report 
said. 

Two state institutions support- 
ing technical research and inven- 
tors helped pay for the project 
with nearly £20,000. 


U. K. debates steroids law 


LONDON (AP) — A Ml that 
would impose a criminal penalty 
on anyone caught taking or sup- 
plying anabolic steroids without a 
prescription was introduced in 
Britain's House of Commons 
Tuesday. 

The bid would add steroids to a 
list of controlled substances co- 
vered by the 1971 misuse of drugs 
act, making them illegal for the 
first time in Britain. Though they 
are not allowed by most sports 
organisations, steroids are legal 
in Britain and most other coun- 


tries. 

“The events of last summer 
.only serve to underline the ne- 
cessity for government action to 
tackle drug abuse in sport," said 
Menzies Campbell, the Liberal 
Party’s expert on sports and the 
sponsor of the bill, referring to 
drug at the Seoul Olym- 

pics. 

“I hope ministers understand 
that the physical health of 
athletes will be at risk so long as 
anabolic steroids remain avail- 
able," Campbell said. 
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V.S. soccer 
team beats 
Argentina 

ROTTERDAM ( AP) — The Un- 
ited States upset Argentina 3-1 
and Brazil overpowered Para- 
guay 5-1 in the opening group 2 
matches of the second round of 
the inaugural indoor world cham- 
pionship Tuesday. 

In group 1 games, Belgium 
beat Italy 5-1 and the Nether- 
lands and Hungary drew 3-3 in 
their opeoing matches. 

The United States, coming 
back with three goals in tbe 
second half, scored the upset of 
the tournament against favoured 
Argentina. 

“It is not surprising to me but it 
is surprising a lot of people here," 
said coach John Kowalski. 

The South Americans domin- 
ated the first half, relying on their 
better skills and cooler nerves 
when they exploited slack mark- 
ing to score the first goal through 
Juan Avalos. 

But the physically superior 
U.S. team dominated the second 
half. Pressure increased and paid 
off when a couple of fine shots 
from Peter Vermes put them 
ahead. Argentina neglected de- 
fence from then onwards allowing 
Juli Veee more then time enough 
ro line up a third goal. 

Brazil took a firm option on the 
semifinals, blasting pre-tourna- 
ment favourite Paraguay 5-1, who 
□ever bad a chance. Benatti, 
Marquinhos and Atila put the 
match beyond doubt by half- 
time. 

Paraguay, which had provided 
the most attractive soccer during 
the first round of the 16-team 
event, scored its only goal 
through Adolfo Jara Heyn. 

But Brazil further unproved on 
its goal aggregate with goals by 
Neimar and Adilio. 

The winner of each group plays 
the runner-up of the other group 
Saturday. The semifinals and 
Sunday's final will both be at the 
7,000-capadty Ahoy Hall here. 

Hungary trailed 2-0 after less 
than a minute but kept their cool 
afterwards and with classy com- 
bination play came back to draw 
3-3. 

Hungary was caught cold by 
the Dutch, who scored on their 
opening move through Andree 
Bakker and half a minute later 
Captain Vic Hermans punished a 
blunder Tby : the - gpatie - with a 
second goal- “Victory was there 
for the taking," said Dutch coach 
Ron Groenewoud. But they 
didn’t. 

Hungary held on. Trailing 3-1 
till midway in tbe second half, 
they produced their best com- 
bination moves to dislodge a 
panicky Dutch defence and earn 
a late draw. 

Belgium, meanwhile, scored 
big against Italy to take the lead 
in the European group. 

The tournament began with 16 
nations from across the world on 
Jan. 5, but the traditional soccer 
powers from Europe and South 
America have dominated play, 
allowing only the United States 


Navratilova hits top form 


SYDNEY (AP) — World No. 2 
Martina Navratilova beat Hunga- 
rian Andrea Temesvari 6-2, 6-4 
Wednesday in a second-round 
match at the 5350,000 New South 
Wales Open tennis cham- 
pionships. 

Navratilova, the top seed, said 
she was pleased to win her first 
tournament match since tbe Vir- 
ginia slims championships in New 
York last November. Each of the 
top eight women's seeds received 
byes through the first round. 

“I’m a little behind in my pre- 
paration ... because 1 sprained my 
ankle playing tennis last week. 
That put me back four days and I 
have also bad a cold since I 
arrived here,” Navratilova said. 

A three-time winner of the 
New South Wales tournament, 
Navratilova will face South Afri- 
can Dinky Van Reosburg on Syd- 
□ ey’s White City courts 
Thursday. 

Temesvari, a former top 10 
representative, was playing her 
second match after being side- 
lined for almost two years 
through injury. 

The women’s event is being run 
in conjunction with a 32-draw' 
Nabisco Grand Prix mens event. 

Navratilova was one of six 
women's seeds to win 


gm 'mm- 


Martina Navratilova 

Wednesday. 

Defending champion and 
second seed, Pam Shriver was the 
first player into the quarterfinals 
Wednesday with a 6-2, 6-3 victory 
over Japan's Etsuko Inoue. 

Ninth-seeded Han a Mandliko- 
va scored the second victory of 
her comeback to move into the 
third round by beating France’s 
Nathalie Herreman 6-3, 6-3 and 
16th-seeded Terry Phelps of the 
United States beat sixth-seeded 


Soviets equal NHL teams 


BUFFALO (R) — When Ken 
Pries tl ay of the Sabres scored a 
sudden death overtime goal Mon- 
day to give Buffalo a 6-5 win over 
the Soviet Union's central Red 
Army, the super series of ice 
hockey ended in a dead heat. 

The Red Army, perennial 
Soviet national league cham- 
pions. were 4-2-1 and Soviet 
league runnerups Dynamo Riga 
were 2-4-1 in their tour against 
National Hockey League (NHL) 
teams for a total of six wins for 
hosts and visitors alike and two 
draws. 

R Alan Eagleson, executive 
director of foe NHL Players 
Association, said; “I stood next 
to the Buffalo Sabres' bench and 
coach Ted Sator Monday night 
and they were playing it serious- 
ly, like a Stanley Cup playoff 
game." 

Eagjeson said the level of play 
in the series was uneven, “some 
other teams treated it as an ex- 
hibition. The Los Angeles Kings 
brought up an entire line from foe 
minor leagues for the game, so 
that in some games there was 


great intensity and in others the 
games were treated as exhibi- 
tions,*’ he said. 

Eagleson, who also negotiates 
all international hockey agree- 
ments for foe NHL, said plans 
were set for a 21-game tour by 
our Soviet club teams next season 
that would involve all 21 NHL 
teams but would not count in 
league standings. 

Toronto Maple Leafs owner 
Harold Ballard and the Phi- 
ladelphia Flyers boss Jay Snider 
have insisted they would not 
allow the Soviets to play in their 
buildings, but Eagleson had an 
answer for that. 

“We will allow them to play in 
any other arena they (Ballard and 
Snider) choose,” said Eagleson. 
“For example, Toronto could 
rent the Hamilton arena in 
Hamilton, Ontario, but they must 
guarantee an average attendance 
equal to what tbe normal average 
attendance is for the particular 
team.” 

This year’s super series drew an 
average of 13,215. 


Paris-Dakar Standings 

PARIS (R) — Japanese driver Ke Shinozuia won the 12th timed 
section of the Paris-Dakar motor rally Tuesday on one of foe 
course’s toughest sections, 501 km in Guinea from Siguiri to 
Mauiou. Britain’s Gary Toleman and Jan Van Tuyl were forced 
oat of foe rally when their Range Rover caught fire 65 km from 
foe Malian capital of Bamako where foe rally field had spent foe 
night. 

1 . Vatanen/Berglund twenty one boors 45 minutes one second 

2. Ickx/Tariu seven minutes 14 seconds behind 

3. Tambay/Lemoyne 3:54:01 behind 

4. FreqndWFenouil 5:50:08 behind 

5. K. Tijsterman/M. Tystennan 6:00:18 behind 

6. J. Fontenay/B. Musmara (France) Mitsubishi 6:54:55 behind 

7. K. Shinoznka/H. Magne (Japan/France) Mitsubishi 7:04:50 
behind 

8. Wambergue/Guehennec 9:10:55 behind 

9. Gabreao/Gabbay 14:08:47 behind 

10. Pescarolo/Fourticq 22:11:17 behind 


Italian Rafaeila ReggL 6*3, 7 " 5 * 

American Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez, 17, lived up to her fourth 
seeding by downing tough New 
Zealander Belinda CordweU 6-3, 
6 - 0 . 

In other second-round match- 
es. No, 5 seed Patty Fendick of 
the United States; beat Czechos- 
lovakia's Petra Langrova 6-2, 6-3 
and South Africa’s Dinky Van 
Reosburg beat American Ann 
Henricksson, a past finalist, 7-5, 

6- 3. 

Eleventh-seeded Austrian 
Judith Wiesner beat Australian 
Anne Min ter, the seventh seed, 

7- 5, 6-3. 

In men’s second-round match- 
es, sixth-seeded Christo Van 
Re ns burg of South Africa beat 
Soviet player Alexander Volkov 
7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (7-3) Wednesday. 

Two qualifiers upset higher 
ranked opponents in second 
round matches. Czechoslovak 
Libor Nemecek, ranked 333 in 
the world, downed eighth-seeded 
Magnus Gustaffson of Swede q 
3-6, 6-1, 6-1. Olivier Delaitre of 
France, playing his sixth Grand 
Prix event, beat Australian Jason 
Stoltenberg, 18, 7-6 (10-8), 6-2. 

The tournament continues 
through Sunday. 


Bengals’ 
quarterback 
voted award 

NEW YORK f AP) — Quarter- 
back Boomer Esiason, who has 
led the Cincinnati Bengals to this 
year's Super Bowl, was named 
the National Football League’s 
most valuable player by foe Pro- 
fessional Football Writers Asso- 
ciation Tuesday. 

Esiason received 33 per cent of 
the writers’ vote. San Francisco 
49ers running back Roger Craig 
was runner-up with 19 per cent. 
Philadelphia Eagles quarterback 
Randall Cunningham was third 
with 15 per cent, followed by 
linebacker Mike Singletary of foe 
Chicago Bears with 11 per cent. 

Esiason earlier was named the 
MVP by the Associated Press, 
based on a vote by a panel of 
sport writers and broadcasters 
who cover NFL games. 

“It should be changed to the 
most valuable team trophy,'* 
Esiason said after being given the 
Schick MVP trophy at a lun- 
cheon. 

“My teammates are foe most 
valuable teammates because 
without foe running of Ickey, 
James Brooks and Stanley Wilson 
and the blockingof Munoz, Mon- 
toya, Kozerski, Walter and Bla- 
dos and the receiving of Collins- 
worth, Brown, McGee and Hol- 
man, I wouldn't be standing 
here." 

Esiason was not surprised that 
the San Francisco 49ers were 
7-point favourites for foe Super 
Bowl on Jan. 22. 

“It always seems we have to 
prove ourselves, especially me," 
Esiason said. “I’m looking for- 
ward to a great challenge. And 
maybe it will be the incentive and 
motivation we need to really get 
up for this game and win." 

Esiason said betting with foe 
Bengals had proven profitable for 
their backers. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug* 
pasted by the above cartoon. 

; A«wrax 3 A“LixxiiX 3 " 

{Answers tomorrow) 

F Yesterday's I JurnBfe * HANDY AMUSE YELLOW DISCUS 
osreraair | Answer man wrastc^d 


HOROSCOPE 
NOT RECEIVED 


THE Daily Crossword by Victor Jwnbor, Jr. 


ACROSS 
1 Hon Hew 
5 Organization 
10 Society girts 

14 Ellipse 

15 Sp. city 
IS Skater's teat 
17 Hangs on 

19 Welt 

20 InuK: abbr. 

21 Hog peanut 

•» 

22 One by one 

24 Uty of open 

25 Goes back on 

26 Uses oakum 

29 Procession 

30 Palmar of golf 

31 Europeans 

32 Rebuke 

35 Big eRy chap 

36 Lost dog 

37 Cooler 

38 ArSwrent: stiff. 

39 "Thereby 
. hangs — " 

40 Showy fish 

41 Bear on erarraMMUMSaGenfcM. u*. 

43 Most Vtto AD ffigtita IWod 

44 Reaches 

46 Honey 9 Pedestrta 

47 Boxed -10 Became 

46 Dies — apparent 

49 Calendar abbr. 11 Lay K on 

52 Gala receipts 12 Beauty 

53 Breaks In 13 Weavers' 

58 Finished reeds 

57 Sniffed 18 Summon 

58 Bristle forth - 

59 Monster lake 23 Clalie am 

60 Eliminates Balin 

flies 24 Be Bel 

61 Approach t nov ewn) 


iinasi 


9 Pedestrian 
-10 Became 
apparent . 


Yesterday's Pezzla Solved; 


raHwaya 
5 E ve rgr ee n 
shrubs 
8 Equalizes 

7 Wear 
down 

8 Ceucho tree 


13 Weave rs’ 
reeds 

18 Summon 
fortb 

23 Claire and 
BaBn 
24BaBei 
mov ement 
25 — eves • 

28 MuaBra -fudge 


- by routine) 

28 Ventures on 

29 Hostess 
Mecta 


31 RBI and 
ERA 

33 Affectation 

34 Urban lot 

- pin • r_- 

88 UndentwBes 
37 Gao 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nmnnin onoti nnnn 
nnnonnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnran nnnnnn 
Hunofinn nnraria 
nnn nnnn afifi 
nneno nnnn naan 
naan nnnnri nnnn 
nnnn nnm nnnnn 
bud nnnn nnn 
nnnnn □nnnapin 
nannna nnnn non 
□non man nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnuino 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


39 he wiH 


_ not attar" 
(Homer) 

40 Okt- Ger. coin 

42 Buffet patrons 
.43 L Awns - 

44 Follow • 

45 Crossbeam 


48 Bid welcome 


48 Lowly 
Day Today" 
48 Gmf - 
88 — bcyl 
51 Despot 
64 Presently 
SS US. abbr. 


Peanuts 
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Jt do (Yiot'.dtfiu-evvL, 
arn/iidasi rYrufltoJlfa 
J am,/mJL. 
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Gorbachev takes new step 
towards electoral process 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
has embarked on the latest step in transforming the 
country’s parliamentary system amid public doubts 
over whether the overhaul will amount to fun- 
damental change. 


Gorbachev told the Commun- 
ist Party’s central committee 
Tuesday "the elections faced diffi- 
culties, including “group egoism, 
ambition and political' 
careerism.” 

He proposed a list of 100 party 
candidates to be elected to the 
revamped national parliament in 
March. 

They will be formally elected at 
an expanded central commission 
meeting to tbe 100 seats set aside 
for the party in the new 2. 250- 
member parliament, which Gor- 
bachev hopes will boost popular 
involvement in politics. 

Two-thirds of the new parlia- 
ment — the congress of people's 
deputies — will be elected March 
26 in national elections contested 
by more than one candidate a 
seat. 

The remainder of the seats are 
set aside for the Communist Party 
and organisations ranging from 
the academy of sciences, journal- 
ists'. composers' and artists' un- 


ions to sports and stamp collect- 
ing dubs. 

Doubts about the system have 
been publicly expressed — parti- 
cularly the allocation of seats to 
public groups. Some interest 
groups have complained at being 
left out of the allocation process. 


An opinion conducted by tbe 
communist youth news paper 
Komsomolskaya Pravda showed 
65.5 per cent of respondents 
opposed to the idea. 

intellectuals have also criti- 
cised the new parliament's two- 
chamber structure, saying it will 
dilute still further the choice of 
the voter. 


Under laws passed last month, 
the congress will elect a 422- 
member chamber known as the 
Supreme Soviet — also the name 
of the old parliament. 

The new Supreme Soviet will 
meet for seven or eight months a 
year, instead of the four to six- 
day sessions of the old parliament 


whose mandate extended little 
beyond rubber-stamping party 
decisions. 

TASS said Tuesday that cam- 
paigning for the elected part of 
tbe parliament was proceeding 
amid spirited debate. 

It said two Moscow enterprises . 
had nominated their directors as 
candidates but stressed: “this 
does not at all mean, though that 
candidates are being nominated 
in the old way, with people mere- 
ly endorsing whoever was prop- 
osed to them.” 

The agency said former Mos- 
cow party chief Boris Yeltsin was 
among those whose nomination 
was unsuccessfully proposed at a 
Moscow car plant. 

Yeltsin was dropped from his 
Moscow post in November 1987 
and from his seat in the Politburo 
last February after criticising the 
pace of Gorbachev’s reforms as 
too slow. 

In a speech delivered before 
the decision. President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev said 312 names re- 
maining from tens of thousands 
submitted had gone to the ruling 
12-member Politburo, and it re- 
duced the list to 100 before send- 
ing it to the central committee. 

No change has been made in 


the language of the new election 
law, but the party’s example “win 
set the standard” and other orga- 
nisations will be less likely to 
offer real choices, said a Western 


diplomat speaking on condition 
of anonymity. 


of anonymity. 

Multiple candidates already 
have been nominated in some 
areas. TASS, the official news 
agency, said 26 candidates were 
chosen in 19 Moscow districts. 

Gorbachev, who has promised 
repeatedly that the elections will 
be part of his “democratisation” 
of tbe Soviet Union, offered a 
draft political platform for the 
party and suggested other orga- 
nisations would offer their own. 






4 


“The Soviet people are entitled 
to know the objectives and tasks 
formulated by the party for the 
imm ediate future, and tbe plat- 
form it takes to elections,” TASS 
quoted Gorbachev as saying. The 
document was not released 
Tuesday. 

“We should proceed from the 
premise that the other social 
organisations will come to the 
elections with their own cam- 
paign documents,” and individual 
candidates can also offer their 
views, Gorbachev said. 


rDEEUDCAOE r*-l ACliCC U/ITU Dumont d’Urville, Adfiie Coast, in Antarctica- A 
GREENPEACE CLASHES WITH Greenpeace asserted that 15 persons 

THE FRENCH — French construction had been injured, none s eriously , in the “melee.” 
workers dragging away Greenpeace environmental Gre en peace says that the airstrip threatens the local 
activists, who had Mocked work on an airstrip at penguins. 


Montenegrin state leaders resign 


BELGRADE (R) — State and 
Communist Party leaders in 
Yugoslavia's southern republic 
of Montenegro resigned 
Wednesday as about 50,000 
demonstrators laid siege to 
government buildings, the 
Tanjug news agency said. 

Tanjug said the Montenegro 
state presidency tendered its 
collective resignation and it 
was expected to be confirmed 
by regional parliament Friday. 

Regional party leaders also 
submitted their resignations 
which were expected to be 
approved at a central commit- 
tee meeting later Wednesday. 

• The resignations came after 
two days of student and work- 
er protests in Montenegro’s 


capital Titograd, in which 
50,1.100 demonstrators deman- 
ded sacking of the entire 
leadership, blamed for 'abuse of 
power and mismanagement of 
the economy. 


Montenegrin workers, hit by 
250 per cent inflation and falling 
living standards, called for the 
sacking of their leaders last 
October but their protests 
were crushed by riot police. 


was read to demonstrators in 
Titograd by Bozidar Tadic, 
vice-president of the Mon- 
tenegrin parliament. He 
pleaded with demonstrators to 
return to work, saying all their 
demands had been met. 


He said the leadership de- 
cided to resign “because of the 
threat of the worsening secur- 
ity situation.” 


Yugoslavia’s worsening eco- 
nomic and political crisis, 
marked by demonstrations 
across tbe country, led to the 
toppling of Prime Minister 
Branko Mikuiic's government 
in December. 

The text of both resignations 


The protest in Titograd, 600 
kilometres south of Belgrade, 
was led by thousands of local 
metal workers who last Octo- 
ber staged a similar protest 
which was crushed by riot 
police. 

Montenegro, with a popula- 
tion of only 600,000 people live 


below the poverty level, 
according to official data. 

The average monthly wage is 
less than S80 and about 25 per 
cent of the work force is unem- 
ployed. 

The protesters had also de- 
manded the sacking of Vidoje 
Zarkovic and Marko Orlandic, 
representing Montenegro in 
the Yugoslav Communist Party 
Politburo, and of Veselin 
Djuranovic. member of the 
Yugoslav State Presidency. 


In a similar coup, workers 
toppled the regional leadership 
in Vojvodina province, a part 
of Serbia, last October, setting 
a precedent for later unrest in 
Montenegro. 



Burmese students 


forcibly repatriated 


Benazir Bhntto 


Bhutto to implement 
Islamic law 


NICOSIA lR) — Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto, making 
a pilgrimage to Mecca, was 
quoted by the Saudi Press Agen- 
cy (SPA) Wednesday as saying 
Pakistan was determined to im- 
plement the principles of Islamic 
law. 

Bhutto. 35. the first woman 
prime minister in the Muslim 
world, told reporters: “We will 
abrogate any law contradicting 
the Koran or the prophet's sun- 
na.” SPA reported. 

“We have also announced that 
Friday is a holiday. We distribute 
free copies of the Koran in Ara- 
bic," she said in Jeddah Tuesday 
night before travelling to Mecca 
and Medina. 

“We have made it easier for 
everyone to make the pilgrimage, 
have defended just Islamic issues 
and have developed strong rela- 
tions with Islamic countries. 

“We have come to the holy 
land to present our thanks to 
Almighty God and call on him to 
give us his guidance and our 
country his care," the SPA report 
in Arabic quoted her as saying. 

Pakistani embassy officials 
have said the two-day visit. Bhut- 


to's first trip abroad as prime 
minister, is purely private and 
religious but diplomats expect her 
to visit Saudi Arabia’s eastern 
province to meet King Fahd. 

Pakistan traditionally has very 
close ties with the kingdom, 
where hundreds of thousands of 
its workers are employed. The 
country has been closely involved 
in training and supporting Saudi 
Arabia’s armed forces. 


BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand 
has forcibly repatriated Burmese 
students to their homeland, sub- 
jecting them to possible detention 
and harsh treatment by Burma's 
military government. Amnesty In- 
ternational charged. 

The London-based human 
rights organisation said Tuesday 
that Thailand, on Jan.- 6 forcibly 
returned 22 students who had fled 
neighbouring Burma after a 
bloody military coup Sept. 18. 

In a statement telexed to news 
agencies in Bangkok Wednesday, 
amnesty said it feared the 22 and 
other students previously repatri- 
ated by Thailand may have been 
detained and abused by security 
personnel in Burma. 

Thai authorities have denied 
forcing any students back and the 
Burmese government claims they 
are treated well on their return. 


Amnesty International said its 
concern was based “on increasing 
evidence that many political pris- 
oners arrested for having been 
actively involved in the March- 
September uprising have been 
held incommunicado without 
charge or trial since their arrest 
aud that some of them have been 
subjected to torture or other 
forms of severe treatment.” 

The statement said the group 
of 22 students who were forcibly 
repatriated included Sai Myon 
Wyn Tun and Kyai Moe, both 23, 
who had taken leading roles in 
the August and September de- 
monstrations for democracy. 

It said the 22 were part of a 
group of 36 students of the Shan 
ethnic minority whom Thai police 
rounded up two weeks ago in 
Mae Hong Son province border- 
ing Burma. 


Action Directe says 


Besse was an agent 


Press conference 


Bhutto also said Tuesday that 
the stability, national unity and 
economic growth of her country 
are her priorities. 

At a press conference, Bhutto 
emphasised strengthening rela- 
tions with India as opening the 
doors for peace in the region. But 
she said Pakistan would remain 
steadfast in its policy of support- 
ing the Afghan rebels fighting the 
Moscow-backed government in 
Afghanistan. 

She expressed optimism of a 
better future relationship be- 
tween Pakistan and India the two 
countries following three major 
pacts signed between the two 
countries after a recent summit 
conference. 


PARIS (R) — A woman revolu- 
tionary accused of killing Renault 
car chief Georges Besse in 1986 
said Tuesday he had been target- 
ted for death because he waged 
an anti-worker, anti-union policy. 

“Besse was the complete tech- 
nocrat. and he completely 
ignored the consequences of his 
decisions on thousands and 
thousands of workers and their 
families.” Action Directe urban 
guerrilla group leader Joelle Au- 
bron told a Paris court. 

“The consequences have 
caught up with him — he's dead,” 
she said in an hour-long state- 
ment at the start of the second 
day of her trial. 

Aubron. 23. stands accused 
with fellow revolutionary Natha- 
lie Menigon of shooting dead 


Besse at point-blank range as he 
returned to his Paris home in 
November 1986. 

Jean-Marc Rouillan. founder 
of Action Directe. and Georges 
Cipriani are charged with acting 
as accomplices. The four, already 
serving 10-year sentences for cri- 
minal conspiracy, face life sent- 
ences if convicted. 


The four, expelled from the 
courtroom Monday after insult- 
ing politicians called to give evi- 
dence. stalked out of the dock 
after Aubron ’s statement and 
were escorted back to their cells. 
The trial was adjourned until 
Wednesday. 

As allowed under French law. 
their lawyers have not entered a 
plea of either guilty or not guilty. 


Sino-Soviet summit not threatened 


by doubts on Afghan pullout 


PEKING (R) — Sino-Soviet de- 
tente and planning for a summit 
will proceed despite Moscow's 
warnings that its troops may stay, 
in Afghanistan past their Feb. 15 
pullout deadline, diplomats said 
Wednesday. 

Peking is unlikely to postpone 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s expected 
visit in the first half of this year 
even if the Soviet Union fails to 
meet the terms of the Geneva 
peace accords on Afghanistan, 
they said. 

China used to die the occupa- 
tion of Afghanistan, Vietnam's 
presence in Kampuchea and 


Soviet troops on its border as the 
“three obstacles” to better ties 
with Moscow. But the start of the 
Afghanistan pullout rapidly 
thawed the diplomatic ice. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze is due to visit Pek- 
ing next month and pave the way 
for 3 trip by Gorbachev, widely 
predicted for April or May. 


“The impetus for improved re- 
lations has been built up- It would 
take a second Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan to disrupt it now,” 
said one .Western diplomat. 

Moscow's ambassador to 


Afghanistan Yuli Vorontsov said 
Tuesday the Soviet Union might 
not fulfil last April's U.N.-medi- 
ated accords on time, after rebel 
leaders refused to accept any of 
Kabul's current communist lead- 
ers in a future government. 

“China and several other coun- 
tries view this as only a bargain- 
ing ploy by Moscow to put press- 
ure on the guerrillas and perhaps 
win a few concessions. It's not a 
big chance of intention,” another 
diplomat said. 

Peking's official spokesmen 
have recently expressed concern 
that Moscow follows the letter of 


the peace agreement, but have 
not returned to the hostile lan- 
guage that marked their past cri- 
ticisms of Soviet policies, he 
added. 


China Saturday gave rare 
praise to the Soviet Union's ally 
Vietnam, calling its offer to with- 
draw from Kampuchea by 
September a “step forward.” 
Chinese leaders in 1988 de- 
scribed Kampuchea as the most 
important or the “three obsta- 
cles” in relations with Moscow, 
apparently taking precedence 
over the Afghanistan issue. 


Thailand, Vietnam bury hatchet 


HANOI (R) — Thailand and 
Vietnam declared an end to a 
decade of mutual recriminations 
■ Wednesday and promised to 
cooperate in the fast-moving in- 
ternational diplomacy to settle 
the conflict in Kampuchea. 

Beaming Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach told a 
news conference after two days of 
talks with Thai Foreign Minister 
Siddhi Savetsila: “He is my elder 
brother. We have had very useful 
talks.” 

Their joint press statement 
said: “We will work together 
towards achieving peace in Kam- 
puchea." 

Siddhi said Thailand would be 
“willing to take part in the recon- 
struction of Vietnam once the 
Kampuchea issue has been set- 
tled.” 

Referring to a Vietnamese prop- 


osal to pull out all its forces from 
Kampuchea by September if a 
political solution is reached, he 
said: “I thin k after September 
everything will be alright,” in 
bilateral relations. 

No new agreements of subst- 
ance were announced although 
Siddhi suggested that the two 
involved superpowers, the Soviet 
Union and China, could play an 
early role in direct international 
negotiations towards a settle- 
ment. 

The impetus for the present 
flurry of diplomacy on Kam- 
puchea came from a meeting in 
Moscow last month between the 
Chinese and Soviet foreign minis- 
ters and the two countries are 
preparing for a summit later this 
year. 

Moscow is Vietnam's main 
backer and Peking has supported 


the Khmer Rouge and other 
guerrilla groups operating from 
camps along the Ttaai-Kam- 
puchean border to overthrow the 
communist Phnom Penh govern- 
ment installed after Vietnam's 
1978 invasion. 

Western diplomats here said 
pressure was growing for direct 
talks between China and Viet- 
nam, whose hostility in the 1970s 
was a key factor in creating the 
Kampuchea problem and whose 
reconciliation is crucial for lasting 
stability in South-East Asia. 

Apart from its desire to see the 
Kampuchea conflict end, Thai- 
land has also been encouraged to 
seek better ties with Vietnam for 
commercial reasons. 

Thai Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan has declared a poli- 
cy of turning Indochina's battle- 
fields into marketplaces. 


Mexican unionists arrested, 
thousands of workers strike 


MEXICO (Agencies) — Tens of 
thousands of striking workers 
crippled refinery operations in 
Mexico’s crucial oil industry to 
protest the arrest of their union 
chief and 17 other union leaders 
after a gun battle with soldiers 
Tuesday. 

A presidential source, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the raid was conducted because 
“we had to move to clean up 
things." 

Authorities arrested the leader 
of Mexico’s oil workers union, 
causing a walkout by refinery 
workers and a standoff between 
the new government and the 
country's most powerful labour 
group. 

Work stoppages were reported 
at seven oil refineries across the 
country as union leaders 
threatened to shut the country’s 
important oil industry down in 
protest over the arrest. 

Joaquin Hernandez Galicia, 
known as “la quina” was arrested 
along with 14 other union officials 
in a raid in the northwestern city 
Ciudad Madero, the federal 
attorney general's office said. 

The arrests marked an appa- 
rent move by the government of 
President Carlos Salinas de Gor- 
tari, which took office only six 
weeks ago, to root out union 


corruption and end Hernandez 
Galicia’s control over the coun- 
try's oil fields and refineries. 

Three other union officials, in- 
cluding former Secretary General 
Jose Sosa Martinez, were de- 
tained in Mexico City. 

Mexico, the world's fourth 
largest oil exporter, receives"ab- 
out a third of its export income 
from crude sales, about half of 
which go to the United States. 

The attorney general’s office 
said leaders of the union, widely 
seen as riddled by corruption, 
were arrested on charges of 
smuggling and stockpiling high 
calibre weapons. 

Soldiers led by federal agents 
raided Hernandez Galicia's home 
and blew his front door down 
with a bazooka, the official 
Notimex news agency said. 

Inside authorities found 20 
cases holding about 200 Uzi 
machine guns and 30,000 car- 
tridges of ammunition along with 
40 other guns, the attorney gener- 
al's office said. 

It said federal agent Antonio 
Zamora was killed in a shootout 
with men inside the house and 
that the arrested union leaders 
would also be charged with 
murder. 

Hernandez Galicia is a former 
secretary general of the oil work- 


ers union and widely perceived as 
the man who controls the union’s 
vast resources. 

Opposition groups have, 
charged the union, which boasts 
an estimated 110,000 members, 
with amassing power and wealth 
through the sale of posts in the 
state oil firm Petroleos Mexica- 
nos (Pemex) and other schemes. 

Past governments, however, 
have maintained close ties with 
the union, which was ensured a 
stable work force. 

Ramon Alvarez Jimenez, lead- 
er of oil workers in the gulf of 
Mexico state of Veracruz, said 
that in less than 72 hours the 
country’s industry would be para- 
lysed by a lack of fuel. 

Pemex spokesman Francisco 
Casanova, however, said the firm 
would assure the supply of petrol 
across the country. 

He said two refineries were 
shut down Tuesday by work stop- 
pages while five others were par- 
tially closed. 

The country’s largest labour 
organisation, the traditionally 
pro-government Mexican Work- 
ers Confederation (CTM), which 
groups 11,000 unions and three 
million workers, strongly criti- 
cised the arrests, saying they 
threatened to “lead to anarchy 
and reactionary violence.” 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


90 reported drowned in 
Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — About 90 people drowned 
on their way to a funeral when their boat broke up 
in a river in Pakistan's Punjab province, the 
official APP news agency said Wednesday. Offi- 
cials said only 35 of the 125 people aboard escaped 
by swimming to the banks of the Ravi in Punjab’s 
Sahiwa] district after the vessel overturned Tues- 
day, the agency reported. The boat bit a piece of 
iron laid across the river to make a temporary 
bridge, overturned and broke into pieces, APP 
said. The passengers were going to a relative’s 
funeral. State-run television had said earlier that 
more than 20 people had drowned in the incident. 


total of 24 people now have died in the week-long 
cold spell that hit the capital and the northern 
states of Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu,. 
Kashmir and Uttar Pradesh, the Press Trust of 
India news agency said. According to the meteoro- 
logical office, the present cold wave will last 
another three days,. United News of India, another 
news agency, said. In a country identified more 
with the heat of the long summers, the period from 
December through February each year, relatively 
mild by western winter standards, brings a re- 
newed c h allenge to millions of poor people who 
are without adequate food, clothing, or shelter. 
The ground chill factor and the lack of central 
heating adds to the misery of the average resident 
of North India, United News of India said. 



Chimps with AIDS j 
get pension plan i 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A 
biomedical foundation is estahj 
fishing a pension plan for 8Jj 
AIDS-infected chimpanzees. The) 
Southwest Foundation for 
Biomedical Research plans to in-j 
vest more than S1.77 million over 4 
the next 10 years into chimpanzee- 


retirement accounts that are exi 


1 killed, 20 injured in 
Bangladesh 


Hyundai workers protest 
assault 


CHITTAGONG (A P) — Bombs rocked the 
southern port city of Chittagong, killing one 
person and injuring 20 Tuesday during protests 
against a meeting of fundamentalist Muslims, 
police said. An eight-hour-long strike in Chitta- 
gong, a city of three million, about 200 kilometres 
southeast of the capital Dhaka, was called to 
protest the Muslim fundamentalist meeting called 
to interpret the "Koran,” the Muslim holy book. 
The meeting, sponsored by the Muslim Jamaat-I- 
Islami Party, was initially banned, but allowed to 
go on after city authorities decided the ban would 
offend Muslims, police said. A bomb that exploded 
in the city centre killed a 20-year-old man and 
injuring 15 others. At least three of those injured 
were hospitalised, police said. 


SEOUL (AP) — Thousands of workers demons- 
trated Wednesday at South Korea’s largest ship- 
yard, which a strike has dosed, to protest 
management's involvement in an assault on lead^ 
ers of their labour union. Police said TO workers 
were arrested for their alleged roles In the attack 
Sunday near the Ulsan shipyard in which about a 
dozen union organisers were hospitalised with 
broken arms and legs and cuts. About 3.000 
workers employed at Hyundai heavy industries. 
South Korea’s largest shipyard, demonstrated at 


the shipyard and outside a nearby police, station 
where the arrested workers were being ques- 


24 die in Indian cold wave 


NEW DELHI (AP) — At least six people died 
Tuesday in a cold wave that swept northern India 
on what the meteorological office said was the 
coldest day of the season, news agencies said. A 


tiemed. Sunday, about 100 workers carrying sticks 
and steel pipes had attacked hardline union 
leaders who were meeting to wozktnit a strategy 
for ending a labour dispute at the shipyard. A 
police investigation revealed that an exeenriye of 
the Hyundai group's planning department "in Seoul 
ordered the attack, but he has not yet been 
arrested, -authorities said. The shipyard^ with a 
workforce of 18,000,- has been closed since Dec; 
23, when most workers went On strike demanding 
higher pay. . . • . . - - - 


peered to grow into $2.9 million 
through the year 2026, officials 
said. “We always have had a 
moral obligation to take- care of 
the animals that we use, but we 
can have the best intentions in tfcfi 
world, but if we don’t have the 
money, there is little that we can 
do for them,” said John Speck, 
controller' of the biomedical 
foundation. The fund will help in 
their care and is sure to be 
enough to buy bundles of bana- 
nas and lots of apples, cucum- 
bers, celery and watermelon over 
the next 40 years for the chimpan- 
zees, who cannot be used fin: 
other research after being ex- 
posed to AIDS. But Roger Fans, 
a psychology professor at central 
Washington university in ptao* ■ 
berg who has studied (hunpan-- 
zees for 20 years, said the biome: . 
dical foundation’s bumanaitariah'i 
attempt is admirable, but it might- 
not be enough. 


270 movies 
eligible for Oscar 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A re- 
cord 270 movies are eligible for 
Academy Award consideration, 
and will be listed in a pamphlet 
mailed next week with Oscar 
nominations ballots, it was 
announced Tuesday. There were. 
263 contenders for Oscar consid- 
eration last year. The Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Scien- 
ces will announce 1988 Oscar ^ 
nominees in 21 categories Feb. 
15, and trophies will be presented 
March 29 during the 61st annual 
ceremonies. Feature-length mo- 
tion pictures are eligible for 1988 
Oscars if they were publicly exhi- 
bited in 35mm or larger format 
for at least seven days in a Los 
Angeles- area theatre during the 
calendar year, the academy said- 
Separate consideration is given to 
films competing for the foreign 
language film Oscar. Foreign film « 
contenders must have been re- 
leased in the country of origin . 
between Nov. 1, 1987, and Ort. 
31, 1988. 


$60 million 
face lift 


SAN FRANCISCO ( AP) — The 
Sheration palace hotel, a home 
away from home for six presi- 
dents and armies of celebrities 
since 1874, has closed for the first 
time since the great earthquake 
of 1906 for a $60- million 18- 
month renovation. Tbe quake, 
which destroyed much of the city, 
triggered a fire winds gutted the 
original, seven-story hotel. But 
4-metre-thick brick walls saved 
the shell and it was rebuilt to its 
current nine stories and reopened 
Dec. 16, 1909, with other alterna- 
tions in 1915, 1919 and 1925. 
Tenor Enrico Caruso was a guest 
as tbe temblor struck. He was 
tossed from his bed and vowed*, 
“I will never set foot in Sail 
Francisco again." “Actually, the 
earthquake only destroyed 8 per 
cent of the structure,” said Jim 
Kilroy, the hotel's director of 
marketing. “The fire did the rest" 
President Woodrow Wilson gave 
his famous League of Nations 
speech there, and the Garden 
Court held the official banquet 
honouring the opening session of 
the United Nations. King David 
Kalakaua of Hawau, dre.fast of' 
tbe island's monarchs, died at the 
Palace on Jan. 20, .1891. 


Love affair tale 
wins top prize 


LONDON CAP) — David Lodge, 
a retired university professor of 
english, was. awarded -Britain's 
richest prize for fiction Tuesday 
for his novel,” Nice Worke.” 
Lodge, who will be S3 this month, 
won the Sunday Express Book of 
the Year Award, worth $35,200 
against five other hovels which 
included “The. Captain and the 
Enemy” by Britain’s novelist^ 
emeritus, Graham Greene. “Nice* 
Work” . describes a topical -and . 
fenny love affair between a 45- 
year-old- businessman in the En- 
glish midlands and a 32-year-oM 
lecturer who is a virulent feminist 
and personifies almost everything 
be hates: Novelist Kingsley Ans& 
heading a five-judge - panel,,-- 
announced at London’s Cafe 
Royal that their final choice was 
.the most stylish, literate, well-;, 
.written and above, all readable 
- work- of. fktioo.published. mBri- I-. 
tain in- 1988. i ltV a .particular - 
Pk®*ure that Kingsley Amifr'W® 5 : 
charonac of the: judges becrirw’ f 
bis bpoks influenced me when-T -_ v 

■was a young-iffriter, anffalsb-that - 

X.was. 
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